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Anthony C. Bonavita, an Agawam city councilor, 
has announced his candidacy for mayor. 

Bonavita stated, “My wife, Adele, and I have raised 
a family in Agawam, and I desire to continue to give 
back to our community. To the citizens of Agawam, I 
say, ‘Your concerns are my concerns.’ 

“I offer my background, experience, and profes¬ 
sionalism to the voters of Agawam. I have worked 
hard as a city councilor, and will continue to work hard 
as your mayor. These are serious times, and I am a 
serious person who realizes how decisions impact 
our citizens on a daily basis." 

Bonavita, 50, is an attorney with offices at 101 
State Street, Springfield. He has been practicing law 
for over 25 years. 

He resides at 683 Cooper Street with his wife, 
Adele, and their two children, Carlo and Franca. Both 
children have graduated from Agawam High School 
and now attend college. Carlo is in his second year at 
Seton Hall Law School, and Franca is a senior at 
Assumption College. 

Bonavita added, "Both of our children have contin¬ 
ued their education after graduating from Agawam 
High School. I will continue to do everything I can to 
continue to help our educational system in Agawam. 
It is crucial to the future of Agawam." 

Bonavita is currently serving his second two-year 
term on the city council. Presently, he serves on sev¬ 
eral council subcommittees as the chair of finance 
and as a member of the school budget, zoning review, 
recreation, and industrial relations. In the past, he 
also served as chair of the rules, chair of the budget, 
and chair of the zoning review. 

SEE ANTHONY BONAVITA - Page 2 


People who routinely use the River Road section of 
Agawam to enter or leave Routes 5, 91, or 57 are like¬ 
ly to be inconvenienced until an expected date of 
about May 21st, according to Edward J. Weldon, 
assistant press secretary for the Massachusetts 
Highway Department. 

River Road is cordoned off on either side of Route 
5, and, according to Deborah Dachos, director of 
Planning and Community Development for Agawam, 
“a structural problem contributing to safety concerns 
was discovered and will require considerable work." 

But the inconveniences to those who normally use 
River Road will seem small compared to the difficul¬ 


ties created by traffic flowing over the Julia B. Buxton 
Bridge, often referred to as the Soyth End Bridge. Ms. 
Dachos explained that the weight limits imposed on 
the bridge, beginning on Tuesday, April 29th, essen¬ 
tially mean "no more truck traffic" on the bridge. 

"Originally, it was planned that there would be one 
lane closed in each direction," she said. “But now, 
they plan to route all traffic to one side of the bridge, 
completely closing off an entire side." 

Truck traffic will have to enter and exit Agawam 
using different routes, which will affect traffic condi¬ 
tions in Agawam. 

SEE SO. END BRIDGE - Page 2 


PVTA conducts public hearings 
on rate hikes in van and bus fares 


by Kathy Shepard 
Feature Editor 


The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority has scheduled 
14 public hearings (including one held already at the 
Agawam Senior Center on April 16th) between April 
10th and May 7th to discuss rate increases in bus and 
van fares to take effect July 1st. 

The public hearings, to be conducted throughout 
the region, are intended to discuss matters which con¬ 
cern their riders, including: 

* Proposed fare restructuring for bus and van serv¬ 
ice; 

* Implementation of a 20-minute time window for 
£ick-up of van passengers; 

* Modification to Americans with Disabilities appli¬ 
cations. - • 


According to PVTA representatives, costs have 
risen in every aspect of their operations from fuel to 
insurance. They are 75-percent state-funded and 
have lost about $1.7 million per year of this state fund¬ 
ing. 

According to Sandra Sheehan, director of opera¬ 
tions for PVTA and spokesperson at the public hear¬ 
ing held April 16th at the Agawam Senior Center, this 
is the first fare increase in six years. 

According to the plan outlined, the bus base fare 
would go from 75 cents to $1. The elderly and dis¬ 
abled base fare is being hiked from 35 cents to 50 
cents, and the children’s fare will go from 60 cents to 

SEE PVTA - Page 3 
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MAYOR RICHARD A. COHEN has been promised by the state that the work now going on at 
the Julia B. Buxton Bridge will be completed by the summer. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

Bridge repairs creating headaches 
for River Rd. & Route 57 motorists 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 
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DUE TO THE JULIA B. BUXTON BRIDGE’S deterioration, weight restrictions will remain 
in effect until the bridge is safe to carry vehicles which exceed the present weight restrictions 
(22 tons for three axles; 28 tons for four axles). Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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ANTHONY BONAVITA - from Page 1 

Bonavita emphasized, “The knowledge and experi¬ 
ence that I have gained while serving on these coun¬ 
cil subcommittees will be an asset to me as mayor. As 
a councilor, I have listened to the voters, studied 
issues, and then voted in a responsible and profes¬ 
sional manner. Whether it is on education issues, 
senior citizen issues, or finance issues, as an exam¬ 
ple, I have strived to improve our community for the 
present and the future. I will continue to be a positive 
voice for Agawam." 

Bonavita has also served in other capacities, such 
as a former youth basketball and soccer coach; past 
president and present member of the Agawam Lions 
Club; and co-chair of the Amici Italiani Festival, 2002. 

Bonavita concluded, “I urge the citizens of Agawam 
to contact me to voice their concerns. As the cam¬ 
paign unfolds, I will address issues and viewpoints, 
but first I want to interact and receive input from the 
citizens on what their concerns are. Anyone wishing 
to contact me about issues or desires to work on the 
campaign may contact me at 786-2079.1 look forward 
to the campaign ahead.” 

City Council seeking 
member for 
Board of Appeals 

Agawam City Council President Gina M. Letellier 
has announced an opening for the following: 

An alternate member to the Board of Appeals 
for an unexplred term expiring January 1, 2006. 

Persons interested in this position should submit a 
letter of interest to the City Council office, 36 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA before 12:00 noon on May 15, 
2003. ‘ 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard 
Insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. 


SO. END BRIDGE - from Page 1 

“One option for trucks to cross into Agawam is the 
Morgan Sullivan Bridge, near the Eastern States 
Exposition Grounds, but this area has already been 
deemed one of the most congested areas in the 
Pioneer Valley,” Ms. Dachos said. 

Sergeant Donald Gallerani, safety officer, Agawam 
Police Department, told us, “Generally, traffic is 
backed up on the South End Bridge during commuter 
hours as it is. This construction can only make it 
worse. I suggest finding an alternate route while con¬ 
struction is going on." 

Alternate routes include the Agawam/West 
Springfield Bridge in North Agawam, the Morgan 
Sullivan Bridge, and routes from Suffield. If drivers 
use patience and plan carefully, the situation can be 
managed until the needed repairs to the South End 
Bridge are complete. 

In June 1994, a foot-square chunk of the bridge 
dropped from the roadbed onto River Road. George 
Bitzas, then-vice-president of the Agawam Town 
Council, received a letter during that year from Mass. 
Highway Department, describing the South End 


Bridge as “structurally sound but in need of repairs to 
the concrete decking." 

The bridge has been visually inspected and testing 
has been done with sound waves, ultrasound, and 
ground-penetrating radar to provide an analysis of the 
integrity of the concrete. 

The rehabilitation project is a temporary solution to 
repair this bridge, built in 1954. State officials hope to 
completely overhaul the bridge in the future, at an 
estimated cost of $60 million. 

Due to the bridge’s deterioration of some steel, 
weight restrictions wilUemain in effect until the bridge 
is safe to carry vehicles which exceed the present 
weight restrictions. The weight restrictions will be as 
follows: 22 tons for three axles and 28 tons for four 
axles. 

Otherwise, the bridge is considered safe for vehi¬ 
cles under these weight limits. 

Mayor Richard A. Cohen was expecting re-routing 
of traffic on Route 5 but was surprised when he 
learned of the weight limits being imposed on the 
bridge. He has been promised by the state that the 
work will be completed by summer. 



Are you sure you have all the insurance 
coverage you need to protect yourself and 
your family? At the Canary Blomstrom 
Insurance Agency, we'll make sure you have 
the right coverage, at the right price, with the 
best service around. And we'll make it in one 
stroke. After all, a sub-par game is great, 
but can you afford sub-par insurance? 


A neighbor you can turn to, 


> Canary 

S Blonistrom 


868 Springfield Street 


www.canaryblomstrom.com 
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75 cents. Children ages five and younger can contin¬ 
ue to ride for free. 

The changes related to van fare restructuring were 
described by Mayor Richard A. Cohen as “uncon¬ 
scionable" at the Agawam Senior Center public hear¬ 
ing and in his letter to Richard Mundo, executive 
director of the Agawam Council on Aging. 

In the letter to Mundo, Cohen said, “As my 
designee to the Board of the Pioneer Valley Transit 
Authority, I am requesting that you take the following 
steps: you are not to support or vote for the proposed 
rate of $4 each way on Dial-A-Ride services. This 
increase proposed by the PVTA is unconscionable . 
Too many of the elders of Agawam rely on public 
transportation and particularly vans for medical visits, 
as well as utilize the services provided at the Senior 
Center and for food shopping.” 

Cohen also pointed out, “Agawam, having only one 
fixed route as compared to other much larger com¬ 
munities such as the City of Springfield, should not 
subsidize these larger communities.” 

Mundo told The Agawam Advertiser News, 
“Seventy-percent of the rides in these vans are med¬ 
ically related. Adding $8 to the cost of a visit to a doc¬ 
tor when seniors are paying more in co-payments and 
losing their prescription drugs will lead to greater 
health problems because seniors won’t go. This is a 
life-and-death issue, forcing the seniors to choose 
between rides and their prescriptions.” 



GAIL FREEMAN (center), former adminis¬ 
trator at the Agawam Senior Center and now 
the executive director of the West Springfield 
Council on Aging, spoke against the proposed 
rate hikes for PVTA fares at a recent public 
hearing at the Agawam Senior Center. Advertiser 

News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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Regular Council mtg. 
agenda for May 5th 

Agawam Middle School - 7:30 PM. 

1. Citizen’s Speak Time 

2. Roll Call 

3. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Minutes - Regular Council Meeting of 4/14/03 
Minutes - Regular Council Meeting of 4/22/03 

5. Declaration of Council President 

6. Presentation of Petitions. Memorials & 
Remonstrances 

(a) Resolutions 

i; TR-2003-14- A Resolution Confirming the 
Reappointment of Priscilla Peterson, 51 Monroe St., 
Aga., MAto the Veterans’ Council for a Term Expiring 
April 1, 2005 (Mayor). 

2. TR-2003-15- A Resolution Confirming the 
Reappointment of George Schlagel, 490 N. Westfield 
St., FH, MA to the Veterans’ Council for a Term 
Expiring April 1, 2005 (Mayor). 

3. TR-2003-16- A Resolution Confirming the 
Reappointment of David Cecchi, 29 Albert St., Aga., 
MA to the Historical Commission for a Term Expiring 
January 1, 2006 (Mayor). 



Town Councilors Anthony C. Bonavita and George 
Bitzas also spoke up against the fare changes at the 
Agawam Senior Center^ublic hearing. Gail Freeman, 
a former administrator at the Agawam Senior Center 
and now the West Springfield Council on Aging’s 
executive director, said that the van and bus rides 
mean more than a doctor visit or a trip to food shop. 

“These rides bring many seniors out of their homes 
to socialize with their peers. No rides will mean they 
will experience isolation. Socialization and mental ill¬ 
ness are closely connected. Without rides, they move 
closer to nursing home care,” Mrs. Freeman noted. 

According to a fare restructuring plan provided by 
the PVTA, the greatest increases fall under paratran- 
sit and include ADA (Americans with Disabilities) and 
Dial-A-Ride. For rides in town for Americans with 
Disabilities, the fare is expected to jump from 50 cents 
to $2, an 200-percent increase, noted officials in 
opposition. 

A booket of 10 tickets will leap from $4.50 to $18. 
For Dial-A-Ride, the cost for in-town will catapult from 
50 cents to $4, an increase of 400-percent (and that is 
one-way). A booklet of 10 tickets will hurtle from $4.50 
to $36! 

Cohen said these costs will be affecting people 
who, in most cases, are living on a fixed income of 
some $600 a month. 


Another change PVTA introduced at the public 
hearing was the "20-minute window." This means that 
when someone schedules a van trip, the rider can 
expect the van within a 20-minute span of time. 

“You are responsible," said the PVTA, “for being 
ready to board the van anytime during the 20-minute 
window you are given. The van will arrive within it and 
the driver will wait only five minutes for you to 
acknowledge the van’s arrival and board the van. If 
you cannot be contacted, the van will depart for its 
next scheduled trip and the ‘no-show’ procedure will 
be enforced.” 

The PVTA receives its money from the state 
retroactively, so they have already provided many 
services for which the state will not reimburse them. 
Citizens can write to their legislators to protest this or 
other budgetary cuts. 

PVTA’s Special Services Department can be 
reached at 732-6248. A schedule of future public 
hearings and other information can be requested. 

The new rates are slated to take effect as of July 1, 
2003. 

“These conditions are the worst I’ve seen, as far as 
medical supplements and access to assistance and 
supportive services for the seniors, since I can 
remember," said Mundo. 


Sheriff Michael J. Ashe, Jr. to be 
honored on Wednesday, May 7th 


An evening to honor Sheriff Michael J. Ashe, Jr. will 
be held on Wednesday, May 7th, from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at Center Court, Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fqme, 1000 West Columbus 
Avenue, Springfield. 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

CITY OF AGAWAM 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Agawam City Council will conduct a public 
hearing on Monday, May 19, 2003 at 7:30 P.M. at 
the Agawam Middle School, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA on the application for three (3) signs 
to be located at the intersection - South St. and 
Main St. - located on Main St.; at the corner of Rte. 
57 (Suffield St.) and Rte. 57 West on ramp; and at 
the intersection of Shoemaker Ln. and So. 
Westfield St. - located on Shoemaker Ln. in accor¬ 
dance with Sec. 180-83, Paragraph B of the zoning 
by-laws as submitted by Crowley’s Stables, 32 
Shoemaker Lane, Agawam, MA. 

Ursula Retzler 
Clerk of the Council 

Published: May 1, 2003. 


The evening is being sponsored by the Committee 
to Re-Elect Michael J. Ashe, Jr. Hors-d’oeuvres will be 
served. The suggested donation is $100 per person or 
$125 per couple. 

Tickets are available at the door. 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the Agawam Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing at the Library 
Conference Room, Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA, on Monday, May 12, 
2003, at 6:30 P.M. for all parties interested in the 
appeal of the City of Springfield, Department of 
Public Works, which is seeking a Special Permit 
in accordance with Section 180-55, Paragraph 12 
of the Zoning Ordinances, which would allow for 
a modification of the final grading of the Bondi’s 
Island Landfill area known as Cell No. 1, located at 
the premises identified as M Street 
Extension/Bondi’s Island Sanitary Landfill. 

Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 

Published: May 1, 2003 



1. TOR-2003-2- An Ordinance to Amend the Code 
of the Town of Agawam by Adding Ch. 90 Entitled 
“Gasoline Service Station" (Coun. Bitzas) (Ref. to 
Zoning & Ordin. Comm, on 4/22/03) (Tabled on 
4/22/03) (3rd Reading) 

2. TOR-2003-10- An Ordinance to Amend Ch. 180, 
Entitled “Zoning” of the Code of the Town of Agawam 
(Mayor)(1st Reading)(Tabled on 4/22/03)(Ref. to 
Ordin. Comm, on 4/22/03). 

3. TOR-2003-21- Application for sixty-nine (69) 

automatic amusement devices for Six Flags N.E., 
1623 Main St., Aga., MA (Ref. to Lie. Comm, on 
4/22/03). r 


11. New Business 


Letter Carriers’ 
Food Drive slated 
for Sat., May 10th 


l 


The Letter Carriers’ Annual Food Drive will be held 
on Saturday, May 10th, accord¬ 
ing to Fred Harpin, Jr. of the 
Agawam and Feeding Hills 
Post Offices/Branch 46 of the 
National Association of Letter 
Carriers (NALC). 

Harpin, who is coordinating 
this year’s drive, is urging resi¬ 
dents to begin gathering non- 
perishable food items (no 
glass, please) to be placed by 
ieir mailboxes on the 10th. These goods will be 
icked up by a uniformed letter carrier and brought to 
ie local food pantry for distribution (located at the 
lethany Assembly of God). 

The letter carriers, with the support and coopera- 
on of Agawam Postmaster Mark E. DeForge, will be 
oing double duty that day by delivering the mail and 
icking'up food items, according to Harpin. 

Last year, Agawam residents donated more than 
0 tons of non-perishable food items for local distri- 


This. year, Sarah Hughes, the reigning Olympic 
Gold Medalist in figure skating, is serving as “Stamp 
Out Hunger” Ambassador for the food drive. An esti¬ 
mated 30 million people go hungry every day in 
America, including more than 12 million children, 
Harpin added. This drive is one way people can help 
those in their own area who need assistance. 
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Letters To The Editor 

Town of Agawam should be 
proud of emergency personnel 

To the Editor: 

To Chief Campbell, Chief Pisano, 

& Mayor Cohen: 

This letter is written to tell you and the people of 
Agawam how wonderful our family found your emer¬ 
gency services and personnel to be over the last 
year-and-a-half. 

The Town of Agawam is indeed fortunate to have 
the caring, well-trained men and women who answer 
emergency phone calls. They were there for us each 
time we needed them. The respondents were able to 
put us at ease and to handle each crisis quickly and 
in a professional manner. 

Please accept my thanks. 

Sincerely, 
Joyce Geiger 
Feeding Hills 

We all need to respect each 
other’s various opinions 

To the Editor: 

I would like to thank Richard Morassi for his 
refreshing honesty and forthright opinion about his 
abstention vote on tire council’s resolution supporting 
the troops and the war in Iraq. I agree with Mr. 
Monte'ssi wholeheartedly that the council of the city of 
Agawam is not a forum for accepting or declaring 
national political policies on behalf of the citizens of 
Agawam. Our councilors have not been privy to the 
same information that our senators and representa¬ 
tives have, and they should not be spending their 
valuable time jumping on a bandwagon whose direc¬ 
tion is unknown. 

Mr. Morassi made a very valid point when he said 
that we all appreciate the men and women who serve 
in our armed forces all over the world and who risk 
their lives to protect our freedom. The big question 
that remains unanswered is whether or not Iraq posed 
an immediate threat to that freedom. The only infor¬ 
mation our councilors have is the information they 
receive from the news media, and the news media 
only gives out the information our government officials 
want them to give out. Without knowledge of all the 
intricacies involved in the decision-making process 

Join John Kerry s campaign ... 

Become a member of 
the New Hampshire 
victory squad 

Volunteers are needed to travel to Keene, New 
Hampshire on Saturday, May 3rd. We will be leaving 
Western Mass, at 8:00 a.m. and will be reporting to 
the John Kerry for President Campaign Headquarters 
by 10:00 a.m. 

We will be home before 5:00 p.m. For more details, 
call Rudy Altobelli at 786-1577. 

Democratic Comm, 
to meet May 7th 

The Agawam Democratic Committee will hold a 
general meeting on Wednesday, May 7th at 7:00 p.m. • 
in the Community Room of the Agawam Public 
Library. 

All those interested in learning more about the 
Agawam Democratic Committee are invited to attend. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

leading to the decision to go to war, no one can make 
a valid judgement on the legitimacy of this war. 

When Mr. Morassi said that he would have voted in 
favor of a resolution that only supported our troops 
and not the war itself, he spoke for more people than 
I think he realized. Most of us learned from the shod¬ 
dy treatment of the Vietnam War veterans that we 
should never treat the men and women who risk their 
lives for our freedom in such a deplorable way again. 
But, again, to say in one breath that we support the 
troops and the war is incomprehensible and is not 
necessarily true. 

It is not the job of the city councilors to speak on 
my behalf about national policies. They should be 
concentrating on how to handle the budget cuts com¬ 
ing down the pike so that the education, police and 
fire services, road maintenance, and other public 
services for the people living in Agawam will not suf¬ 
fer. 

Every year, one of the quotes that I give to my stu¬ 
dents is the one by Voltaire that Mr. Morassi used in 
his editorial: "I may not agree with one word you said, 
but I will defend to the death your right to say it." This 
is one of the basic premises on which our democratic 
government was founded. Freedom of speech is val¬ 
ued almost beyond any of our other basic freedoms. 
Unfortunately, this premise has almost been lost in 
this war. Since people have been so caught up in the 
idea of patriotism, they have forgotten that patriotism 
can mean disagreeing with their elected officials. We 
all need to respect each other’s ideas and to allow 
each other to express those ideas without fear of iso¬ 
lation. 

Sincerely, 
Kathleen A. Mouneimneh 
Feeding Bills 

School administrators deserve 
praise for their tireless efforts 

To the Editor: 

During this difficult budgetary climate, Dr. Mary 
Czajkowski, Mr. William Sapelli, and Mr. John Kane 
are to be commended for their tireless efforts to pre¬ 
pare and present a level service budget for the 
Agawam Public Schools. 

At a recent public discussion on school issues and 
their effect on future budgets, Dr. Czajkowski stated 
her support for all current programs offered in the 
Agawam Public Schools. Her position is that nothing 
should be eliminated or altered in any way to accom¬ 
modate standardized testing. 

She expressed “the need to educate the whole 
child.” When can we expect that position to become 
the official policy of the Agawam School Committee? 
When will one of our elected officials say on the 
record that they will not be a party to the systematic 
dismantling of the Agawam schools for the sole pur¬ 


pose of increasing test scores? 

At the same meeting, Mr. Sapelli said that our 
seven schools have scored well above the baseline 
established by the Massachusetts DOE and are not at 
risk of being labeled failures. This begs the question - 
if things aren’t broke, why fix them? 

Sincerely, 
Desiree Montalvo 
Agawam 

Agawam Rotary thanks 
local businesses for support 

To the Editor: 

Last week, the Agawam Rotary Club hosted a 
Group Study Exchange from India. The Group Study 
Exchange Program of the Rotary Foundation of 
Rotary International is a unique cultural and vocation¬ 
al exchange opportunity for young business and pro¬ 
fessional men and women between the ages of 25 
and 40 in the initial years of their professional life. 

The program provides travel grants for teams of 
young participants to exchange visits between paired 
areas in different countries. For four to six weeks, 
team members study the host country’s institutions 
and ways of life, observe their own vocations as prac¬ 
ticed abroad, develop personal and professional rela¬ 
tionships, and exchange ideas. 

The group members from India shared their voca¬ 
tions with the Agawam Rotary, and were also able to 
tour local businesses, as well as job shadow several 
businesses for the day. Agawam Rotary benefited by 
gaining further knowledge of culture and business in 
India. 

The Agawam Rotary would like to thank the follow¬ 
ing businesses for making this exchange a great suc¬ 
cess: Six Flags New England, Sarat Ford, WWLP 
TV22, Shriners Hospital, Basketball Hall of Fame, 
and Spirit of Springfield. 

Lowell McLane, president 
Agawam Rotary 

K of C Council #5585 
appreciates town’s support 

To the Editor: 

The Knights of Columbus, President John F. 
Kennedy Council #5585 wants to thank everyone for 
coming to our Ziti Supper on April 24th. We especial¬ 
ly want to thank the following businesses, who donat¬ 
ed towards our door prizes. They are: 

Ferrentino’s Restaurant and Pizzeria, the Tavern 
Restaurant, the Ivanhoe Restaurant, and Points East 
Restaurant. 

Thank you to all. 

Grand Knight 
Gerry Parent 


***** 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today 
to “The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
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FATHER JOHN “JACK” BRENNAN (center) was sworn in recently as the Police Chaplain for 
the Agawam Police Department. Congratulating Father Brennan on this honor are (from left) 
Mayor Richard Cohen and Police Chief Robert Campbell. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Father John Brennan sworn in as 
Agawam’s Police Chaplain 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 


Updates from your 

Agawam Chamber of 

Commerce President 

by Brook Ashby 
Penfield Productions, Ltd. 

35 Springfield Street, 
Agawam MA 01001 
(413) 786-4454 


Ij t We’re developing ways in which 

to help retail businesses ... 

The Agawam Chamber of Commerce is continuing 
its efforts to help businesses in the town to grow and 
prosper. Recent efforts include the revision of a hand¬ 
book outlining procedures, timelines, permits, and 
licenses needed for businesses to start and/or 
expand in the town. We at the Chamber hope this 
document, once completed, will help businesses with 
their expansion goals in a timely and efficient manner. 

While this project focuses on the needs of all busi¬ 
nesses in the community, we also look for ways in 
which we can help specific segments increase their 
exposure and overall business. 

Specifically where retail businesses are con¬ 
cerned, the Chamber is in the process of developing 
a discount card that would drive more traffic to those 
types of businesses. While this card would increase 
revenue specific to retail businesses, the Chamber 
feels such a program would be a benefit to all 
Chamber members in that the employees of each 
Chamber member would receive a card, allowing 
them to realize what we hope will be substantial sav¬ 
ings in many retail establishments. 

While many details need to be worked out, the 
Chamber would be looking for member retail busi¬ 
nesses interested in participating on a yearly basis. 
Regardless of when the business’ membership 
renews, the cards would be effective for one calendar 
year from date of issue. The cards would identify the 
year in which they were valid, but would not indicate 
specific discounts. These discounts would be listed 
on the Agawam Chamber’s website. Our intention is 
that the list of businesses offering discounts would be 
ever-increasing, and this fluid arrangement could best 
be communicated via the website. Some features 
might include monthly premium offers, and the card 
itself might offer special exposure to card sponsors. 

Ed Borgatti of E B’s Specialty Chicken is heading 
this mammoth undertaking, and he has expressed a 
real commitment to seeing this work. If there are 
Chamber members (particularly retail members) with 
any ideas on this subject, they are encouraged to 
contact Ed at 789-3525; however, please do not call 
him during lunchtime hours! I am also available to dis¬ 
cuss this or any other Chamber issues, and I can be 
contacted at 786-4454. 

Remember, the Chamber works best when it 
knows what is needed from every aspect of the busi¬ 
ness community. If you have any needs or concerns, 
or need help (from who to contact for any business 
need, or contact information for local and state legis¬ 
lators), we want to hear from you! We spend a great 
deal of time determining what are the most important 
issues facing businesses both large and small, and 
we need your input to be as effective as possible. 
***** 

For the best in local goods and 
services, be sure to check our 
classifieds each and every 
1 week...AAN!U 


Father John “Jack" Brennan was recently sworn in 
at Agawam Town Hall as Police Chaplain for the 
Agawam Police Department. 

Police Chief Robert Campbell told The Agawam 
Advertiser News, “When Father Brennan came into 
town, I was impressed by his background. His father 
was a deputy fire chief and his brother was a 15-year 
veteran of the Northampton Police Department, allow¬ 
ing Father Brennan an appreciation for issues that 
confront both policemen and firefighters.” 

Part of his duties will be to assist in death notifica¬ 
tions; help with disasters with high casualties (on¬ 
site); and deal with the police and families. His 
responsibilities will also include serving as a repre¬ 
sentative of the clergy for the police, for sustenance. 


Senator Linda J. Melconian (D-Springfield) recent¬ 
ly participated in the momentous groundbreaking for 
the new home of the YWCA of Western 
Massachusetts - a $3.9 million building which will 
include a state-of-the-art, 48-bed shelter for victims of 
domestic-abuse and their children. 

“I have worked closely with Mary Johnson, 
Executive Director of the YWCA, as well as the 
Department of Housing and Comunity on this project. 
I am very pleased to see that Massachusetts is once 
again demonstrating that we have no tolerance for 
domestic abuse,” Senator Melconian said. “The $2.5 
million that the YWCA will receive over the next three 
years will create a safe, clean, secure, and encourag¬ 
ing environment for battered women and their children 


"I think Father Brennan is a great fit for the role of 
Police Chaplain," added Campbell. 

In the past, Len. Cowan, former minister of St. 
David’s Church in Feeding Hills, was Police Chaplain. 
“I respect all clergy,” said Campbell, “But, Len 
Cowan’s transfer left a void and he has been difficult 
to replace. Father Brennan has lived in a family with 
some members involved in public safety, so he knows 
what officers and firefighters go through.” 

Father Brennan is the sole priest for St. John the 
Evangelist Church, a parish of 2,300 households. He 
served as the 2003 St. Patrick’s Parade Chaplain; is a 
member of the Building Commission for the Diocese; 
and serves on the Bishop’s Health Advisory Council. 


to help them get back on their feet. I believe this facil¬ 
ity will serve as a model for shelters across the state.” 

Melconian has played a key role in securing the 
funding for the battered women’s shelter. In 1998, she 
worked to have the Housing Bond Bill amended to 
give battered women shelters- access to state money 
in the Housing Innovations Fund Program Line Item. 
Two years ago, Senator Melconian pushed to have 
the bond bill amended again, to allow shelters to 
receive awards up to 80-percent of the financing of 
total development costs, not to exceed $2.5 million 
per project. This financing has been vital to the suc¬ 
cess of this project and will enable the creation of 

SEE MELCONIAN - Page 7 



Melconian participates in groundbreaking 
for new battered women’s shelter 

$3.9 million structure will house YWCA and 48-bed shelter for battered women and their children 


Think about this... 

Lenders check your credit report every time you borrow. 

While inaccuracies are easy to correct, they can be costly to ignore. Review your report once a year with 
each of the three major reporting agencies, Equifax, TransUnion and Experian. For more borrowing 
information and guidance, visit your local Fleet branch. 



Member FDtC 


Forward. Thinking. Cj Fleet 
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The Agawam Advertiser News 

- Obituaries - 


ERIC H. BRUMLEY 

Eric Howard Brumley, infant son of Eric & Peg 
(Warner) Brumley, died recently at Baystate JVIedical 
Center. Besides his twin sister, Emma Catherine, he 
leaves his great-grandmother, Thelma Brumley of 
West Springfield; his paternal grandparents, Carl & 
Eileen Brumley of Feeding Hills; his maternal grand¬ 
mother, Madeline Warner of Westfield; and-several 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. He was predeceased by 
his maternal grandfather, Leonard Warner, in 1997. 

The funeral and burial were scheduled to be pri¬ 
vate, and Firtion-Adams Funeral Home was in charge 
of the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Baystate 
Medical Center, 759 Chestnut Street, Springfield, MA 
01107. 

WILLIAM F. CAMPANELLA 

William F. Campanella, 48, of Agawam, died unex¬ 
pectedly at home recently. Born 
and raised in the Springfield area, 
he graduated from East 
Longmeadow High School in 
1972, received a bachelor of sci¬ 
ence from Bridgewater State 
College (where he received the 
Outstanding Leadership and 
Academic Achievement Award), 
and a master’s of education from 
Springfield College in 1990. At 
Bridgewater State, he met his wife of nearly 26 years, 
Barbara (Giard) Campanella. 

His varied career background included Associate 
Director of'Alumni Relations, Associated Director of 
Admissions, and Downtown Campus Administrative 
Director for Western New England College. He also 
served as Dean of Enrollment Services at Bay Path 
College, and worked at the Bakos Group and 
Brightside for Families & Children. He belonged to 
various college admissions/counseling organizations 
throughout the United States, and was a cantor and 
choir member at Sacred Heart Church in Feeding Hills 
for 17 years. He was a devoted volunteer to the Spirit 
of Springfield and its many activities, including the 
“Taste of Springfield” and the grand opening activities 
for the new Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a* daughter, Joyce; a 
son, Rob; two loving dogs, “Angel" and "Buddy”; his 
parents, Francis W. & Theresa (Martel) Campanella of 
Agawam; and a brother, Michael of Clearwater, FL. 
The funeral was held at the Agawam Funeral Home 
and Holy Trinity Church in Westfield, with burial in 
Springfield St. Cemetery in Feeding Hills. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the William F. 
Campanells Memorial Scholarship Fund in care of the 
Office of Development, Western New England 
College, 1215 Wilbraham Rd., Springfield, MA 01119. 

JAMES C. DEMASI, SR. 

James Cosimo Demasi, Sr., 72, of 53 Brien St., 
Agawam, died recently at Baystate Medical Center. 
Born in Rivesville, WV, he moved to Springfield in 
1952 and lived in Agawam for the past seven years. 
He was a part-owner of Springfield Mold Works before 
his retirement in 1996. He was a U.S. Air Force veter¬ 
an of the Korean Conflict, and a member of the 
American Legion Post 277 in Indian Orchard. 

He leaves his wife of 50 years, Thelma “Toni" 
(Shinaberry) Demasi; a son, James C. Jr. of 
Chicopee; five daughters, Ann Kudlic of Feeding Hills, 
Deborah March of Chicago, Ellen Zordani of Agawam, 
Carol Alaimo of Feeding Hills, and Linda Elliott of 
West Springfield; 14 grandchildren; and two great¬ 
grandchildren. He was the brother of Julius, Ernest, 
and Frank Demasi of Morgantown, WV, Ellen Scartz 
of Springfield, and the late Dominic, Joseph, Paul 
Demasi, Rose Kaminski, and Pauline Westfall. He 
was also predeceased by his half-brother, Dominic 
Rocco, and half-sister, Rose Polidoro. He also leaves 
his inlaws, Everett & Mattie Griffin, Charles & Rose 
Shinaberry, and Audrey Ryan of Morgantown, and 
many nieces and nephews. 

The funeral will be held at the Agawam Curran- 
Jones Funeral Home on Friday, May 2nd, at 9:00 
a.m., with Liturgy in Sacred Heart Church at 10:00 
a.m. The burial will follow in Springfield St. Cemetery. 
Visiting hours are Thursday, May 1st, from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Memorial contribu¬ 


tions may be made to the American Heart Association 
or to the Sacred Heart Athletic Association. 

EILEEN F. EAGAN 

Eileen F. (O’Neil) Eagan, 81, of 37 Senator Ave., 
Agawam, died recently at a local nursing home. Born 
in Chicopee, she was a 1938 graduate of Chicopee 
High School and a 1942 graduate of Fitchburg State 
Teachers College. She moved to Agawam in 1945, 
and was an elementary schoolteacher in Agawam for 
over 40 years (primarily at Granger School in Feeding 
Hills). She was a member of the Catholic Women’s 
Club, a founding member and four-time president of 
the Agawam Lioness Club, and a communicant of St. 
John the Evangelist Church in Agawam. 

Her husband, Richard H. Eagan, died in 1996. She 
leaves a son, Richard H. Eagan, Jr. of Chicopee. The 
funeral will be held on Friday, May 2nd, at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Agawam Funeral Home, with a Mass at St. John’s 
at 10:00 a.m. Burial will be in St. Michael’s Cemetery 
at the convenience of the family. Calling hours are 
Thursday, May 1st, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Donations 
may be made to the Agawam Lioness Club 
Scholarship Fund, Box 52, Agawam, MA 01001. 

EDMOND J. FITZPATRICK, JR. 

Captain Edmond John Fitzpatrick, Jr., USN (Ret.), 
of Williamsburg, Virginia, passed 
away on April 7, 2003. He was 
the brother of Marilyn Curry of 
Agawam. 

Born in Hartford, Connecticut 
on June 6, 1933, he served 31 
years in the U.S. Navy, primarily 
in the Supply Corps. He moved 
with his family to Williamsburg in 
1978, completing his final assign¬ 
ments in the Hampton Roads 
area where he served as Commanding Officer of the 
U.S. Navy Cargo Handling and Port Group in 
Williamsburg. 

His decorations include two Meritorious Service 
Medals, Navy Commendation Medal, Joint Service 
Commendation Medal, China Service Medal, National 
Defense Medal, Antarctic Service Medal, and the 
Vietnam Service Medal. 

Following retirement from the U.S. Navy, he 
enjoyed a second career with Pomoco Group, Inc., 
where he served as Chief Operating Officer and 
Executive Vice President. 

He graduated from Trinity College in Hartford with 
a B.A. in history, and from Harvard University with an 
M.B.A. He also graduated with distinction from the 
National Defense Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces. 


students in the Senior Executive Resource Corp pro¬ 
gram at The College of William and Mary. 

He is survived by Joan, his wife of 43 years; his 
children, Gregory Fitzpatrick and his wife, Cynthia, of 
Dublin, VA, Gerald Fitzpatrick of Arlington, VA. and his 
fiancee, Mary Brooke Walker of Waldorf, MD, Kelly 
Parsons and her husband, Brian Parsons, of 
Williamsburg, Mary Smith and her husband, Renick 
Smith, M.D., of Fredericksburg, VA, and Timothy 
Fitzpatrick of Lubbock, Texas. 

In addition to Marilyn Curry of Agawam, he is sur¬ 
vived by two other sisters, Loretto Fitzpatrick of 
Farmington, CT, and Virginia Fitzpatrick of 
Albuquerque, NM; his grandchildren, Logan, 
Christopher, Grace, Gabrille, and Brianna of 
Williamsburg, and Caroline and Maggie of 
Fredericksburg; and many nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and family friends. 

The funeral was held at the Nelsen Funeral Home 
and St. Olaf Catholic Church (both of Williamsburg), 
with burial in Arlington National Cemetery to take 
place at a later date. A charitable donation to Hospice 
House in his honor is being coordinated by his chil¬ 
dren.. 

DANIEL P. HUDZIKIEWICZ 

Daniel Philip Hudzikiewicz, 58, of Feeding Hills, 
died suddenly recently while on business in 
Rochester, NY. Born in Springfield on August 23, 
1944, he lived in that city prior to moving to Feeding 
Hills nearly 32 years ago. He graduated from 
Springfield Technical High School and Westfield State 
College. He served his country in the United States Air 
Force during the war in Vietnam. He was employed by 
Transpro, Inc. in New Haven, CT for over 20 years. 

He is survived by his wife, Nancy A. Manning- 
Hudzikiewicz; two daughters, Kathleen A. 
Hudziekiewicz and Tricia A. Lathrop, both of Feeding 
Hills; and five grandchildren, Jeremy, Daniel, Colleen, 
Sean, and Megan Lathrop, all of Agawam. The funer¬ 
al Mass was held at Sacred Heart Church in Feeding 
Hills. Memorial contributions may be sent to the 
American Heart Association, 1111 Elm St., West 
Springfield, MA 01089, or the Crohn’s and Colitis 
Foundation of America - New England, 280 Hillside 
Ave., Needham, MA 02494. 

GINO J. MARCHESELLI 

Gino J. Marcheselli, 99, of Feeding Hills, died 
recently at Country Estates Nursing Home, Agawam. 
He was a paper cutter for 49 years at Powers Paper 
Co. of Springfield, and later worked in the mainte¬ 
nance department at the former, Forbes and Wallace 


In recent years, he enjoyed working with M.B.A. 


SEE OBITUARIES - Page 7 



“We understand that after the loss of a loved 
one, decisions on finaf arrangements can be 
challenging and overwhelming for a family.” 

- Frank Forastiere 


Simplicity... 


Cekbration of Life Tribute 'Packages are designed especially with 
your family in mind. We can help to make difficult decisions easier 
while still providing options to plan your loved one's lasting tribute. 

Our Family Helping Your Family. 

C OLONIAL FORASTIERE 

FUNERAL HOME 
985 Main Street, Agawam, MA • 413.786.2600 

SOUTHW1CK FORASTIERE 

FUNERAL HOME 
624 College H\w . Southwick • 413.569.5306 
wuw.ForastiereFuneralHome.com 

Pre-Planning V Burial \ Cremation \ Grief Support 

FORASTIERE, INC. (413) '33-311 CSV • 45 LOCUST ST.. SPRINGFIELD. MA 01 108 
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Department Store until his retirement in 1970. Born in 
Bolognia, Italy, on April 10, 1904, he resided in West 
Springfield and Feeding Hills for the past 60 years. He 
was a communicant of Sacred Heart Church in 
Feeding Hills. 

He is survived by his wife of 74 years, Florence 
(Borgatti) Marcheselli of Feeding Hills; a son, Richard 
J. and his wife, Lorraine, of Feeding Hills; a brother, 
Ralph of Agawam; a grandson, Gino J. of Feeding 
Hills; and a granddaughter, Gina Donovan and her 
husband, James, of Springfield. The funeral was held 
at the church and Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home 
of Agawam, with burial in Springfield St. Cemetery in 
Feeding Hills. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Country Estates Nursing Home Patient Activity Fund, 
1200 Suffield St., Agawam, MA 01001. 

IRENE M. MAYOU 

Irene M. (Bodah) Mayou, 82, of Corey Colonial, 
Agawam, died recently in a local nursing home. Born 
in Springfield on June 16, 1920, she had resided in 
Ludlow for most of her life. She was a communicant of 
St. John the Baptist Church in Ludlow, and was a 
member of the Ludlow Senior Citizens. 

She was predeceased by her husband, William E. 
Mayou, in 1978. She is survived by a son, William E. 
Mayou, and his wife, Geraldine, of Agawam; six 
grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; and one 
great-great-grandchild. 

The funeral was held at the church and Ratell 
Funeral Home of Indian Orchard, with burial in St. 
Aloysius Cemetery (also in Indian Orchard). 

RUTH NAVONE 

Ruth (Dahlke) Navone, 75, of 77 York St., West 
Springfield, died recently in her Pompano Beach, FL 
home. Born on April 21, 1928 in Feeding Hills, she 
grew up in the Hungary Hill section of Springfield and 
lived in West Springfield for most of her life. She and 
her husband of 46 years, Roland N. Navone, owned 
and operated Ron-Mar Inc. of Agawam. She was a 
member of the West Springfield Emblem Club, the 
Daughters of Columbus Lodge-#44, and was a past 
secretary for the Exposition Scholarship Fund. 

In addition to her husband, she leaves her children 
and their spouses, James & Marsha Ryan of 
Westfield, Roland & Joanne Navone of West 
Springfield, Mark & Joanna Navone of Southwick, and 
Marguerite & Rosco LaMontagne of Ludlow; a brother 
and his wife, Paul & Carol Dahlke of Agawam; seven 
grandchildren; several nieces and nephews; and 
many close friends with whom she shared her Friday 
evenings. She was predeceased by a sister, Theresa 
Giguere, and a brother, Wallace Dahlke. The funeral 
was held at the Curran-Jones Funeral Home and St. 
Ann's Church, with burial in St. Thomas Cemetery (all 
in West Springfield). Memorial donations may be 
made to the Exposition Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 
124, West Springfield, MA 01090. 
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she graduated from the former Central High School 
and worked as a clerk for Fire and Marine and then 
Monarch Insurance Companies. She was a member 
of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Longmeadow. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Harold G. 
Ransom, in 1981, as well as her daughter, Audrey 
Leete, and two brothers, Richard and Wallace 
Benson. She leaves a son, Douglas H. of East 
Longmeadow;' three grandchildren; seven great¬ 
grandchildren; a niece; a nephew; a grandniece; and 
a grandnephew. A memorial service was held at the 
Dickinson-Streeter Funeral Home of Springfield, with 
burial in Grove Hill Cemetery, Rockville, CT. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Shriners Hospital, 516 
Carew St., Springfield, MA 01104-2396. 

PAULA B. REPINEC 

Paula B. (Tonglet) Repinec, 80, of Letendre Ave., 
Feeding Hills, died recently at the Palmer House in 
Palmer. Born in Andenne, Belgium, she had lived in 
Feeding Hills for most of her life. She was a cafeteria 
worker at Agawam High School for many years, retir¬ 
ing in 1982. She was a communicant of St. Theresa's 
Church (All Saints Parish) in Agawam, and was a 
member of the Agawam Senior Center. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Ignatius C. 
Repinec, in 1988. She leaves a daughter, Patricia A. 
Mastalarz, and her husband, Joseph E., of Three 
Rivers; her grandchildren, Charlotte Garvey and her 
close friend, Joseph Fleming of Agawam, and 
Deborah Kelder of Wilbraham; and four great-grand¬ 
children, Sarah, Kristin, Nicole, and Ryan. The funer¬ 
al was held at the church and Toomey-O’Brien 
Funeral Home of West Springfield, with burial in St. 
Thomas Cemetery (also in West Springfield). 
Memorial donations may be made to the American 
Cancer Society, 30 Speen St., Framingham, MA 
01701. 

MICHAEL J. REILLY 

Michael J. Reilly, 46, of Westfield, died suddenly on 
Sunday, April 27th. Born in Springfield on April 17, 
1957, he was a 1975 graduate of West Springfield 
High School and later attended Holyoke Community 
College. He last worked for Ames Warehouse in the 
shipping and receiving department, and prior to that 
he was employed at Hamilton Standard for 19 years 
as an inventory auditor. 

He was predeceased by his father, John Reilly. He 
leaves his daughter, Tara and Kelly Reilly, both of 
Feeding Hills; his mother, Hilda Reilly of Westfield; his 
brothers, Stephen and his wife, Susan, of North 
Grafton, MA, and John of Holyoke; his sisters, Karen 
Jacobson and her husband, Randolph, of Waterford, 
CT, Donna Kenyon and her husband, William, of 
Wilbraham, and Lynne Laflamme and her husband, 
Marc, of Granville; his former wife, Deborah Reilly of 
Feeding Hills; and numerous nieces and nephews. 
The calling hours and a memorial service were held at 
the Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home of Agawam, 
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with burial to be private and at the convenience of the 
family. Donations may be made to the Shriners 
Hospital Donations Department, 516 Carew St., 
Springfield, MA 01104. 

JOHN J. SULLIVAN, JR. 

John J. “Jack” Sullivan, Jr., of Agawam and former¬ 
ly of Springfield, died recently of lung cancer in 
Agawam. Born in Springfield, he was a graduate of 
Cathedral High School and lived in Springfield for 79 - 
years before moving to Agawam. He was employed 
as a sheet metal worker at the A.L. Freedman 
Company in Springfield before becoming head of the 
metal department there, and later assumed the same 
position at the Titan Roofing Company of Chicopee. 

He was a member of Local 63 of the Sheet Metal 
Workers International Association. 

He was a United States Army Air Corps veteran of 
WWII, serving in the South Pacific and supporting the 
Air Corps efforts by repairing planes damaged in 
action in that area’s campaigns. He was a member of 
the American Legion Post 430, the Indian Orchard 
Knights of Columbus, and the Springfield Lodge of 
Elks #61. 

He was predeceased by his wife, Anna M. (O’Brien) 
Sullivan. He leaves his daughter, Joan M. Heffernan 
of Suffield, CT, and three sons, John J. Ill of Hollis 
Center, ME, David E. of North Kingstown, Rl, Peter K. 
of Northampton; six grandchildren; his loving com¬ 
panion.. Mickie (Giannetti) Anderson of Agawam, and 
her extended family; and a special friend, Tom 
Downey. The funeral was held at Sampson’s Chapel 
of the Acres Funeral Home and St. Catherine of Siena 
Church, with burial in St. Michael’s Cemetery (all in 
Springfield). Contributions in his name may be made 
to the Visiting Nurse Association and Hospice of 
Western New England, 50 Maple St., P.O. Box 9058, 
Springfield, MA 01102-9058. 

THOMAS E. VINCENT 

Thomas E. Vincent, 48, of McMurray, PA, died 
recently at Baystate Medical Center. Born in 
Springfield, he was a 1973 graduate of West 
Springfield High School. He lived in West Springfield 
for many years before moving to Pennsylvania in 
1993. He was a flight attendant for U.S. Air and a 
member of the Association of Flight Attendants. 

He leaves his wife, Lynn A. (Murray) Vincent; a 
' daughter, April J. Brunelle of Chesapeake, Va; his 
father, Robert Vincent of Jupiter, FL; his mother, 
Marlene ('Chase) Vincent of West Springfield; a broth¬ 
er, Michael R. Vincent of Chatsworth; CA; a sister, 
Marilyn A. Harpin of Westfield; -two grandchildren, 
Lucas and Leo Brunelle, both of Chesapeake; two 
nephews, Dylan F. and Austin J. Harpin, both of 
Westfield; and a niece, Sara P. Vincent - of Feeding 
Hills. A memorial service was held at the Agawam 
Funeral Home, with burial at the convenience of the 
family. Donations may be made to the American Heart 
Association, 20 Speen St., Framingham, MA01701. 


ELEANOR RANSOM 

Eleanor Ransom, 98, of Cooper St., Agawam, and 
formerly of Woodlawn Place, Longmeadow, died 
recently at Heritage Hall West. Born in Springfield, 

MELCONIAN - from Page 5 

future battered women’s shelters in other cities. 

Once complete, the new structure will have a cam¬ 
pus-style arrangement of services on six acres of land 
in Springfield, which will go a long way to address the 
needs of victims of domestic violence. The campus 
will include the offices of the YWCA; a 48-bed shelter 
for battered women and their children; and 28 transi¬ 
tional living apartments. This new campus-style 
arrangement will serve as a shining model for all 
future battered women and children services in the 

Commonwealth. 

The YWCA has offered housing options for women 
in Greater Springfield since 1868, and has been the 
primary provider of services to battered women in the 
Greater Springfield area since 1978. The YWCA 
receives over 8,000 hotline calls and shelters more 
than 200 women and children every year. Even with 
the strict criteria needed to gain access to the shelter, 
the YWCA estimates that six women are turned away 
for every one woman taken in. For more information 
about the YWCA of Western Massachusetts and the 
groundbreaking for the new center, please contact the 
YWCA at (413) 732-3121 or visit them on-line at 
www.ywworks.org . 


The fleet grows again! Assembled over the winter by 

Dillon, Joe, and Bailey (with a little help from Nono), 

our newest wagons sport large, expanded-metal decks N V l III 

and pneumatic tires—not exactly your average little . \ \| II j 

red (or green) wagon! And just in time, too \ \ '||j| 

htcau.se the yard is filled with beautiful ^ 

pansies, hardy dianthus, lettuce, cabbage and JJ | 

other cole crops, and hundreds of perennials. J I 

In fact, the selection here is so extensive that 11 

you may find these larger wagons still aren’t 11 

big enough. Don’t worry, though—fill as I] 

many as you need. We won’t mind at all! 


E. Cec6hi Farms 

II}I SPRINGFIELD STREET *>’ FEEDING HILLS, MASS. 

“Everything jou’d grow if you had forty acres.” 


m. 
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Super Stop & Shop supports The Jimmy Fund... 



SUPER STOP & SHOP in Feeding Hills Center has been raising money for The Jimmy Fund by selling scratch tickets to its customers. By buy¬ 
ing these tickets, the customers can win merchandise from Stop & Shop while supporting a most worthwhile cause. In left photo: While shop¬ 
ping with her children, Billy and Matthew, Andrea Enos (far left) purchases a ticket from cashier Pat Filkoski. Looking on is Marilyn Desrosiers 
(at right), the front end supervisor at Super Stop & Shop in Feeding Hills Center. In right photo: "BE A WINNER, DADDY!": Little Emily 
Randall smiles with anticipation as her father, Leonard Randall, purchases a Jimmy Fund scratch ticket from Super Stop & Shop cashier Gina 
Purinton.- 


New patrolman sworn in at Ag. Town Hall... 



BARRY P. SYNIEC (second from the right) was recently sworn in as an Agawam patrolman by 
Town Clark Richard Theroux (far right). Looking on are (from left) Personnel Director Coleen 
Hebert, Police Chief Robert Campbell, and Mayor Richard Cohen. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Red, White & Blue Celebration to Support 
Our Troops scheduled for May 3rd 


Veterans ’ Corner... 

Be sure to include 
your family member 
on the Board of Honor 

by Edward A. Kellogg 

Director/Agent - 786-0400, Ext. 236/237 

Spring is in the air. Our troops are coming home 
soon. The yellow ribbons are everywhere. The flags 
are flying on Main Street and in Feeding Hills. 
Memorial Day is just around the corner. The month of 
May is a busy time for this office. 

For the troops who have been activated or 
deployed, I have .established a bulletin board in the 
Town Hall for their pictures to be posted, a Board of 
Honor to recognize all who are serving. I ask family 
members of those who are deployed or activated to 
please post a picture of your soldier, sailor, airmen, or 
Marine. At present, I have 60 names of deployed peo¬ 
ple. I would like to see 60 pictures posted by family 
and friends. Don’t put it off. Do it as soon as you can. 
Let’s see our relatives, neighbors, and friends on that 
board. Come on down and get those pictures up 
before they get home! 

I want to extend a special thanks to the Lioness 
Club for their donation of $400, which was presented 
to this office. This organization has been very sup¬ 
portive when it comes to veterans’ issues. THANK 
YOU SO MUCH, LADIES. 

I would also like to say thanks to the “Youngtimers" 
who assisted in getting the Street of Flags up. They 
worked hard adjusting hardware, climbing ladders, 
putting up flags, etc. Thank you. Jack Conrov. Matt 
Blackak. Rav Spaanoli. Dick Bassett and Ed 
Disco . The Street of Flags looks great!! 

I need to say thanks to the Agawam Flower Shop, 
including Angela, her staff, and baby Maggie. They 
donated the roses that were given out with the flags 
to the families of our troops. Thank you, Angela. 

I try not to leave out anybody, but the names of 
people who are willing to assist with veterans' issues 
grows daily. Thank you to American Legion Post 185 
and the Post Auxiliary for all they do in the town. And 
a special thanks to Commander Ken Morytko and 
Mary Ellen Morissette. 

To my Veterans’ Council and my assistant, Dianne 
Moreau, thank you for all you do all year round. 

- God Bless America! 


For those who have husbands, family members, or 
friends in the service, the current state of the world 
can be a nerve-wracking place. Our troops need our 
support and we’re having a Red, White & Blue 
Celebration to Support Our Troops on Saturday, May 
3rd at Trumpets, 450 Memorial Drive in Chicopee, MA 
from 6:00 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 

There will be a cocktail hour from 6:00-7:00 p.m., 
with a buffet following until 9:00 p.m. DJ Mark will be 


playing music for dancing until 1:30 a.m. and there will 
be raffle tickets for sale for many prizes. Tickets are 
$15 and include one raffle ticket for a big screen TV 
from Best Buy. Those 21 and over are welcome. 
Dress is casual. 

A portion of the proceeds will go to benefit the 
Family Support Center at Westover. 

For tickets and information, call 413-739-7311. 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26 , so mail your check today 
to “The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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Special flag presented 
to Eagle Scout at 
Court of Honor 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

‘Only 2.2 percent of all Boy Scouts make Eagle 
Scout,” Hank Arenstam, commissioner in the Knox 
Trail District for Boy Scouts of America, told us at the 
Court of Honor held at Agawam Congregational 
Church recently for new Eagle Scout Corey R! 
O’Connor of Agawam. 

Corey received another unusual honor at his Court 
of Honor: a special flag that had flown over a United 
States compound in Afghanistan to honor Corey’s 
efforts in fulfilling a "wish list" for troops stationed 
there, was presented by a U. S. soldier who was vis¬ 
iting his home in Agawam after being stationed in 
Afghanistan. 

According to his mother, Donna O’Connor, Corey 
has been in scouting since the age of six. He has 
since earned 42 merit badges (when just 21 are 
required to become an Eagle Scout). 

Scoutmaster Paul Jensen and Mark McLaughlin, 
troop rank advancement chairman, helped Corey (as 
they would help any.Prospective Eagle Scout) through 
the process. According to Mrs. O’Connor, "The 
prospective Eagle Scout has to write a proposal and 
edit it. Jim Shaw, Corey’s troop rank advancement 
chairperson, helped throughout the process." 

Mrs. O’Connor is familiar with the scouting proce¬ 
dure. She is a committee member with Troop 82 
(Corey’s troop) and Cubmaster with Pack 78 (which 
includes grades one through five) at the Agawam 
Congregational Church. 

Also present at the Court of Honor were Corey’s 
father, Robert, and his brother, Kendrick, as well as 
friends, fellow Scouts and Scout leaders, relatives, 
and associates wanting to offer congratulations. 

“Corey’s project was done in December," she said. 
“Once completed, he had to write up the project, 
telling what he did and keeping track of personal 
hours, plus the hours of everyone who helped him and 
what they accomplished. He had to submit pictures of 
the collections as they took place and organize them 
in a notebook. Then he had to go before the Eagle 
Board of Review, which is part of the Boy Scouts of 
America, Pioneer Valley Council. 

“There,” continued Mrs. O’Connor, his project was 
reviewed and Corey was called to an Eagle Board of 
Review at Springfield City Hall. They asked him ques¬ 
tions based on the project and on a variety of Scout- 
related skills and facts. By passing this Board of 
Review, he could then become an Eagle Scout." 

Corey’s project resulted in the collection of 2,180 



EAGLE SCOUT COREY R. O'CONNOR (left photo, center) is pictured with his proud par¬ 
ents, Donna and Robert O'Connor. In right photo: At his Court of Honor, Corey (right) is con¬ 
gratulated by First Lieutenant Dominic DiTomaso, an Agawam resident who had been stationed 
in Afghanistan. In honor of Corey's efforts to fulfill a "wish list" for troops serving there, Lt. 
DiTomaso presented Corey with a special flag that had flown over a United States compound in 
Afghanistan. 

items, weighing 1,055 pounds, for United States sol- “Some people donated cash when Corey was mak- 
diers stationed in Afghanistan. “This took place last ing the collection for the 'wish list,’’’ Mrs. O’Connor 
December, when our troops were concentrated in said. “Shipping was complicated. Everything had to 
Afghanistan, not Iraq," Mrs. O’Connor explained. have customs paperwork, and each box had to be 
Corey needed a project, and he wanted to give under 35 pounds.'Luckily, there was enough cash to 
back to those who had given up so much to protect cover the expenses of shipping.” 
our freedom. He called various places, beginning with Not long after all the items were shipped, Corey 
the 104th Infantry in Westfield. received a phone call the morning after Christmas. “It 

He was referred to various points, finally connect- was still Christmas Day in Afghanistan," Mrs. 
ing with the director of Family Programs for the O’Connor noted. 

Massachusetts National Guard in Lexington, “The caller was First Lieutenant Dominic 
Massachusetts. DiTomaso, an Agawam resident who’d been stationed 

“They provided Corey with a ‘wish list,"’ said Mrs. in Afghanistan and was now calling to talk to. Corey. 
O’Connor, “And Corey went to work. He set up a stand Dominic’s mother had read articles In The Agawam 
at different times at Geissler’s Supermarket on Advertiser News and the. Springfield Union News 
Suffield Street, Agawam, and at Stop & Shop in about Corey’s collection project." 

Feeding Hills Center, handing out flyers with the ‘wish Even though it was not Lt. DiTomaso.group receiv- 
list’ on them. ing the items, he wanted to thank Corey, congratulate 

"If people wanted to participate, they would pur- him, and let him know that they were flying a flag over 
chase whatever item they could and give it to Corey their compound in Corey’s honor, 
on the way out. He got the boys and families of Pack Lt. DiTomaso said that he would bring the flag 
78 and children from Granger School to write letters to home and give it to Corey, and it was great timing that 
be included with the items." he was able to be present at Corey’s Eagle Scout 

Corey had expected that it would be possible to Court of Honor, 
ship the items from Westover, but then he learned that The project created hope for the troops. Corey said 
this would not be feasible. He had to raise enough that getting a call from the soldier from Afghanistan on 
money for postage, and the only place that could ship the day after Christmas was the highlight of the day 
was through the U. S. Postal Service. for him. And maybe a highlight of a lifetime. 



Rejean J. Remillard 

Insurance Agency 


Auto * Home * Life * Workers Comp. * Liability * IRA’S 
Conveniently Located In Feeding Hills Center 

Where Good Drivers Receive Valuable Discounts Without Group Hassles” 

Your Local Family Owned And Operated Agency Since 1970 


23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills 
(413) 789-3070 


o 

ag«tw«iM 


m, GRAND OPENING 

May 3rd -10am - 3pm 

JpP Bella Floral Designs 

-Fresh * Artificial * Arrangements *Candles 
Cards * Wreaths * Balloon Arrangements 
* Decorating for Parties * 
and our specialty 
Showers * Weddings * Funerals 

662 Springfield Street 
786-5510 

Please join us to see some of our many 
displays and to have some coffee and desserts. 


Open Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am to Noon 


Business Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9:30am-5:30pra 
Sat. & Sun., 9:30am-2:30pm 
Delivery to Surrounding Areas 
Get ready for Mother’s Day & The Prom!!! 
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Chapter 1 Golden Agers hold banquet... Pfc. Nicholas Griffin 

participates in 
“Northern Edge 2003” 

Marine Corps Pfc. Nicholas D. Griffin participated 
in “Northern Edge 2003" in Valdez, Alaska. The annu¬ 
al event is Alaska's premier joint/combined military 
training exercise developed and hosted by the 
Alaskan Command. 

More than 1,600 members from all branches of the 
U.S. military, active and reserve components, includ¬ 
ing coast guardsmen, participated in the two-week 
training exercise in and around the Port of Valdez. 

Northern Edge is designed to test the readiness of 
military forces, enhance the capability of all services 
-to participate in large-scale, joint operations, and 
hone warrior’s skills while performing their missions in 
cold weather conditions. 

The private is a basic security guard assigned to 
the Naval Weapons Station in Yorktown, Virginia. He 
is the son of Irene and Michael Griffin of South West 
THE MEMBERS OF THE Agawam Golden Age Club, Chapter 1, held their annual banquet at Feeding Hills and a 2000 graduate of Agawam 

the local Best Western. Pictured above are the Chapter 1 officers who were installed at the ban- ^ c ^ 00 * 

quet (from left): Joyce Asta-Ferrero, Secretary; Jan Riberdy, Vice-President; Terry Clermont, Polish trt llOSt 

President; Millicent Barnard, Corresponding Secretary; Alice Buell, Chaplain; and Dolores 

Gatti, Treasurer. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

The Polish American Club of Agawam will host its 
first Polish Dinner and Dance in almost a decade! 
Festivities will be held Saturday, May 3rd from 5:00- 
10:00 p.m. at the Polish Club Pavilion Hall, 139 
Southwick Street. 

A Polish Buffet will be served at 5:30 p.m. and the 
John Jeski Band will play Polish music throughout the 
evening. 

Tickets are only $12 in advance at the clubhouse 
and $15 at the door. Proceeds to help with clubhouse 
roof renovations. 

Senior Ctr. to hold 
can/bottle drive 

The Agawam Senior Center is having a deposit 
can and bottle collection at the Senior Center on 
Saturday, May 10th from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Funds to be used for furnishings for the new exten- 

_s 

THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS for the Agawam Golden Age Club, - 

Chapter 1 banquet were pleased with this year's get-together. From left: 

Ed Organek, Installing Officer; Loretta Wright and Rose Paro, Ticket 
Committee; and Jeannette Dore, Installing Marshall. Advertiser News photo by 

Kathy Shepard. 



Alan L. Ferrigno 

\_ Attorney at Law 


546 Springfield Street . , 
Feeding Hills 

(413) 786-9454 ^ 

* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid Planning/Wills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 25 years professional experience 



IT'S GOOD TO HEAR MOM LAUGH AGAIN. 

For so long, I could see the stress Mom was under. Taking care 
of the house, cooking all of her meals, and being alone so 
much of the time. Since she moved into Heritage Woods, I've 
seen a transformation even I didn’t expect. She has blossomed, 
as she has returned to doing the hobbies she loves, visiting 
with friends, and laughing like she’s really enjoying life. 

It’s nice to have my Mom back. 


To learn more about our premier 
assisted living community, 
please call Maxine lllingsworth at 
413-786-9704. 


Join us for a 

Community 
Open House 

Sal.. Apr. 

10am - -''P m 


Heritage Woods 

Assisted Living Community 
462 Main Street • Agawam, MA 01001 

413-786-9704 


Genesis ElderCare* 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters to host public 
information sessions in May 



P.O. BOX 238 AGAWAM, MA 01001 


Catskills trip 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center invite 
you to enjoy a spring fling to the Williams Lake Resort 
on Thursday, May 15th. 

We will travel to Rosendale, New York to the beau¬ 
tiful and majestic Catskills in New York state. This fab¬ 
ulous resort is the perfect setting for our luncheon. 
The view is breathtaking. The dining room overlooks 
Williams Lake. 

Later, relax and enjoy an afternoon with multi-tal¬ 
ented Erine Bruno. He will invite you to sing along and 
kick up your heels to your favorite music. 

Price per person is $55 and includes lunch, show, 
taxes, and gratuities. 

For more information, call Nellie Mathias at 786- 
9093. 

Fashion show & brunch 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center will be 
sponsoring a fashion show and brunch on Sunday, 
May 18th, in the Tivoli Room of Chez Josef. Fashions 
are by Lorraine’s Fashion Showcase in Holyoke. 

The social hour i^at 12:30 p.m.. Brunch will be at 
1:00 p.m., followed'by the fashion show. Raffles and 
door prizes are available; the donation is $25. 

Tickets may be ordered at the Agawam Senior 
Center. For table reservations, call Cathy Sears at 
786-9526 or Elaine Smith at 786-3091. 

There are still tickets and tables available for the 
Fashion Show. It’s not too late to order the tickets. 

Newport trip 

Join the Friends of the Agawam Senior Center at 
the Landmark Lobster Bash by the beach on 
Thursday, July 10th. 

We will be traveling to legendary Newport, 
“America’s First Resort,” for a lobster bake and show 
(steak and fish also available). Our “bash" will be held 
at the all-new elegant Atlantic Beach Club. 

Following lunch, we’ll enjoy an exciting perform¬ 
ance by impressionist/comedian Mark Verselli. 

Price per person is $60 (includes lunch, show, 
taxes, and gratuities). 

For more information, call Nellie Mathias at 786- 
9093. Book early. This is a sellout! 

Armed Forces Day 
celebration to follow 
Pancake Breakfast 

The annual Greater Springfield Area celebration of 
Armed Forces Day will take place on the grounds of 
the Springfield Armory National Historic Site and 
Springfield Technical Community College from 11:30 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 17th, following the 
annual Springfield "World’s Largest Pancake 
Breakfast." 

The Armed Forces Day Celebration will include full 
combat maneuvers with the 105 mm Howitzer, and 
weapons demonstrations ranging from the flint lock to 
automatic weapons. Also featured will be marching 
bands, drill teams, military displays, entertainment, 
and food. 

Representatives from several veterans’ service 
organizations and community groups will be available 
to assist veterans. 

Admission is free. All are welcome. 

For many years, Armed Forces Day was a huge 
event in the Armory, but celebrations ceased in 
1960s. The celebration was revived in 2001. 

For further information, contact J. Douglas Cuillard 
at 734-6478, ext. 226. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


Public information session will be held on 
Tuesdays, May 13th and 27th, for people interested in 
learning more about volunteering to be a Big Brother 
and Big Sister to children in their communities. 

The brief sessions will be held at The Residence 
Inn by Marriott, 64 Border Way (off Route 5 near 1-91) 
in West Springfield, at 5:30 p.m. 


A short video will be shown and a representative of 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampden County will 
answer questions. Individual information sessions at 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters office are also available 
by appointment. 

To register, call 781-4730 or visit online at 

www.bigbrothers-sisters.org. 



Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 
any articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 

A 


Berkshire Power’s 

8th Annual 

TREE DAY 

Saturday, May 3rd 

10am to 4pm 

36 Moylan Lane, Agawam 


Directions: From Rte. 57, South on Rte. 75 till third 
light, take a right onto Shoemaker Lane, follow for 
approximately 2 miles to Moylan Lane on right. 

FOR THE PAST 8 YEARS, BERKSHIRE POWER 
HAS BEEN THE PROUD SPONSOR OF 
TREE DAY, PROVIDING FREE, HEARTY 
SAPLINGS. WE’VE GIVEN AWAY OVER 
70,000 TREES. WE THANK THE RESIDENTS 
WHO HAVE TAKEN THE TIME TO PLANT 
AND CARE FOR THESE SEEDLINGS. 

THANK YOU 

FREE 3 yr. Douglas Fir Seedlings 

and 

2 yr. Japanese Flowering 
Crabapple Seedlings 
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CHRISTIAN JOEL (C.J.) BEAVIS 


Beavis family 
announces birth 
of Christian Joel 

Daniel and Catherine (Greene) Beavis announce 
the birth of their first child, Christian Joel (C.J.). 

He was born at Baystate Medical Center on 
January 6, 2003 at 1:56 p.m. Christian weighed eight 
pounds, one ounce and was 19-1/2 inches tall. 

His grandparents are Daniel and Marilyn Greene 
and Joseph and Trudy Beavis of Feeding Hills. 

Ag. Garden Club 
schedules plant sale 

The annual plant sale of the Agawam Garden Club 
will be held on Saturday, May 17th from 9:00 a.m.- 
12:00 noon in the parking lot of Sacred Heart Church, 
1103 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. 

In the event of inclement weather, the sale will be 
in the church hall. 

Hundreds of plants, both annuals and perennials, 
will be available, with prices from $1 to $5, depending 
on size and rarity. A special feature is perennials from 
the gardens of members of the Garden Club. These 
plants are all locally raised and proven good perform¬ 
ers for the Western Massachusetts area. 

A raffle will also be held, featuring select perenni¬ 
als and a free 2004 membership in the Agawam 
Garden Club. These plants are all locally raised and 
proven good performers for the Western 
Massachusetts area. A raffle will also be held, featur¬ 
ing select perennials and a free 2004 membership in 
the Agawam Garden Club. Refreshments will be 
available. Proceeds benefit the scholarship fund of 
the Agawam Garden Club. 



MR. & MRS. NORBERT ADAMSKI 


Norbert & Wanda 
Adamski to celebrate 
51st anniversary 

On Saturday, May 3rd, family and friends will cele¬ 
brate the 51st wedding anniversary of Norbert & 
Wanda Adamski. 

Last year, in recognition of their 50th year of mar¬ 
riage, a celebration occurred at Shaker Farms 
Country Club. In attendance, (among other family and 
friends) were their immediate children and their 
spouses, as follows: Edwin & Charlene Adamski of 
Agawam; Steven & Julie Adamski of Feeding Hills; 
Sandra & Dudley Thornton of Oregon; Susan & 
James Grupp of Granby, CT; and Paul & Theresa 
Adamski of Westfield, as well as their grandchildren 
Lauren Welch, Nathan and Daniel Adamski, Michelle 
and Bethany Grupp, and Ariana and Alison Adamski. 

It was a wonderful event for a special couple! 

Spfld. Central 
HS Class of 1988 
plans 15th reunion 

The Springfield Central High School Class of 1988 
will be holding its 15th reunion on Friday, November 
28, 2003 at the Springfield Sheraton Hotel. 

The committee is still trying to locate many class¬ 
mates. If a member of the committee has not contact¬ 
ed you within the past few months, please contact 
Jonas Hutchinson at ihutch@sbcma.com or (413) 
782-9922. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


“Beauty 
Corner” 

by Mary Ann Zicoleiia 
Salon Tres Chic 
339 Walnut Street Ext. 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


Looking great at any age 

No matter what age you’re at, keeping your skin in 
top condition will give you that radiant glow. During 
different stages of life, you will need to make changes 
to keep things working for you. Just being aware of 
what’s going on with your skin, trying new things, and 
removing things that don’t work anymore, will help 
you deal with changes. Here are a few tips to help you 
through the stages. 

Teens 

* Protect your skin with SPF of 10-15, reapplying 
as needed, as you probably spend lots of time in the 
sun with sports and sun exposed activities. If you tend 
to break out, try a gel sunscreen which won’t clog 
your pores. 

* Use clean wash cloths each time you wash to cut 
down on bacteria spread. 

* Carry mild astringent pads to refresh your face 
and cut down on shine. 

* Treat breakouts on chest, back, and arms like you 
would your face, keeping these areas clean and apply 
acne control products. Watch for over-drying. Over- 
the-counter products that contain salicylic acid or 
benzoyl peroxide will help in this area. Try our acne 
skin renewal facial (for the back, too!) with our 
esthetician, Kathleen. If no improvement is seen, 
you may want to consider a trip to the dermatologist. 

Twenties 

* Skin changes, so adjust your products according¬ 
ly. You’re not a teen anymore! 

* Start a serious skin plan of cleasing, gentle exfo¬ 
liating, weekly masks, and a light daily moisturizer for 
under make-up and at bedtime. 

* Eye creams are good if your eye area becomes 
dry. Gels are better for puffiness and dark circles. 

Thirties 

* Follow the routine for the twenties. Even if job and 
family demands leave your busier, just five minutes in 
the AM and five minutes in the PM is all you need. 

* Skin may need more hydration. A change in your 
night-time skin cream to a richer formula may be help¬ 
ful. 

* Pores may seem larger. Thj^’is from decreased 
elasticity in skin. To minimize their appearance, keep 
skin very clean and dust on loose powder to create an 
even looking surface. 

Visit Kathleen, our highly trained esthetician, to 
receive a complimentary make-over! 

. Next week, we will continue with part 2 ... forties, 
fifties, and sixties. 

Thought for a smile: a trip through time; browsing 
at the antique car show. 

Helping you look great because ... Beauty is our 
business! * 

Free seminar 
to examine 
preparation of wills 

A free seminar will be held at the Sacred Heart 
Parish Center, Feeding Hills, on Wednesday, May 
7th, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. This event will pro¬ 
vide information on how to assure that bequests are 
provided to the persons and/or charities of your 
choice. 

Lunch will be provided. Reservations are required. 
Please call Virginia Webb, 452-0630, for further infor¬ 
mation or to make a reservation. 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each 
and every week ... AANH! 


CALABRESE 

FARMS 


257 Feeding Hills Rd., Rte. 57 
Southwick - (413) 569-6417 


I Come see our large selection of: 

Bedding Flowers, Geraniums, Perennials and Rose Bushes 

Rmfimtibrn Mmn ««,<, 

Give Mont a gift that will last all season long ... 

Hanging Fuchias, Impatiens, Ivy Geraniums, Bacopia, 

Surfinia, Thunhergia, Wave & Million Bells Petunias, 

Torenia & Many More Hangers... 



IFmsih IFmm dDwir (Own IFmlldk*... 

Spinach and Rhubarb 

Cold Weather Vegetables & More 
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Agawam Garden Agawam Library Informing the public 


Club to host spring 
planting program 

Spring Planting Techniques" will be the program 
for the Tuesday, May 13th meeting of the Agawam 
Garden Club. The meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Building 21 Greenhouse on the campus of 
Springfield Technical Community College. 

Non-members of the Garden Club are welcome to 
attend; a $2 donation is requested. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Professor Barbara Schaedler, chairperson of the 
Landscape Design & Management Technology 
Program at STCC, will share tips and timing for the 
spring care and planting of perennials and annuals, 
vegetables, trees, shrubs, and lawns. 

Advice will be provided on the best times and tech¬ 
niques for fertilizing, pruning, seeding, and planting. 
Examples will be shown in both the greenhouse and 
arboretum on campus. 

Professor Schaedler is an author and award-win¬ 
ning registered landscape architect, with 20 years of 
professional experience. 

She holds an MA in liberal studies from the New - 
School for Social Research, a BLAfrom the University 
of Georgia, and an AAS in horticulture from SUNY 
Farmingdale. 

Mass. Citizens For 

* 

Life to host dinner 

On Thursday, May 15th, the Pioneer Valley Region 
of Massachusetts Citizens for Life will celebrate its 
29th Annual Mothers' Day Dinner at Chez Josef in 
Agawam. 

The keynote speaker will be Deacon Kenneth 
Ryan, Supreme Treasurer of the Knights of 
Columbus. Ryan is the coordinator of all international 
pro-life activity for the Knights. 

Pro-Life Awards will be presented to Mary E. 
McDonald of Amherst and Lawrence Filiault of Gill. 

The dinner theme is “A Celebration of Dedication” 
to acknowledge the unwavering contributions made 
by so many to the pro-life movement over the years. 

For ticket information, call Monica Butler at (413) 
746-0655 or the MCFL office at (413) 583-5034. 


to host poetry 
workshop 

The Agawam Public Library welcomes Tom 
Nicotera for a poetry workshop entitled “Writing the 
Poem,” on Wednesday, May 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
library’s small conference room. 

This is the first program in a four-part poetry series 
on Wednesdays in May. The workshop may be taken 
as part of the series or it may be taken independent¬ 
ly- 

This hands-on poetry workshop will go from start¬ 
ing the poem (imagination, memory, & experience), 
writing the poem (letting the poem flow), editing the 
poem (find out what makes a bad poem bad), and 
presenting the poem (tips on publishing, readings, 
and slams). Whether a person writes poetry or never 
has written a poem, this workshop will be suitable. 

Tom Nicotera, M.A. Literature, works as a library 
cataloger at the American School for the Deaf. He 
recently edited the Charter Oaks Poets II Chapbook, 
was a featured poet on the Albany Cable TV program, 
“Poetry Motel^ and is the co-host of the Wintonbury 
Library Poetry Series. 

Publication credits include Painted Bride Quarterly, 
Journal of Poetry Therapy, the Boston Poet, Raw 
Nervz. He was on the organizing committee of the 
2001 Connecticut Poetry Festival and has given 
numerous workshops and readings. In Washington, 
D.C., he was a founding member of the Second Wind 
Poetry Group and coordinated the Takomna Cafe 
Performance Poetry Series. He also writes poetry 
reviews for The Sly Librarian magazine. 

The program is free and open to adults and young 
adults (sixth-grade and above). Please register at the 
library, or call the Information Desk at 789-1550, ext. 
109. 

***** j 

Want to keep up on all the latest news 
in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be 
sure to subscribe to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! A one-year subscrip¬ 
tion costs only $26, so mail your check 
today to “The Advertiser News,” P.O. 
Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


about homeless pets... 



LAST MONTH AT THE Springfield 
Museums, Debbie.La Bruzzo of the Homeless 
Cat Project and Concerned Citizens for 
Animals, Inc. was on hand for a program 
titled "The Truth About Cats and Dogs." She 
works with a team devoted to reducing the 
homeless cat population through a spaying 
and neutering program. Advertiser News photo by Kathy 

Shepard. 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —————— — — — -a 

Agawam Senior 
Center’s weekly 
lunch menu 

Mon., 5/5: Salisbury steak w/gravy, peppers, & 
onions, potato puffs, plums. 

Tues., 5/6: Pork cutlet w/gravy, haryest rice, car¬ 
rots, Jello. 

Wed., 5/7: Chicken cacciatore, ziti salad, whole 
wheat Vienna bread, ice cream. 

Thurs., 5/8: Stuffed peppers, mashed potatoes, 



Carpet VINYL ^wood 


TILE Laminate 


RUG & TILE 


the Place to Be! 




RAINFALL 

rber <fc^65 


Price includes 
normal installation 
& 6 lb. padding 

Reg. S3.00 sq.ft, j 


Store Hours: 

Mon., Tues., 

Wed. 9-5 pm 
Thurs. & Fri. 9-8 pin B-j 
Sat. 9-4 pm 


16 Southwick St. • Feeding Hills, MA 
( 413 ) 786-8085 

tbluy Carpel... the Place to He! _- 




com, pineapple. g 

Fri., 5/9: “Mothers’ Day Celebration” - baked I 
ham, scalloped potatoes, summer squash, whole 1 
wheat rolls, rosebud cake. 

(All meals are served with whole-grain | 
breads/rolls; menu subject to change without D 
notice.) | 


If you have dropped off any 
photos to our office for Boy 
Scout activities, church events, 
etc., please pick them up after 
they appear in The AAN... 


CHINA STAR * 


Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 
382 Main Street - Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170*789-7196 


"Lunch And 
Dinner 
Combos: 

Buy 1, Get 2nd 
At 

i Any : 

! LUNCH Combo > 
j $3.95 j 

Half 

Price 

Any 

DINNER Combo ■ 

j $5.25 ! 

Expires 5/08/03 - With Coupon 
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Annual ziti dinner by Agawam Lioness Club... 



LAST MONTH AT THE "LIONS' DEN" on the grounds of The Big E in West Springfield, the Agawam Lioness Club held its annual ziti dinner. 
From left: Judging from the smiles on their faces, club members Kathy Turnbull, Shirley Shea, Mary Roy, and Rose Kiefifer enjoyed serving din¬ 
ner to the hungry attendees. In center photo: Janet Parslow and Rose Morassi of the Agawam Lioness Club were delighted with the success of 
the 50/50 raffle that took place during the annual ziti dinner. In right photo: After all of the ziti was eaeten at the "Lions' Den," event chairper¬ 
son Alice Olsen (left) and Beverly Tetreault said that they are looking forward to next year's dinner by the Agawam Lioness Club. 


Forastiere Funeral 
Home to host 
retirement seminar 

All of us at some point in our lives think about our 
retirement years. We all want to enjoy these years 
with peace of mind. Maybe do the traveling we always 
dreamed about. How do we get our affairs in order? 
Where can we find safe travel options? 

These questions and more will be answered by the 
experts in an informative seminar held at the 
Agawam Public Library Meeting Room, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam on Tuesday, May 20th 
from 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

Attorney Holly Lewis will speak on Asset 
Protection, Estate Planning, and Medicaid. Funeral 
Director JoAnn Forastiere Skiba will speak on Funeral 
Pre-Planning, Pre-Registration to the Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, and Cremation 
Options. Program Ambassador Eleanore Kepler for 
Elderhostel Travel Organization will speak on 
Extraordinary Travel and Learning Adventures for 
people age 55 and over. 

Free packets of information will be available and 
refreshments will be served. If you would like to 
attend this free seminar or would like more informa¬ 
tion, please contact Forastiere Funeral Home to 
register at 786-2600. 

Fashion show. & 
brunch sponsored 
by Friends of 
Agawam Senior Ctr. 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center will be 
sponsoring a fashion show and brunch on Sunday, 
May 18th, in the Tivoli Room of Chez Josef. Fashions 
are by Lorraine’s Fashion Showcase in Holyoke. 

The social hour is at 12:30 p.m.. Brunch will be at 
1:00 p.m., followed by the fashion show. Raffles and 
door prizes are available; the donation is $25. 

Tickets may be ordered at the Agawam Senior 
Center. For table reservations, call Cathy Sears at 
786-9526 or Elaine Smith at 786-3091. 

There are still tickets and tables available for the 
Fashion Show. It’s not too late to order the tickets. 

For the best in local goods and serv¬ 
ices, be sure to check our classifieds 
each and every week...AANH! 


Dinner to honor 
former State Rep. 
“Soco” Catjakis 

Proceeds to benefit St. Jude’s Hospital 

On Saturday, May 10th, friends of former 
Massachusetts State Representative Athan “Soco” 
Catjakis are hosting a dinner to honor Catjakis and 
benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Over 
the years, Soco Catjakis has enriched the lives of so 
many, and now friends and family wish to honor him. 

Soco has been a big supporter of St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital for years, and it is a 
cause of major importance to him. Proceeds of the 
ticket sales for the dinner will go to the research and 
treatment of children with cancer and other diseases 
at St. Jude. Tickets are $30 aand can be purchased 
through the ALSAC/St. Jude Regional Office at 617- 
965-5262. 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, 
Tennessee was founded by the late entertainer 
Danny Thomas. The hospital is an internationally rec¬ 
ognized biomedical research center dedicated to find¬ 
ing cures for catastrophic diseases of childhood. The 
hospital’s work is supported through funds raised by 
the ALSAC. 


May calendar 
of events for Golden 
Age Club, Chapter 2 

Mon., May 5th: Bus trip to Mohegan Sun Casino. 
Wed., May 7th: Regular meeting, 1:30 p.m. at the 
Senior Center. Barbara Ewing, pianist and singer, will 
entertain. 

Wed., May 21st: Regular meeting, 1:30 p.m. at the 
Senior Center. Entertainment by The Harmonicats. 

Fri., May 23rd: Luncheon Board Meeting, 1:00 
p.m. at Partner’s Restaurant. 

For information on trips, please call Arthur Usher at 
786-3567. 

All Agawam seniors are cordially invited to join 
Chapter 2. Please see Rosemarie Usher, vice-presi¬ 
dent. 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard 
Insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. 


ALSAC covers all costs 
not covered by insurance 
for medical treatment ren¬ 
dered at St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital. 
Families without insurance 
are never asked to pay. 
For more information, 
please visit www.stiud 
e.ora . 

For tickets/reservations, 
call Dennis Murphy at 731- 
7500, Richard Thomas at 
739-2156, or St. Jude’s 
Children Hospital, 1-800- 
341-5800. 

■kick 

For all the 
hometown 
news, you turn 
our pages each 
and every week 
... A AN!!! 


66 The Place to be 



School Street BistTO 


The Columbia Meeting House 

Celebrate Mother’s Day with us! 

Make this day special for the whole family „ 
Choose from one of our Mother’s Day Specials! 

www.schoolstreetbistro.com 

Creative Cosmopolitan Dining 

Live Entertainment Banquet Facilities 

Gift Certificates Available 
29 School Street, Westfield, MA (413) 562-8700 


kkk 
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m) Church News 



PICTURED ABOVE ARE members of the Youth Group from Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church during their visit to the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City. Front row: 
Greg Donaldson, Courtney Donaldson, Alicia Linder, Christine Kretschmar, and Jeff Chapman. 
Back row: Diane Fiejdasz (chaperone), Brian Sojkowski, and Andy Kretschmar. 


Feeding Hills 
Congregational 
Youth Group visits 
NYC cathedral 

Recently, members of the Youth Group from 
Feeding Hills Congregational Church, United Church 
of Christ, visited the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
in New York City. The overnight event was a 
Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ 
program called “Nightwatch,” an overnight event 
designed to offer high school students the opportunity 
to explore St. John’s, the largest authentic Gothic 
cathedral in North America. 

Funds for the the trip were raised by the Youth 
Group's occasional roast beef dinners. The group has 
also visited the Holocaust Museum in Washington/ 
D.C. and Notre Dame Cathedral in Montreal. Diane 
Fiejdasz and Rev. Rob Donaldson chaperoned the trip 
for Feeding Hills. There were about 100 youths from 
across Massachusetts at St. John’s for “Nightwatch.” 
The Youth Group thanked Rev. Donaldson for organ¬ 
izing field trips such a» “Nightwatch” by donating $60 
to the Parish Cupboard in his honor. 

* ★ * 

Sunday worship begins at 10:00 a.m. at Feeding 
Hills Congregational Church. This Sunday (May 4th), 
our pastor, the Rev. Rob Donaldson, will speak on 
Numbers 21:4-9 and the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
according to Luke, chapter 24, verses 36-48. This 
section is Luke's version of the Great Commission, 
the assignment Jesus left for his followers. 

Rev. Rob’s sermon is called “Working on 
Commission." The person who reads the Bible pas- 

CROP Walk 
returning to West 
Side for 2003 

Plans are underway for the 2003 CROP Walk, 
scheduled for October 19th this year. The committee, 
chaired by Gloria Germani of West Springfield, has 
already had two very successful meetings. 
Approximately 25 citizens of Agawam, Feeding Hills, 
and West Springfield attended the meetings, which 
were held at the Parish Cupboard and St. Ann’s. 

After many years, the walk will return to West 
Springfield in the fall of 2003. A sub-committee of 
Stella Rogers, Candy Boucher, and Fr. Michael 
Twohig is finalizing the route which will pass the 
Parish Cupboard (the recipient of one-fourth of the 
CROP Walk proceeds). 

Other committees are focusing on publicity, hospi¬ 
tality, safety, and recruiting. A recruiting chairperson 
will be selected from each of the churches in 
Agawam, Feeding Hills, and West Springfield. A 
recruiters’ meeting is already scheduled for June. 

“We want to give recruiters a chance to be organ¬ 
ized by September,” said Gloria Germani. The com¬ 
mittee will also solicit teams of walkers from area 
schools, youth groups, civic clubs, scout troops, and 
town hall. 

The next meeting of the CROP Walk committee is 
scheduled for May 19th at Mittineague United 
Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 

The CROP Walk is an international event that ben¬ 
efits local, regional, domestic, and international caus¬ 
es. This year’s proceeds will assist refugee programs 
and water access programs overseas, as well as 
empower agencies that feed people locally (like the 
Parish Cupboard). "We walk because others walk" is 
the motto of the CROP Walk, calling to mind all those 
who must walk many miles for the food that sustains 
their families. 


sage on which Rev. Rob's sermon is based is called 
the lector. Our lector this Sunday will be Chris 
Mangano. Bill and Kathy Rose will welcome you to 
worship and usher you to your seat. 

* * ★ 

Our Confirmation class will meet this Wednesday at 
6:30 p.m., followed by choir rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. 
We're always happy to welcome new voices to join us 
in praising the Lord, so stop in for a visit if you've ever 


thought this music might be your gift to God. 

* * ★ 

If you’re searching for a new church to call home, 
we hope you’ll visit us at Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ. Please call our office 
at (413) 786-5061 or e-mail us at feedinahillsucc@ 
earthlink.net if you need more information. You can 
also find out more about us at the following website - 
Http://communitv.masslive.com/cc/fhccucc . 


Kids enjoy.’’Easter Egg Hunt" at .VCC 



THE CHILDREN FROM VALLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH are shown enjoying the fruits of 
their labor following an "Easter Egg Hunt" on Saturday, April 19th, at the church (152 South 
Westfield Street, Feeding Hills). For information on worship services, Sunday School, or Bible 
study, call 786-2445. 

******* 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however ; we appreciate 
any articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... AANW 
















Page 16 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


May 1, 2003 


There is something for everybody at the Trading Post... 



fln left photo: Arline Smith, Bernice Nowill, Paula Remington, and Ruth Roberts are volunteer workers at the Trading Post, which is located at 
the Agawam Baptist Church (corner of Main and Elm Streets). These dedicated ladies are holding some the various items that can be purchased 
at the Post. In right photo: Phyllis Damon is holding a beautiful dress that's on sale at the Trading Post, which is open on Wednesdays from 10:00 
a.in. to 5:30 p.m. If you’re looking for kitchen utensils, books, toys, cards, small appliances, and quality second-hand clothes, then the Trading 

Post is the place to be! Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


Weekly activities at All Saints Parish 

St. Anthony of Padua Church * St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church 


Rev. Steven Amo, Administrator 
St. Anthony of Padua Church, 108 Bridge St., 
Agawam; St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church, 74 
Bridge St., Agawam 

Rectory: (413) 786-4451. Website: www.allsaints. 
alphanine.com . 

Mass Schedule 

Mon.-Tues: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony 
Wed.: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony - COMMUNION SER¬ 
VICE (no Mass) 

Thurs.: 7:00 p.m., St. Anthony 
Fri. & Sat.: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony 
Sat.: 4:30 p.m., St. Theresa 
Sun.: 8:30 a.m. (St. Anthony) and 11:00 a.m. (St. 
Theresa) 

Holy Day Vigil: 6:00 p.m., St. Anthony 
Holy Day: 9:00 a.m./6:00 p.m., St. Theresa 
Rosary: One half hour before daily Mass 

Calendar of Events 

Please note change in church location 
effective May 1st for daily Masses. Location 
of the Lord’s Day Masses remains the same 
Thurs., May 1st: 6:30 . p.m., Rosary at St. 
Anthony’s; 7:00 p.m., Mass at St. Anthony's, offered in 
memory of Martha Thomson and Mina Brisson; 10:30 
a.m., Confessions will be heard for the First 
Communion class in preparation for First 
Communion; 7:30 p.m., First Communion rehearsal. 

Fri., May 2nd: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Antony’s’s offered for the 
People of All Saints Parish. 

Sat., May 3rd: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s offered for Priests & 
Our Holy Father; 10:30 a.m., First Holy Eucharist at 
St. Anthony Church; 4:30 p.m'., Mass, at St. Theresa’s 
offered in memory of Anthony & Elizabeth Saracino. 

Sun., May 4th: 8:30 a.m., 3rd Sunday of Easter. 
Mass at St. Anthony’s with the Crowning of Mary. 
Grade 6 CCD students will host this Mass, offered for 
the People of All Saints Parish; 11:00 a.m., Mass at 


St. Theresa’s hosted by the Grade 7 CCD students, 
offered in memory of Emeline, Arsenio, and Lawrence 
Gallerani. 

Mon., May 5th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s; 7:00 p.m., Choir 
rehearsal for the 8:30 & 11:00 choirs at St. Anthony’s. 

Tues., May 6th: 9:00 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s, 
Mass at St. Anthony’s. 

Wed., May 7th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m., COMMUNION SERVICE at St. Anthony’s 
(NO MASS). 

Thurs., May 8th: 6:30 p.m., Rosary at St. 
Anthony’s; 7:00 p.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s. 

All Saints Parish Mission Statement 

As a community of faith, we strive to live the exam¬ 
ples of our patrons, the saints in heaven. We gather 
around the Eucharistic tables as one in mind and 
heart seeking an interior relationship with Christ that 
then empowers each member to bring His presence 
into the world. From our youth (whom we educate) to 
our aged and infirmed (to whom we bring comfort), we 
strive to recognize the honor of each through the fos¬ 
tering of sacramental and spiritual healing. 

As a community of prayer, we implore God for the.- 
needs of all His people. Always loyal to and support¬ 
ive of the larger Church, we gather around our Bishop 
and our chief teacher and shepherd as successor of 
the Apostles. 

As a parish family, we are dedicated to the values 
and morals taught by our beloved Catholic faith. 
When one among us is in need, it is our communal 
obligation to bring the comfort and love of Christ into 
that situation. 

At the center of our lives is the worship of Christ, 
receiving of His Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist, 
and allowing that Presence to work in and through 
.those who have come together to offer themselves in 
praise. 

In Christ, we have been called to be family, as fam¬ 
ily, we have been called to love and worship. We seek 
always to keep that call alive and vital in our commu¬ 
nity and in our world. 


“What’s happening?” 
at Faith Bible Church 

* Who Are We? 

We are a non-denominational church dedicated to 
honoring God by teaching, preaching, and imple¬ 
menting Biblical doctrine toward maturing the saints 
in service to our Lord and Savior. If you are looking for 
a place to worship the Lord, please visit us. All visitors 
are welcome. 

* Where Are We? 

We are a growing church located at 370 
Shoemaker Lane in Agawam. Call 786-1681 for more 
information. 

* What Can We Offer You? 

* Sunday School: 

Adult and children’s Sunday School is held every 
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. 

* Church Service: 

Sunday services are held at 10:30 a.m. This 
Sunday’s message will be delivered by Senior Pastor 
James Jasmin. 

* Children’s Church: 

Junior Church is held at 10:30 a.m. in the Wilma 
Powers Chapel for children up to the eighth grade. 

* Nursery: 

An infant nursery is provided for all church servic¬ 
es. 

* Communion: 

Communion is served on the first Sunday of the 
month. 

* A Class On The “End Times.” Taught By 
Pastor Jasmin: 

.-"" 4 

Mondays - 6:30 p.m. Pastor Jasmin teaches a 
class on the “Footsteps of the Messiah.” This is a 
class based on the “End Times.” 

* Mid-Week Worship Service: 

On Wednesday evening, we hold a prayer service 
at 6:30 p.m., and a praise and worship service at 7:00 
p.m. This is a joyous time of worshipping the Lord 
through song. 

* Mid-Week Bible Study: 

Wednesdays at 12:00 noon at the Bamboo House 
in Springfield. Call 786-1681 for details or directions. 

Faith Bible Church would like to stand in sup¬ 
port for President Bush and also for our troops 
overseas. We thank God for the men and women 
who put their lives on the line so that we can live 
in freedom in the home of the brave and the land 
of the free!!! 

‘Church News” is just one reason 
why you turn our pages each week... 


Vendors wanted for Catholic Women’s tag sale 


Spaces are available for an Indoor/Outdoor Tag 
Sale sponsored by the Catholic Women’s Club of 
Agawam. 

The event will be held on Saturday, May 17th at St. 
John the Evangelist Social Center and parking lot, 
833 Main St., Agawam. 

The tag sale will be from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., rain 
or shine. 


Spaces inside are available for $20 and outside 
spaces are $15. 

A snack bar will be available and a bake sale will be 
held inside the social center. 

Funds raised from the tag sale will go to the club's 
Scholarship Fund. 

For more information or a vendor’s application, call 
Angela at 786-5408 or Mary at 786-0283. 
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Reflections... 

Rev. Peter Monahan 

In association with 
Agawam Church of the Bible 
(413) 789-1377 
www.agawamchurch.org 

God wants to give us lasting happiness 

We Americans celebrate our individual independ¬ 
ence with great enthusiasm. We believe that each 
person has an innate right to see things from our own 
perspective. The only problem with that is that none of 
us actually has “our own perspective.” For each of us, 
our worldview has been shaped by forces much 
greater than ourselves, only some of which we com¬ 
prehend. 

Like it or not, each of us has been greatly influ¬ 
enced in our understanding of our world by our par¬ 
ents. Beyond that, the immediate culture we grew up 
in instilled within us expectations about life. On top of 
that, racial or ethnic heritages create a perspective on 
life that is also very strong. For example, white 
Americans simply cannot understand what it is like to 
be a black American. 

In all likelihood, our parents' shaping of our under¬ 
standing of life is probably more influential than any¬ 
thing else. Although we may not be consciously aware 
of it, many of us may relate to God in much the same 
way we relate to our parents, for better or for worse. 

For those who were burdened with the sense that 
they were constantly disappointing their parents, or 
that their parents wete constantly disappointing them, 
this can make life awfully complicated. 

The Bible says, See what love the Father has 
given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet 
been revealed. What we do know is this: when He 
is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him 
as He is. The He the Bible is referring to is God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ stepped out of eternity and into time 
with the promise that “The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand." Although it was God’s original intention that 
earth should be a heaven-like paradise for us, our ear¬ 
liest ancestors derailed that plan by rebelling against 
God. 

Rebellious and stubborn self-will is the essence of 
sin. By introducing sin into our world, Adam and Eve 
marred our relationships with God and with each 
other. But even so, God never gave up on us! 

All along, God had a plan to restore people to their 
proper relationship with Himself. While it is true that 
God loves each of us as we are, He also loves us too 
much to leave us flawed. Being God's children means 

Nocturnal Adoration to 

The Nocturnal Adoration Society of Agawam and 
West Springfield will meet at Saint Thomas Church in 
West Springfield to conduct and pray the Office of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Friday, May 2nd. 
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that we should be living lives that are different from 
what they otherwise would be. It does not make us 
better than other people; it makes us better than our¬ 
selves. 

And all who have this hope in Him purify them¬ 
selves, just as He is pure. Everyone who commits 
sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 
You know that He was revealed to take away sins, 
and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides in 
Him sins; no one who sins has either seen Him or 
known Him. Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 
as He is righteous. 

When asked about goals that they might have for 
their children, many parents will say they want their 
children to be happy. They know, however, that true 
and lasting happiness is impossible without character. 

The happiness that the world and its pleasures can 
give us stems from things that are outside us. The 
happiness that we can get from the world fluctuates 
and is fleeting. 

Parents who want their children to enjoy lasting 
happiness will work to instill character within them. 
That is what our Heavenly Father does as well. It is 
important for us to distinguish between our Heavenly 
Father and our earthly parents. 

Even the £est earthly parents lack all the resources 
we may need, but God does not. God wants each of 
us to live joyful and victorious lives that please Him 
and bless us. He can make that happen for each of 
us, if we will let Him. 

The Bible says, I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me. It also says that His divine 
power has given us everything we need for life 
and godliness through our knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and goodness. 
Through these He has given us His very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

For this very reason, make every effort to add 
to your faith goodness; to goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, self-control; to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 
and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep 
you from being ineffective and unproductive in 
your knowledge of our Lord'Jesus Christ. 

But if anyone does not have them, he is near¬ 
sighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has 
been cleansed from his past sins. Therefore, my 
brothers, be all the more eager to make your call¬ 
ing and election sure. For if you do these things, 
you will never fall, and you will receive a rich wel¬ 
come into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

meet Friday, May 2nd 

The hours of the Adoration are from 7:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m. 

All are invited to come and spend an hour in 
Eucharistic Adoration. 
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Agawam Church 
of the Bible 
news and notes 

Sunday Mornings: On May 4th, Pastor Brad 
Wright begins a new four-week message series enti¬ 
tled “Making a Difference in Your World." Messages 
include “Where it All Starts” (May 4th), "Living with 
Integrity" (May 11th), “Restoring Your Passion for 
Living" (May 18th), and “It Takes Courage” (May 
25th). 

On May 11th, we will have our annual Mother’s 
Day celebration, and on May 18th, a baby dedication 
service. 

During every Sunday Service, a nursery and Chil¬ 
dren’s Church program (through the fourth grade) is 
provided throughout the morning. Following the 10:00 
a.m. Sunday Service (at about 11:00 a.m.), we have 
age-divided classes for all children, and for adults cof¬ 
fee and refreshments (followed by an informal discus¬ 
sion of the morning’s message). 

Small Groups: Our Men's Group continues to 
meet every Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the 
church office (currently studying the Authority of the 
Scriptures and soon to begin the topic "How to Raise 
Christian kids in a Non-Christian World”). 

Our Ladies’ Group meets every Wednesday morn¬ 
ing for Bible Study and fellowship from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. We also have several evening Small Groups 
(Bible study and fellowship) for adults that meet 
throughout the week. 

Activities: We have our church family retreat in 
Lee, MA scheduled for the weekend of June 1st, 
including a family backpacking trip, a camping trip to 
the DAR State Campground, Promisekeeprs for men, 
and Women of Faith for our ladies. 

Additionally, our Annual Vacation Bible School has 
been scheduled for July 28th-31st. Mark you calen¬ 
dars, stay tuned, and don’t miss out! 

About ACB: Agawam Church of the Bible (ACB) 
meets every Sunday morning at the Agawam Junior 
High School auditorium (1305 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills) at 10:00 a.m. If you don’t have a church 
family that you call “home," we would love to have you 
attend one or more of our Sunday Services to see if 
this is the place where you belong. If you would like to 
find out more about our church before visiting, check 
out our website at www.AaawamChurch.ora or- call 
Pastor Brad Wright at 789-2904. 

Tag sale slated at 
Ag. Congregational 

The Youth Groups of Agawam Congregational 
Church will be holding a tag sale this Saturday, May 
3rd from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the church, located 
at 745 Main St. 

The money raised will help pay for the groups’ 
activities. Stop by this Saturday! 


US 



V Quality Home Care i 

Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-547-0402 

Are You or Someone You Love 
In Need of Quality Private Care? 

Quality Home Care is a private care 
company offering Homemaking, 

Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. 

From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days 
a week service. Give us a call and we will 
be glad to answer any questions you may have. .. 
Or e-mail us at QHC4U@aol.com 


The Answers Can Wait 

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am chief. —1 Timothy 1:15 

David Herwaldt, a thoughtful, reflective pastor friend of mine, was slowly dying after 
50 years of faithful ministry. He often talked with me about the nature of God and the eternity he 
would soon enter. We realized that we had only a superficial grasp of these mysteries, but we 
were not distressed. We knew that God had rescued us from our sin and guilt, and we rejoiced in 
our salvation. We had all we needed to obey the Lord gladly, live confidently, and serve Him 
gratefully. 

When we are dislressed by our inability to answer life’s most vexing questions, we must remember that Christ did not come 
to satisfy our curiosity. Rather, He saw us as fallen and hurt, and He came to lilt and heal. 

When Jesus read Isaiah 61:1-2 to the people in the synagogue (Luke 4:16-21), He pre¬ 
sented Himself as the promised Messiah, whose primary purpose for coming was spiritual. Me 
came to deliver us from the helplessness of our spiritual poverty, to release us from the shackles 
of our guilt, to heal our sin-caused blindness, and to set us free from sin’s enslaving power. 

Let us therefore trust Him and make obeying Him our highest goal. This is the path to 
a grateful, joyous, and hope-filled life. The answers can wait. —Herb Vander Lugt 

When trouble seeks to rob your very breath, 

When tragedy hits hard and steals your days, 

Recall that Christ endured the sting of death; 

He gives us hope, and merits all our praise. —Gustafson 

Christ came not to satisfy our curiosity but to save our souls. 
mvw.agatvanichiircli.org 
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"Menu-makers” at the Announcements from News & notes from 
Parish Cupboard... St. John’s Church Ag. Congregational 



an 






CANDY BOUCHER (left), executive director 
of the Parish Cupboard in West Springfield, 
and Agawam hairdresser Mary Ann Marzano 
are shown planning a day’s menu for the var¬ 
ious people that the Cupboard serves. 
Marzano is one of the volunteers that the 
Parish Cupboard depends on in order to offer 
its vital services to the less fortunate members 

Ot the public. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

Dr. Fruchtenbaum 
to be featured speaker 
at Faith Bible Church 

Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum will be the speaker at 
Faith Bible Church on Sunday, May 18th, at 10:30 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. He will also be speaking at the 
church at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, May 19th; Tuesday, 
May 20th; Thursday, May 22nd; and Friday, May 23rd. 
(In addition, he will also be featured at First Baptist 
Church in East Longmeadow on Wednesday, May 
21st, at 6:30 p.m.) 

Dr. Fruchtenbaum is the Director of Ariel Ministries, 
a Messianic Jewish organization, composed of Jews 
and Gentiles who believe in the Messiaship of Jesus. 

He received his training in theology at Cedarville 
College in Cedarville, Ohio and at Dallas Theological 
Seminary. He received his Ph : D. from New York 
University. 

He studied Hebrew, archaeology, and ancient his¬ 
tory at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 

“Dr. Fruchtenbaum will be speaking on the topics, 
‘Ezekiel 38 & 39,’ The Basis of the Second Coming,’ 
The Arab States in Prophecy,’ The Four Temples,’ 
and The Seventieth Week of Daniel,”’ Pastro Jasmin 
of Faith Bible Church announced. 

Please remember to patronize 
your local businesses ... AANII! 


Catholic Women’s Club: The Annual Banquet will 
be held on Tuesday, May 6th, at 6:00 p.m. at Chez 
Josef. Club members are being contacted by phone 
for reservations. Cost is $20. Deadline for cancella¬ 
tions is May 2nd. If you have not been contacted, 
please call Elaine Smith, 786-3091. 

Divorced and Separated Group: The next meet¬ 
ings will be held on May 4th and May 18th at St. 
John’s in the lower church meeting room at 6:00 p.m. 
Please enter through the rear door. 

Baptisms: Baptisms will take place following the 
11:30 a.m. Mass. Parents may elect to celebrate the 
baptism of their child during the 11:30 a.m. parish 
Mass (if they so desire). 

Agawam Singles Social Group: The next meet¬ 
ing will be held on May 8th at 7:30 in the Fr. Joyce 
Room. Games will be played and pizza will be served. 
All singles are welcome. 

Rice Bowl Collection: The collection totaled 
$1,120.50. Thanks to all who gave! 

Annual Catholic Appeal: The theme this year is 
"Love One Another As I Have Loved You." It will be 
conducted from May 4th through May 22nd, and we 
need volunteers. New volunteers are always needed; 
please give your name to someone in the office, and 
you will be contacted. 

Mission Appeal: Fr. Paul Vaudreuil will be making 
the Assumptionist Mission appeal on May 3rd and 
4th. 

Senior Citizen Retreat Day: The theme is “Our 
Blessed Mother and Contemplation," to be presented 
by Sr. Eleanor Dooley, SSJ, on Friday, May 23rd, from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.«at Jericho in Holyoke. The cost 
is $15 (which includes lunch). To register, call 452- 
0838. 

Springfield Rescue Mission’s Annual Auxiliary 
Tag Sale: Friday & Saturday, May 9th-10th, at the 
Pioneer Valley Christian School parking lot (965 
Plumtree Rd., Springfield) from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Cathedral High School: CHS School will hold 
another Placement Exam on Saturday, May 10th, for 
prospective students interested in applying for grade 
nine. Pre-registration is preferred. The application/ 
exam is $25. Please call Mrs. Anne Pellan-Shea, 782- 
5285, for more information. 

Chicken supper at 
Valley Comm. Church 

Valley Community Church will be holding a chicken 
supper on Saturday, May 10th, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
at the church (152 South Westfield Street, Feeding 
Hills). The menu be half a - 

baked chicken, stuffing, t . 

gravy, mashed potatoes, J.PT 

vegetables, salad, condi¬ 
ments, rolls, and choice of 

homemade dessert. f xa -yyt sj 

The donation is $8 for U11 l]S U, 

adults, $4 for children 12 
years of age and under. For J—J 

reservations, call 786-2576 A A A w ^ 

or 786-2445. 


This Sunday (May 4th) is Communion Sunday. 
Reverend Earl will preach on the continuous topic of 
“Men and Women Changed By Jesus: Stephen - The 
First Martyr.” During the service, newly-elected offi¬ 
cers and committee members will be installed. Our 
guest organist this week will be Bruce Mclnnes. Our 
services are at: 9:00 a.m. for the Contemporary 
Service : 10:30 ami, for the Traditional Service . 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Campership Auction: We are looking for dona¬ 
tions for this year’s auction. Please contact Jessica 
Hansen at the church office at 786-7111, or fill out the 
donation sheet that .will be available at the church. 
The auction will be held on May 4th, 11th, 18th, and 
25th. 

Christian Healing Ministry: The next Order of St. 
Luke Healing Service will take place on Sunday, May 
11th, at 4:00 p.m. at the church. Our speaker will be 
the Reverend Peter Patterson. He is the Associate 
Pastor at Bethany Assembly of God in Agawam. 
“Perfect Peace" is the theme. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sun. (5/4): 9:00 a.m., Contemporary Worship with 
Lord’s Supper; 10:30 a.m., Traditional Worship with 
Lord’s Supper. 

Mon.: 7:00 p.m., Committee Meeting 

Tues.: 11:00 a.m., Heritage Woods; 4:00 p.m., 
Quail Run 

Wed.: 9:30 a.m., Playgroup; 6:00 p.m., Praise 
Band; 7:00 p.m., Choir 

Thurs.: 12:00 noon, Fellowship Guild;.6:00 p.m., 
Music Committee 

Sat. (5/10): 7:30 a.m., Men’s Breakfast (At Cook’s 
in the Kitchen) 

For further information, please call the church 
office at 786-7111. Office hours are Monday 
through Friday, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 to 3:00 
p.m. 

A Cabaret Evening 
at Good Shepherd 

If you love music, especially songs from Broadway 
and Hollywood, be sure to come to the Cabaret 
Evening planned for Saturday, May 3rd at 8:00 p.m. at 
the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm 
Street, West Springfield. # 

The evening will feature Lorrie and Ben Scranton, 
accompanied by Steve Hays at the piano. Tickets are 
$12 general admission, $10 for seniors and students, 
and include dessert and a beverage. 

For more information, call 734-1976. 


SHADES ON WHEELS 

SERVING WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS SINCE 1983 

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL 

WINDOW SHADES - SWAGS & JABOTS - CUSTOM VALANCES 
BEDSPREADS - SUNROOM SHADES - SKYLIGHT - ARCH SHADES 
MINI - MICRO - VERTICALS - PLEATED 
DUETTES - DRAPERIES - AWNINGS - SHUTTERS 


FREE MEASURING 
& INSTALLATION 

ALL OFFERED AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

786-9411 

1-800-314-3320 

AGAWAM bMdWmmft 



We Bring The Shades To You 


Let Us 

Compare Your 
Homeowners 
Policy 

Stacy 

Insurance Agency 

* Back-up sewer protection 
* Quick pay 
* Competitive rates 

31 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills Center 

789-2737/ FAX- 789-0406 
























COMPANY OFFICIALS WERE ALL SMILES at the grand opening ceremony for the Quill Corporation's regional distribution center in 
Agawam. From left: Phil Petrilli, vice president of operations for Quill; Joe Everhardt, general manager of SmileMakers; Larry Morse, presi¬ 
dent of the Quill Corporation; Joe Doody, president of Staples’ North American direct operations; Terry Schwarting, director of distribution and 
delivery for the Quill Corporation; Tom Peltier, facility manager of Quill's distribution center in Agawam; Steve DeRoche, Quill's district man¬ 
ager; and Clift Gjirrett, SmileMakers' director of operations. In right photo: Smilemakers’ products include a variety of stickers, pencils, toys, 
and much more for the educational, medical, and dental markets. Clift Garrett (left), Smilemakers' director of operations, and Tom Peltier, facil¬ 
ity manager of Quill's distribution center in Agawam. Advertiser News photos by Kuthv Shepard. 

Quill Corporation hosts grand opening at Agawam facility 

Festivities commemorated SmileMakers integration 


On Tuesday, April 22nd, the Quill Corporation host¬ 
ed a grand opening and official ribbon-cutting cere¬ 
mony to formally launch the recent integration of 
SmileMakers into Quill's regional distribution center 
located in the Agawam Industrial Park (57 HP Almgren 
Drive). A brief tour of the facility took place from 11:00 
to 11:30 a.m., followed by lunch and the ribbon-cut- 
ting. 

The newly-completed project has incorporated a 
full line of SmileMakers' products at the Agawam loca¬ 
tion, allowing SmileMakers to increase product distri¬ 
bution and delivery service to customers within a 10- 
state radius on the east coast. Customers in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maine, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware, and Rhode Island can now expect to 
receive next-day order delivery. 

SmileMakers, the nation’s premier provider of chil¬ 
dren’s giveaway prizes, is headquartered in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. It was acquired by 
Staples, Inc., the parent company of Quill 
Corporation, in July of 2002 and reports directly to 
Quill president Larry Morse. 


“Along with the product integration at Agawam, we 
have a team of employees dedicated specifically to 
the SmileMakers products and services to assure that 
the entire process is seamless to the customer,” said 
Cliff Garrett, SmileMakers' director of operations. 
"We’re very excited about the project because it’s a 
tremendous first step to increasing our distribution 
system and allowing us to get closer to customers in 
other parts of the country. 

“For both Quill and SmileMakers, outstanding cus¬ 
tomer service is always the top priority. With this inte¬ 
gration, we’ve all worked together to further that goal,” 
continued Garrett. “Everyone has given much more 
than 100-percent. Tremendous teamwork made this 
project a success.” 

Garrett worked side-by-side with Tom Peltier, 
Quill’s Agawam facility manager, to complete the 
entire integration project in under three months. The 
first SmileMakers shipment rolled out the door on 
March 17th, with the 10-state roll-out completed on 
April 1st, well ahead of schedule. 

Along with Garrett and Peltier, corporate officials 
who attended the April 22nd grand opening included 


Joe Doody, president of Staples’ North American 
direct operations; Larry Morse, president of Quill 
Corporation; Joe Everhardt, SmileMakers' general 
manager; Phil Petrilli, vice president of operations for 
Quill; Steve DeRoche, district manager for Quill; and 
Terry Schwarting, director of distribution and delivery 
for the Quill Corporation. 

Founded in 1956 and ■■ headquartered in 
Lincolnshire, IL, the Quill Corporation is the nation's 
premier business-to-business direct marketer of office 
products, furniture, and computer supplies. It has 
been a wholly-owned subsidiary of Staples, Inc. since 
1998. 

Headquartered outside Boston, Staples is an $11 
billion retailer of office supplies, business services, 
furniture, and technology to consumers and business¬ 
es (from home-based businesses to Fortune 500 
companies in the United States and abroad). It invent¬ 
ed the office superstore concept and today is the 
largest operator of office superstores in the world. 

For further information about the Quill Corporation, 
please call the Agawam location at (413) 786-2470. 



Christopher J. Magiera, D.M.D. 

340 Walnut Street, Agawam 
786-0171 

“Your New Neighborhood Dentist” 

* Affordable Payment Options * Written Treatment Plans 

* Insurances Accepted 
* Full Restorative & Cosmetic Services 
* New Patients Always Welcome 
* Convenient Parking * Handicap Accessible 

Discover the place where your concerns are the #1 priority.... 
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PATRICIA AUBE 


Patricia Aube joins 
Park Square Realty 

Ted Cassell, President of Park Square Realty, is 
pleased to announce that Patricia Aube has joined 
Park Square Realty’s Westfield Office as a Sales 
Associate. 

Patricia is an experienced Realtor with over 10 
years of successful residential real estate sales. She 
specializes in new.home construction and residential 
listings and sales. She has obtained the ABR, CRS, 
and NCS real estate designations in order to better 
serve her clients. 

Patricia resides in Russell with her husband, 
Pierre, and her two children, Shannon (16) and Joe 
(14). She is available for all of your real estate needs 
and can be reached at (413) 568-9226. 

Park Square Realty is a locally owned residential 
and commercial real estate company with offices in 
Westfield and Feeding Hills. 

Luiza Berman on staff 
at Park Square Realty 

Ted Cassell, President of Park Square Realty, is 
pleased to announce that Luiza Berman has joined 
Park Square Realty’s Westfield office as a Sales 
Associate. 

Luiza is an experienced Realtor with over 10 years 
of successful residential real estate sales. She spe¬ 
cializes in residential listings and sales. She has 
obtained the Certified Buyer Representative real 
estate designation in order to better serve her clients. 

Luiza resides in Holyoke with her husband, Kenny. 
She is available for all of your real estate, needs and 
can be reached at (413) 568-9226. 

Park Square Realty is a locally owned residential 
and commercial real estate company with offices in 
Westfield and Feeding Hills. 

Ag. Rotary to host 
Employee Breakfast 

The Agawam Rotary Club is encouraging Western 
Massachusetts employers to nominate employees 
who have demonstrated outstanding commitment to 
their jobs, serve as role models for their co-workers 
and peers, and whose efforts have a positive impact 
on the operations of the business. 

Eligible employees maintain the principles of the 
Rotary Four Way Test of the things we think, say, or 
do: Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it 
build good will and better friendship? Will it be bene¬ 
ficial to all concerned? 

Nominees will be publicly recognized on Friday, 
May 23rd, 7:15 a.m. at Crestview Country Club, 

SEE BREAKFAST - Page 28 


Legal 
Memo 

by 

Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 

546 Springfield St., F.H. 

(413) 786-9454 

Your automobile insurance 

(Mandatory - how much should you buy?) 

Automobile Insurance is sometimes complex and 
confusing. There are four (4) parts to Compulsory 
Insurance, that is, insurance that you must have, and 
eight (8) parts to Optional Insurance, that is, insur¬ 
ance you may choose to purchase. 

This article examines one aspect of the various dif¬ 
ferent types of coverage. 

Bodily injury caused by an uninsured auto 

This coverage is compulsory coverage. That is, you 
must purchase it. 

Sometimes an owner or operator of an auto legally 
responsible for an accident is uninsured. Some acci¬ 
dents involved unidentified hit-and-run autos. Under 
this Part, your Auto Insurance Company will pay dam¬ 
ages for bodily injury to people injured or killed in cer¬ 
tain accidents caused by uninsured or hit-and-run 
autos. 

Your Auto Insurance Company will pay only if the 
injured person is legally entitled to recover from the 
owner or operator of the uninsured or hit-and-run 
auto. Your Auto Insurance Company will pay for hit- 
and-run accidents only if the owner or operator caus¬ 
ing the accident cannot be identified. 

Sometimes the company insuring the auto respon¬ 
sible for an accident will deny coverage or become 
insolvent. Your Auto ^Insurance Company considers 
such an auto to be uninsured for purposes of this Part. 

This part is Compulsory. You must have limits of 
$20,000.00 per person and $40,000.00 per accident. 
However, you may want to buy more protection. If so, 
Your Auto Insurance Company must sell you limits up 
to $35,000.00 per person and $80,000.00 per acci¬ 
dent, provided you have purchased at least three lim¬ 
its for Part 5. Higher limits may be purchased if 
agreed upon by you and Your Auto Insurance 
Company. Your Auto Insurance Company will pay 
damages to or for: 

1. You, while occupying your auto, while occu¬ 
pying an auto you do not own, or if injured as a 

pedestrian. 

2. Any household member, while occupying 
your auto, while occupying an auto not owned by 
you, or if injured as a pedestrian. If there are two or 
more policies which provide coverage at the same 
limits, Your Auto Insurance Company will only pay 
their proportionate share. Your Auto Insurance 


Westfield was a town on the move in 1853, with a 
fast-growing population of 4,300, many healthy indus¬ 
tries, and a definite need for new banking services. 
After a flurry of meetings and conferences, action was 
taken to establish the Westfield Savings Bank. 

On April 15, 1853, the House of Representatives of 
the General Court approved an act authorizing the 
creation of the bank. The next day, the Senate passed 
the act, and Westfield Savings Bank prepared to open 
its doors on July 1, 1853. 

Although the town of Westfield was already 184 
years-old, this new business venture marked a ban¬ 
ner day for the community residents and for all of the 
bank’s employees. Thirteen savings accounts were 
opened that day, beginning with a new account for 
Horace E. Roberts of West Springfield. Other early 
depositors were Cleora C. Clark, Mehitable Phelps, 
and Mrs. Almira Cooley. 

As was the common practice at that time, the new 
bank shared both offices and staff with the First 
National Bank, an arrangement that continued until 
about 1866, when it was decided that Westfield 
Savings Bank would move upstairs. Harry Hooker, 


Company will not pay damages to or for any house¬ 
hold member who has a Massachusetts auto policy 
of his or her own or who is covered by any 
Massachusetts auto policy of another household 
member providing uninsured auto insurance with 
higher limits. 

3. Anyone else while occupying your auto. Your 
Auto Insurance Company will not pay damages to or 
for anyone else who has a Massachusetts auto policy 
of his or her own, or who is covered by any 
Massachusetts auto policy of another household 
member providing uninsured auto insurance. 

4. Anyone else for damages he or she is entitled to 
recover because of injury to a person covered under 
this Part. 

If you are injured while occupying your auto and 
you have two or more autos insured with your Auto 
Insurance Company with different limits, your Auto 
Insurance Company will only pay up to the limits 
shown on your Coverage Selections Page for the auto 
you are occupying when injured. 

If you are injured as a pedestrian or while occu¬ 
pying an auto you do not own and have two or more 
Massachusetts auto policies which provide coverage 
at different limits, the policy with the higher limits will 
pay. If there are two or more policies which provide 
coverage at the same limits, your Auto Insurance 
Company will only pay their proportionate share. 

Your Auto Insurance Company will not pay dam¬ 
ages to or for you, if struck by, or while occupying an 
auto you own and which does not have 
Massachusetts compulsory auto insurance. 

Likewise, your Auto Insurance Company will not 
pay damages to or for any household member if 
struck by, or while occupying an auto owned by that 
household member which does not have 
Massachusetts compulsory auto insurance. Your Auto 
Insurance Company will reduce the damages an 
injured person is entitled to recover by: 

1. The amount recovered from any legally respon¬ 
sible person provided the injured person is fully com¬ 
pensated for his or her damages for bodily injury. 

2. The amount paid under a worker's compensation 
law or similar law. 

3. Any expenses that are payable or would have 
been payable except for a deductible under the PIP 
coverage of this policy or any other Massachusetts 
auto policy. 

Your Auto Insurance Company will pay the balance 
of the damages up to the limits shown for this Part on 
your Coverage Selections Page. 

Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question, 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 


cashier for First National, was treasurer of the new 
bank as well. The original charter names Silas Root, 
Samuel Horton, Frederick Bush, "their associates and 
successors,” as the original incorporators. 

Many things have changed since those early days, 
including the name of the bank to Westfield Bank - a 
change in the 1990s that signified expansion of the 
bank's services to include full banking and lending 
sen/ices for both consumer and business accounts. 

“When I was hired in 1979, Westfield Savings Bank 
was a thrift,” said President and Chief Executive 
Officer Donald A. Williams. "Our assets were primari¬ 
ly stocks, bonds, and real estate loans, and our liabil¬ 
ities were passbook savings accounts and CDs.” 
Consolidation within the commercial banking industry 
changed the marketplace, he said, and stimulated the 
bank’s decision to provide commercial loans and add 
increasingly sophisticated services for business 
accounts. 

Geographical expansion began in 1940, when a 
West Springfield office was opened. Next came an 
office in Agawam in the 1960s, followed by a second 
Westfield office, a Southwick branch, and - just six 



The more things change, the more things 
stay the same at Westfield Bank 

Agawam s Main Street branch sharing in the bank's 150 anniversary 












SUNSHINE ART STUDIOS now occupies the former Kidder-Stacy building on Main Street, 
Agawam (across from Southworth Paper). Pictured abdve is the ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
Sunshine’s new "home.” From left: Dennis Orsi, president; Alicia Orsi, purchasing coordina- 
toi; Mayor Richard Cohen; John Orsi, project manager; and Helene Orsi, vice-president. 

Advertiser New^photo by Kathy Shepard. ' ^ 

Sunshine Art Studios opens in Agawam 


May 1, 2003 

Carlson GMAC Real 
Estate to sponsor 
“Career Night” 

Charles E. Reiter. Vice-President of Carlson 
GMAC Real Estate, is pleased to announce that the 
firm will be sponsoring a free “Career Night.” 

t T he “Career Night” is scheduled for Thursday, May 
8th, at 7:00 p.m. and will be held at the Regional 
Headquarters at 1000 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, 
MA (near Western New England College). 

This is a terrific opportunity for anyone considering 
a career in real estate to learn what a REALTOR 
does, how REALTORS earn commissions, and what 
it takes to be an entrepreneur in this rapidly growing 
industry. 

For reservations or if anyone is already licensed 
and would like to hear more about a career in real 
estate, please contact Charles Reiter, 782-6000. 

Carlson. GMAC Real Estate is the largest real 
estate firm in Western Massachusetts with over 190 
sales associates in Chicopee, Agawam/Feeding Hills, 
East Longmeadow, Longmeadow, Palmer, 
Springfield, West Springfield, Westfield, and 
Wilbraham. 

The Carlson GMAC Real Estate Network is com¬ 
posed of over 65 offices and over 1,250 sales agents 
servicing New England. 

A full service company, Carlson GMAC Real Estate 
offers a complete network of services including Buyer 
and Seller representation, global relocation assis¬ 
tance, Elegant Homes, new home sales, in-house 
mortgage service, Interactive Website, and a pre¬ 
licensing school. 

For further information, please call our regional 
headquarters office at (413) 782-6000 or visit our 
website at www.carlsonre.com . 


WESTFIELD BANK - from Page 20 

years ago - movement “across the river” in East 
Longmeadow. Today, the bank has 10 offices serving 
seven communities, including Agawam, East 
Longmeadow, Holyoke, Southwick, Springfield, West 
Springfield, and Westfield. Commitment to commer¬ 
cial banking was fully realized with the opening of the 
bank’s downtown Springfield location, which offered a 
new concept in banking by replacing teller windows 
with a more business-oriented, one-on-one style of 
banking. In 2000, two new offices gave the bank visi¬ 
bility in East Springfield and Holyoke. 

What has not changed in the last century and a half 
is the character of the bank, which has served as an 
important anchor during growth and change, noted 
President Williams. 

“Our growth has been measured so that we could 
always offer the high degree of personal service we’re 
known for,” he said. “Recently, we became a partially 
public company; however, majority ownership 
remained with our customers, our primary stakehold- 
e r s 

It was on December 28, 2001 that some of Westfield 
Bank’s shares were publicly traded. The offering sig¬ 
nificantly increased the bank’s capital for lending, and 
now allows more flexibility in commercial lending and 
loans up to $15 million. 

Westfield Bank, which began the 20th century with 
total assets just shy of $1.8 million, closed fiscal year 
2002 with assets of $813 million. 

“This financial strength, combined with our non- 
financial assets - like good customer service and 
strong relationships with our communities - positions 
us well for our next 150 years of measured growth,” 
said Williams. 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ 
office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard 
Insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. 
Thank you... 


On Tuesday, April 22nd, Sunshine Art Studios held 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony with Mayor Richard A. 
Cohen of Agawam to officially mark the opening of its 
new building at 270 Main Street, Agawam. 

Many vendors and long-time patrons of Sunshine 
were in attendance to celebrate the new beginning. 
Plans for a future addition to the building were on dis¬ 
play. 

Dennis Orsi, President of Sunshine Art Studios, 


BREAKFAST - from Page 20 

Shoemaker Lane, Agawam at the third Annual 
Exemplary Employee Recognition Breakfast. Olympic 
Gold Medalist and NBC commentator Tim Daggett will 
be the keynote speaker. He will have an entertaining 
and inspiring message. 

Invited guests include Congressman Richard Neal, 
State Senator Linda Melconian, State Representative 
Daniel Keenan, Agawam Mayor Richard Cohen, 
Agawam Town Council president Gina-Marie Letellier, 
and Rotary District 7890 Governor Jim Sheehan, who 


stated, "We are very pleased to be in Agawam. We 
have received considerable support from the town 
and community and look forward to developing a 
prosperous future.” 

Sunshine Art Studios has over 75 years of experi¬ 
ence as a family-owned and operated greeting card 
company. Sunshine provides consumers with an out¬ 
standing selection of high-quality, value-priced greet¬ 
ing cards, and is nationally known and highly 
esteemed for its inhovative, distinctive designs. 


will be on hand to offer their congratulations and sup¬ 
port of these outstanding workers. This event is being 
sponsored by Woronoco Savings Bank. 

Nomination forms are available through the 
Agawam Rotary Club. If you are interested, please 
call Linda Northup Vitro at 786-8930 as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Nomination forms are also available at the 
Feeding Hills Branch of Woronoco Savings Bank. 

The nomination fee is $30 and-includes two invita¬ 
tions (nominee and sponsor) to the breakfast where 
certificates will be awarded to the nominee(s). 
Additional nominees and guests are invited at a cost 
of $15 each. 


Introducing Hampden Bank's Be First @ Home Loan 


Low Fixed Rates ... 
No Closing Costs!,^ 

There’s Never Been A Better {pl|L 

Time To Refinance! 




5J5X 

15-year term 


Hampden 

Bank 


Be first @ last" 

hampdenbank.com Yourfe/Bank: 1.800 8876704 
Springfield: Downtown 736.1812; Allen Street 782.5291 
West Springfield: 781 3360; Longmeadow: 567 3321 
Agawam: 821.9437; Loan Center: 452.5120 



'Annual Percentage Rate as quoted March 27,2003. Refinancing for owner-occupied residence only. Minimum loan amount $50,000. Maximum loan amount 
$500,000. Maximum 80% loan to value. Loan to be primary lien. Property insurance required. Appraisal fees to be refunded at closing. 10-year term monthly 
payment of $ 10.85 per thousand borrowed. 15-year term monthly payment of $8.30 per thousand borrowed. Offer may be rescinded at any time. 

1=3 Equal Housing Lander Member F0IC Member DIF T*«j* 

















Mercy Medical Center education 


For Your Eyes Only 

by Aaron Vanderhoof 
Licensed Optician 
Agawam Opticians 
338 Walnut St. Ext., 
Agawam 
786-0719 


Your Back And 
Your Health 


Chiropractic Care 


by Dr. Tami Nelson 
Chiropractic Physician 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield St. - Feeding Hills 
786-4820 


Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlaffer Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


What can be done to reduce the 
thickness of a pair of eyeglasses? 

(Part 1 of 3) 

To many eyeglass wearers, how a pair of glasses 
looks is nearly as important as how they see out of 
them. Your eyeglasses are as important as the jewel¬ 
ry or clothes you wear on a daily basis. The severity 
of an eyeglass wearer’s prescription is very important 
when choosing the type of lens, of course, but also 
the type, size, and shape of the frame. 

With a very nearsighted or farsighted person who 
wants to decrease the amount of thickness and over¬ 
all cosmetics of their lenses, there are a few basic 
steps before even discussing thinner types of lenses. 
The first is to choose a smaller frame. As well as cur¬ 
rently being in style, smaller frames can greatly 
reduce the thickness in the lenses of a nearsighted 
patient’s lenses. 

Because a concave lens is used to correct a near¬ 
sighted prescription, the closer to the center of the 
lens you get, the thinner the lenses will be. 
Conversely, a larger frame will have more distance 
from the center of the lens to the perimeter of the 
frame and will increase the thickness of the lens. A 
farsighted person will benefit from a smaller frame as 
well. 

The amount of center thickness needed to create 
the prescription is less in a smaller frame, making the 
glasses lighter and creating less magnification of the 
eyes. Next week: Frame types and shapes 


Menopause Lecture 

What’s in it for me? 

Hormone Replacement Therapy: 
Estrogen, Progesterone, 
Testosterone and Menopause 

Wednesday, May 7, 2003 
7 - 8:30 p.m. 

Mercy Medical Center 

(Lower level, Deliso Conference Center) 

299 Carew Street, Springfield* MA 

Speakers: Ruth A. Pryor, MD, Obstetndan/Gynecologist 
and Chnstine S. Sevigny, Certified Nurse Midwife 
Women's Health Associates of Western MA, Inc 

Lecture topics: 

•The Role of Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT) 
•The Women's Health Initiative Research 
♦ Current Medical Findings and Recommendations on HRT 

Women's Health Associates of Western MA, Inc., is pleased 
to sponsor the regional chapter of the Red Hot Mamas. 
Monthly meetings and lectures will cover topics important 
to a woman's life journey before, and during menopause. 

Open to the public. No charge. Refreshments will be served. 


Unless it's reflecting on your glasses. 


Lighl cun go from being speclacu'ar lo being a reol nuisance if it's constantly reflecting on 
cooled lenses reauce such problems, which ore often caused by computer screens. onCoi i 
Making thej.wr.ild and lighl. look better in your eyes. Come talk with us to team more. 


Agawam Opticians 

338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - "Since 1972" 

50% 2nd Pair Discount. Over 800 Frames To Choose From. Eyeglasses, 
Eye Exams. Contact Lenses. Senior Discount. Blue Cross/HMO Blue Discount, 
Health New England Discount, Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care 65 


To register for this lecture or for more 
information and a lecture series schedule, 
please call Jan at 413-7 36-9978. 


271 Carew Street 
Springfield, MAO I 104 


A mtmimr of Oto Shew of frortiena 
Health tyiwm and CotfioSc Hooltfi £011. 
opontcrod ty the Vllo/i of froWdonee 
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Dealing with 
digestive difficulties 

by Suelien Duga 
Choice Health, Westfield 
568-8333 

11 • asked you about your diet, I’m sure you would 
probably say, “Oh, I eat well ... I have a good diet." 
i his may be true, but what about your digestion? 
What you eat is very important, but what you digest is 
what really matters. Digestive complaints are the 
number-one health problem in North America. This is 
a new phenomenon; our ancestors did not seem to 
have digestive problems. Are we missing something? 
Most definitely YES! 

I remember when I was growing up; every summer, 
my Dad always had a garden. In fact, he took over the 
garden of a dear friend, Eleanor Toussaint, who lived 
a few blocks away. My Dad and I would work in our 
own garden-, then hop ih "Old Betsy" and drive over to 
Eleanor's and work there. We ate the vegetables we 
grew in our gardens, which sometimes included some 
dirt! Yes, dirt. We didn’t know it then, but we were 
reverting back to the way prehistoric man ate. 

Today, because of our paranoia about dirt (includ¬ 
ing our fixation with antibacterial soaps and 
cleansers), we super-clean everything. Granted, our 
food is riddled with dangerous pesticides and chemi¬ 
cals, so it needs to be washed thoroughly. However, 
this obsession with cleanliness has actually become 
harmful to our digestive tract. Many before-unknown 
diseases have now come to light - Crohn’s disease, 
diverticulitis, ulcerative colitis (the list goes on). 

If you are feeling bloated, constipated, and/or have 
diarrhea, frequent colds, and the flu (in other words, 
feel lousy most of the time), there may be answer for 
you. For some people, drug therapy may be essential. 
There are alternatives for those folks who do not wish 
to use drugs or who cannot tolerate them. Drugs used 
to treat digestive disorders have possible side effects, 
including nausea, vomiting, heartburn, diarrhea, and 
headache. These seem almost like the symptoms the 
drugs are taken to rid you of, don’t they? Try a natu¬ 
ral approach with no side effects. 

Restoration of the balance of friendly bacteria to 
the gastrointestinal tract is essential to recovery. Our 
prehistoric ancestors’ habit of “eating dirt” was not 
such a bad idea. To provide these necessary homeo¬ 
static soil organisms, Jordan S. Rubin, N.M.D., 
C.N.C., formulated Primal Defense. Primal Defense is 
just one of the supplements that alleviate symptoms 
and promote healing. Omega-Zyme is another prod¬ 
uct that should be taken with each meal. Omega- 
Zyme provides the enzymatic activity that helps 
digest all types of food. People who have compro¬ 
mised digestion lack in these valuable enzymes. 

Supplements that you will be taking are very help- 
ful./Mong with a diet designed for your particular prob¬ 
lem, a feeling of well-being, more energy, and normal 
bowel habits should follow. For more complete infor¬ 
mation regarding Primal Defense, Omega-Zyme, FYI, 
and other Garden of Life products, please visit Choice 
Health and ask for your FREE copy of Rubin’s 
“Patient Heal Thyself.” This book could save your life! 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Baystate Medical 
Center to host 
“Better Breathers” 
support group 

On Monday, May 12th, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m., the 
"Better Breathers" support group for people with 
C.O.P.D. (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease) will 
meet at Baystate Medical Center, 3300 Main Street, 
Springfield, in the first floor Community Room. 
Deborah Niles, BN, BS, will speak on “Nasal 
Allergies. ” 

Lung disease (including asthma, emphysema, and 
chronic bronchitis) affects nearly 28 million people in 
the United States. Common symptoms are shortness 
of breath, chronic mucus production, frequent chest 
colds, coughing up blood, and chronic cough and 
wheezing. “Better Breathers” is free of charge and is 
designed to be both educational and social. 

The “Better Breathers" support group is co-spon- 
sored by Baystate Medical Center and the American 
Lung Association of Western Massachusetts.' The 
group meetings are open to anyone affected by lung 
disease, their family members, and friends. 

For more information, please call the American 
Lung Association at 737-3506 or Marie Lemoine at 
794-7026. 

“Diabetes 101” 
classes offered at 
Mercy Medical Center 

The Joslin Diabetes Center Affiliate at Mercy 
Medical Center, 299 Carew Street, Springfield, is 
offering four free classes on diabetes basics during 
the month of May. 

Each two-hour class will provide an overview of 
diabetes (including the various types of diabetes), 
meal planning, medications, exercise, blood glucose 
monitoring, and strategies for preventing complica¬ 
tions. 

Diabetes 101 classes will -be offered at Mercy 
Medical Center four times during the month of May: 

* Monday, May 5th from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

* Monday, May 12th from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

* Monday, May 19th from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

* Wednesday, May 28th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Classes are free of charge. People with diabetes, 

their family members, and friends (as well as mem¬ 
bers of the general public) are all welcome to attend. 

Registration is required. Please call the Joslin 
Diabetes Center Affiliate at Mercy Medical Center at 
(413) 748-7000. 

“For Your Health’’ is just one 
more reason why you turn our 
pages each and every week ... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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For A Better You... 


by Judes Ziemba 

h 

Center for Self-Development 


83 Industrial Lane 


Agawam, MA 01001 

Uhl 

789-4511 


Confidence 

(Part III) 

Our series continues as we learn more about build¬ 
ing self-confidence. One popular concept for building 
self-confidence is the “ego-strengthening" approach. 
This approach offers supportive suggestions. The 
purpose is to increase the client’s confidence and 
belief in self, while enhancing general coping abilities 
and minimizing anxiety and worry. 

Building self-confidence must follow the disposition 
of past negative programming. This means eliminat¬ 
ing any labels, such as bad, wrong, stupid, clumsy, 
dumb, inept, untalented, and ignorant, from a per¬ 
son’s self-perception. Hypnosis can become the 
source of self-discovery, revealing unrecognized 
capabilities that lead to an acceptance of valid self- 
worth. 

The procedures for developing self-confidence 
may vary considerably, depending on the depth and 
origin of the problem. In milder cases, working out 
problems of self-esteem may be helped by the use of 
visualization, creating pictures in the mind of success, 
confidence, and achievement. 

Hypnotherapy can help by offering positive sug¬ 
gestions that can be absorbed and accepted during 
the session. This can lead to attitude modification and 
newly-acquired self-assurance. 

In more complex cases where depression is a fac¬ 
tor, the hypnotherapist may use Parts therapy, or the 
removal of fears to free up behavior. This can reduce 
negative internal judgements so that positive feelings 
and confidence can develop in a natural way. Longer- 
term results can be significant. 

Mood and energy levels increase, compulsive 
symptoms fade, and emotions become better under¬ 
stood. The client can then move toward self-direction 
and greater interpersonal involvement. 

Next week, we will discuss “Motivation. ” 

Judes Ziemba maintains an office at the Center 
for Self-Development, 83 Industrial Lane, 
Agawam, 789-4511. 



Stay in the game 
with chiropractic! 

Dr. Tami Nelson 

Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
(413) 786-4820 


Forget The Flowers 

Give Mom something she’ll really love... a massage! 

Save $5.00 on a Massage Gift Certificate 



Frances D. Kelly Massage Therapy Associates 
1 South End Bridge Circle 
Agawam, MA 
413-889-0873 

Offer Expires 5-31-03 
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Ten lessons worth reviewing for your 
health, business success, and life in general 

by Dr. Stephen Sobel, M.S., S.M.C. 


I urge you to read these, share these, paste them 
to your body - just do not forget them! I speak to over 
150 groups and businesses a year, many in the 
Pionee Valley, and here is what I have concluded: 

1. If you take every setback in business today per¬ 
sonally, you might as well talk to the embalmer now. 
Take a deep breath, look in the mirror, smile broadly, 
and repeat three times out loud, "IT’S ALL RIGHT.” 

2. A friend of mine recommended that at lunchtime 
I should sit in my car with a hairdryer near the road 
and let others think that I am really holding a radar 
gun. Not bad!! 

3. Make sure you wear your red clown nose while 
driving to work - changes the mindset and you instant¬ 
ly become more creative. Also, wear your clown nose 
on line in the supermarket. I guarantee that the line 
you are on will move fast. 

4. As someone approaches you at work that you 
really do not want to see, start to hum to the theme of 
JAWS out loud. 

5. Page yourself over the intercom, but use your 


own voice. I heard that from a good friend of mine and 
he says it works well. 

6. Apprciate your customers on a daily basis, not 
just when they do business with you. Send your best 
customers a singing telegram telling them that you 
cannot live without them. 

7. Dream big!! Keep your expectations high for 
your personal as well as professional life. When your 
dream is big enough, the odds do not matter!! 

8. Learn from change. The only person who likes 
change is a baby with a wet diaper. Within every 
change, positive or negative, there are lessons for 
business and for life! And remember what Will Rogers 
said, “People’s minds are changed through observa¬ 
tion, not through argument.” 

9. Be passionate about what you do. Folks love to 
do business with passionate people. People often buy 
from people, not just from price and product. 

Dr. Steve Sobel can be contacted at 565-5000, 
lnfo0)Dr.SteveSobel.com. or www.drstevesobel.c 
om. 



DR. STEVE SOBEL 


Mercy Medical to 
host program oh 
type 2 diabetes 

A free program for the public 
and people 'at risk of develop¬ 
ing type 2 diabetes, entitled 
“Dodging Diabetes: An Action 
Plan' to Reduce Risks;” will be 
offered Wednesday, May 21st 
at Mercy Medical Center’s 
Deliso Conference Center, 200 
Carew St., Springfield. 

The program, which will run 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m., will 

address risk factors for type 2 
diabetes (overweight, inactivity, 
family history) and steps to pre¬ 
vent type 2 diabetes, including 
weight management and phys¬ 
ical activity. 

Please call 748-7181 or 1- 
877-567-5468 to register. 

Want to sur¬ 
prise your 
friends, fami¬ 
ly members, 
or co-workers 
when they 
turn a “cer¬ 
tain age”? 
Then be sure 
to put a 
“Birthday Ad” 
in The 
Agawam 
Advertiser 
News.... 



Face it, it’s tough to tell without checking. That’s why Anheuser-Busch started Operation ID, a program that helps retailers spot fake 
IDs and verify real ones. Because when we eliminate the guesswork, we help eliminate underage drinking. Thanks for doing your part. 

WE ALL MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
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Last Week’s Solution... 


Meet The Master - by Dick Mastroianni... 


A 

V 

O 

W 

L 

1 

M 

A 

A 

s 

A 

Y 

R 

A 

N 



L 

L 

A 

El 

O 

A 

D 

E 

P 

M 

1 

L 

* 

B 

E 

E 


S 

U 

N 



B 

u 

S 

T 

R 

SI 

1 

R 

O 

N 

N 

E 

W 

S 

□ 

ill 

N 

E 


V A 
E V 
R E 


T H 


ESP 


E W S 


LAS 


LUG 


R I 


K E 


D D 


W 
D R 
E A 


S 

~ 

E 

R 

P 

L 

E 

A 

O 

1 

L 

S 

Q 

A 

S 

H 

Q 

S 



B 

A 

N 


A 

R 

E 

s 

T 

E 

W 


E 

A 

L 

E 

S 

S 

Y 

D 

_ 


c 

P 

A 

E 

R 

E 

R 

G 

O 

R 

E 

O 

P 

□ 

m 


ACROSS 

1 Demean 
6 Actor Baldwin 
10 Dined 

13 Sacred text 

14 Thin 

15 November (abbr.) 

16 Vern’s dancing part¬ 
ner 

18 North northeast 

19 Be introduced 

20 Yoko_ 

21 Publicist 

23 Worked endlessly 
25 Cost plus 

27 Craze 

28 Gen. Colin_ 

29 Doughnut-like roll 

32 Planet end? 

33 Dash 

36 Anger 

37 Southern European 
heath 

38 Snaildarter protec¬ 
tor 

39 Slamming sound 

41 Disadvantage 

42 Throat infection 
44 Expensive fur 

46 Modest 

47 Running the slopes 

48 Appeared 

51 Holds back 

52 Whiz 

53 Small fruit 

55 Buddy 

56 Ginger’s dancing 
partner often 

60 Grease 

61 Man from Des 
Moines 

62 Mountain range in 
S.A. 

63 Strive 

64 Golfball holders 

65 Layers 


DOWN 

1 Actor Tamiroff 

2 Reams out 

3 Staggering 

4 South Western capi¬ 
tal 

5 East northeast 

6 Comment from Mr. 
Moto 

7 Rent 

8 Conger 

9 Design 

10 Perpetual dancer 

11 Sounds 

12 Flat 

14 Gritty paper 
17 Dorm dweller 
22 Dell 

24 Actor Kilmer 

25 Actor’s gigs 

26 Pitcher 

28 Aplomb 

29 Baby*eating apparel 

30 Macaw 

31 “Singing in the 
Rain” star 

32 _horn (American 

antelope) 

34 Imitate 

35 Siesta 
37 Blintz 

40 Gruesome 

42 That girl 

43 Kettledrums 

45 Kook 

46 Spots 

47 Step 

48 Read 

49 Suppress 

50 German engraver 
Albrecht 

51 Espy 

52 Actress Rehan et al 
54 Army meal 

57 Caviar 

58 Ram’s mate 

59 Make lace 


Please remember to patronize your 
local businesses ... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 



N.E. Waste, Snc. 

Agawam, MA 


* Residential Services 

* Bulk Waste Collections 

* Temporary Roll-off Containers 
Permanent 2 to 10 yards 

28 Moylan Lane * Agawam, MA 01001 

413 - 786-2449 



May 7th meeting 
for Agawam Comm. 
Artists & Artisans 

The next meeting of the ACA will be at the Quail 
Run Community Room on Wednesday, May 7th, at 
7:00 p.m. Area artist and teacher Debbie Barboza will 
give a lecture/demo after a short business meeting. 
She will do a pastel demonstration. This will be an 
important meeting, as plans are now in progress for 
the annual Art Show for members (details will be dis¬ 
cussed at the meeting). The show is scheduled for 
June at the Agawam Public Library. The demonstra¬ 
tion by Debbie Barboza is open to the public, free of 
charge. This event is funded, in part, by the Agawam 
Cultural Council, which is funded by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. 


Springfield 

Turnverein 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


BINGO 

(A Smoke-Free Environment) 

EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 
Parties and Receptions 
Karaoke - Fridays at 8 P.M. 

Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 



Holyoke 

■M CREDIT UNION 

Service and Value to our Members! 


Refinance your existing loan!* 


( 413 ) 532-7007 


HCU Info 24:1-888-267-9379 


490 Westfield Road • Holyoke • 413 532-7007 www.holyokecu.com vm 


Drive - Thru Open 7:30 am Monday - Saturday ‘Existing HCU loans excluded. lcnqcr NCUA 


Membership in the Holyoke Credit Union is open to anyone who lives or works in Hampden or Hampshire counties. 


'Annual Percentage Rate (APR) as of Jan. 16,2003, This oiler is sublet to withdrawal or ch.ir.go without notice For model years '98 or newer 100*. tluncmg up to tlio retail value listed in 'he NAD,A. Official Used Car 
Guide. Maximum loan amount on new vehicles is 120*s ol M S R P Monthly payments lor S',000 borrowed are $29.68 lor 36 months. $22 /4 lor 48 months and S18.58 lor 60 months. Rolmncing ol exst ng HCU aulo 
loans do nol quality. Your actual tala may vary based on your credit score Other rates and terms available 
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“The Food 
Dude” 

by John Walters 

WMAS 1450 AM 



Cooking should be a joy 
and a privilege... 

I never look at cooking as a chore. Here is a 
chance to do something for family and friends that will 
stay in their mind’s eye for many years. 

The impact that foods have on us is incredible. I 
am sure that you will be able to call to mind special 
occasions in your life where food played an important 
part. 

I remember watching a friend eat tempura in 
Japan; peach pie at my grandmother’s table; scram¬ 
bled eggs with my older sister at a restaurant count¬ 
er; and so many more that I really do not have room 
in one column to tell you all about them. One of those 
times is with a pasta known as gnocchi. 

I remember my grandmother and aunts sitting 
around her table with a pile of dough in the center, 
and the three of them showing my sisters how to roll 
the pasta. This is a potato-based dough that you can 
serve with many different styles of sauce. 

I think the central part of making the gnocchi was 
not even the eating but, rather, the “gab session" the 
women had while rolling them out. It was an event of 
togetherness - one of those special moments when 
families unite. 

Here is a wonderful, recipe so that you can start 
your own tradition. You will need about 5 good-sized 
baking potatoes, 1/2 Tsp. black pepper, 1-1/2 Tsp. 
salt, 1/2 C Romano cheese, 1 Lg. egg (beaten), 2 TB 
butter (melted), and about 4 C all-purpose flour (for a 
different taste, you can use semolina). 

You start off by peeling and baking the potatoes. 
Run the cooked potatoes through a food mill or mash 
by hand, and then cool completely. They are best if 
chilled in the fridge. 

Now, start making the dough. Spread the potato 
over a flour-dusted surface, and cover the potato with 
the rest of your ingredients. Work the ingredients in by 
hand and begin adding the flour until you have a soft 
and just slightly sticky dough. (Too much flour and you 
get a heavy dough.) 

Cut the dough into eight sections, and then one at 
a time roll out the section into a long rope. This will 
resemble a rat tail; hence, the nickname my family 
has always called this dish - cavedelo. 

Now, boil the pasta (2 or 3 dozen at a time) and 
toss with your favorite pasta sauce. Oh, you need a 
sauce? Next week, I will have a couple of sauces for 
you. 

Remember, listen to the "Food Dude” - it is not 
what you’re eating that’s most important... it i*s whom 
you’re dining with! 

Be sure to listen to my radio show every Saturday 
on WMAS AM 1450 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 
And, by all means pay a visit to my website - 
www.foodduderadio.com - for more recipes; while 
you’re there, make sure you visit the restaurant guide. 

JOHN 
WALTERS’ 
radio show - 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 



St. Martha Player’s 
to kick-off debut 
musical at new home 

The St. Martha Player’s Inc. will kick off the group’s 
debut musical at their new home the Broad Brook 
Opera House, beginning this May 8th with Meredith 
Willson’s “The Music Man.” 

This light-hearted comedy revolves around the 
small town of River City, Iowa, where a bogus instru¬ 
ment salesman is trying yet his next "con" of selling 
children’s bands. He’s very confident and successful 
until he meets up with the town’s attractive but uptight 
and “on to his schemes” librarian and things go much 
differently than he planned. The score includes such 
classics hits at “Seventy-Six Trombones" and “Til 
There Was You." 

This will actually be the third time St. Martha’s has 
staged The Music Man, but it will be the first time the 
group performs it in their beautiful new home the 
Opera House located at 107 Main St. in Broad Brook, 
Connecticut. The cast of Music Man includes many 
familiar faces to theatregoers, along with several new 
performers. 

Carl Calhoun of Middletown, CT will play the title 
role of Harold Hill. His leading lady, Marian Paroo, will 
be performed by Gwen Stengel of Avon, CT. Other 
principle cast members include Joy Hoff of Vernon, 
CT, Dan Cohn of Longmeadow, MA, Moonyean Field 
of Holyoke, MA, and Mark McGurn of West 
Springfield, MA. 

The Music Man will be under the direction of Susan 
J. Vinick of Manchester, CT. Vinick has directed many 
productions of Summer Theater in Windsor and 
Manchester, CT, but makes her directing debut with 
St. Martha Players with Music Man. St. Martha 
Player’s welcomes back Tom Slowick as musical 
director. Tom was the musical director for St. Martha’s 
production of State Fair. 

Choreographer will be David Potter of David 
Potter’s Dance Studio in Enfield. David has chore- 
graphed many musicals for St. Martha Player’s and 
the group welcomes him again for his third dance 
direction of Music Man. Performance dates are 
scheduled for May 8th, 9th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 
23rd, 24th, and 25th. There will be a Sunday matinee 
performance on May 18th at 2:00 p.m., a Sunday 
evening performance on May 25th at 7:00 p.m., and a 
preview performance on Thursday, May 8th at 8:00 
p.m. 

Tickets for the preview performance will be $10 for 
all seats. Tickets for all other performances will be 
$15 for adults and $12 for senior citizens and children 
under 12. Tickets may be reserved by calling St. 
Martha Player’s box office at (860) 745-6368. 

Final weekend for 
Westfield Theatre 
Group musical 

The Westfield Theatre Group still has tickets avail¬ 
able for its final weekend of “Once Upon a Mattress.” 
This story, which is based on "The Princess and the 
Pea," is a fairy tale for all ages. 

The remaining show dates are Friday, May 2nd, at 
8:00 p.m., and Saturday, May 3rd, at 2:00 and 8:00 
p.m. 

Tickets are $12.50 for adults, $10 for seniors and 
students. Tickets may be reserved by calling the box 
office, 572-6838, or going on-line at www.west- 
fieldtheatrearouD.com . 

All performances will be held at the Westfield 
Woman’s Club, 28 Court Street. Call for your reserva¬ 
tions today and bring your family and friends back to 
a time long, long ago. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we 
appreciate any articles, press releases, letters, etc., that can be 
brought in on Mondays. Thank you for your cooperation 
in this matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Stanley Park 
announces Summer 
Pops Season 

Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
returns to Westfield after 10-year absence 

The Springfield Symphony Orchestra will return to 
The Stanley Park of Westfield after a 10-year hiatus, 
with a trio of Summer Pops Concerts. In a joint 
announcement made recently at Stanley park, the 
two organizations announced a partnership for 2003 
which will bring the Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
back to Stanley Park for three performances on July 
3rd, 10th, and 17th. Kevin Rhodes, Music Director of 
the Springfield Symphony Orchestra, will conduct all 
three concerts. 

The season opens on Thursday, July 3rd at 7:30 
p.m., as the Springfield Symphony Orchestra per¬ 
forms “Stars and Stripes Forever," a program cele¬ 
brating America’s Independence Day with music of 
John Philip Sousa, Aaron Copland, and Tchaikovsky’s 
“1812 Overture,” followed by fireworks. 

On Thursday, July 10th at 7:30 p.m., the 
Springfield Symphony Orchestra goes to Hollywood 
with an evening of music from the movies and televi¬ 
sion, including John Williams' score to “Star Wars” 
and TV themes from “I Love Lucy.” 

The series concludes on Thursday, July 17th at 
7:30 p.m. with the program “Made in The USA," show¬ 
casing American pops favorites from George 
Gershwin’s “An American in Paris” and “Rhapsody in 
Blue” to Leonard Bernstein’s musicals “West Side 
Story” and “Candide” and selections by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein. 

Michael Jonnes, Executive Director of the 
Springfield Symphony Orchestra, said, “It seems that 
Stanley Park is a ‘natural’ summer setting for the 
SSO, and we look forward to an exciting season and 
a strong partnership between two of the region’s 
attractions.” 

The July 3rd performance is free. Tickets for the 
July 10th and 17th performance are $12 in advance 
and $15 on the day of the performance. Children 
under 12, accompanied by an adult, are free, and no 
tickets are required. All performances will be held rain 
or shine. Gates open at 5:00 p.m. and people may 
bring lawn chairs or blankets. 

Tickets go on sale after May 10th at Stanley Park 
in Westfield, the Springfield Symphony Orchestra Box 
Office in downtown Springfield, and the UMass Fine 
Arts Center Box Office in Amherst. For telephone 
sales with credit cards: 413-545-2511 or 800-999- 
UMASS. Tickets will also be sold online at www.stan- 
levpark.org . 

Ag. Cultural Council 
to feature author 
Roland Merullo 

The Agawam Cultural Council First Friday Series 
will feature author Roland Merullo on Friday, May 
2nd, at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the 
Agawam Public Library. 

Merullo is a Revere native and now lives in the 
Pioneer Valley town of Williamsburg with his wife and 
two daughters. He has been a visiting lecturer in fic¬ 
tion writing at Amherst College and on the faculty at 
the Stonecast Writing program, and has taught at 
Bennington College in Vermont. Merullo has written 
four novels and two books of non-fiction. He has writ¬ 
ten for the New York Times, Newsweek, Yankee, 
Boston Magazine, Boston Sunday Globe Magazine, 
Forbes, The Philadelphia Inquirer, Los Angeles 
Times, Chicago Tribune, and others. His books have 
been translated into German and Spanish. 

His "Revere Beach Blvd” was his first volume of the 
projected Revere Beach Trilogy, which includes his 
"Revere Beach Elegy” and “In Revere - In Those 
Days.” This program is offered free to the public and 
is sponsored by the Agawam Cultural Council and the 
Mass. Cultural Council. Additional information may be 
found at www.aaawamcc.org . 













BILL PFAU AND LYNN FITZPATRICK (left 
and center) of the Agawam St. Patrick’s COLLEEN CONWAY IS PICTURED ABOVE at the piano during a 1984 concert at Springfield 
Committee, along with Mike Grandfield (rep- Symphony Hall. Colleen, a one-time student at Agawam High School, has promised to be a guest 
resenting the Agawam Cultural Council), have- conductor lor the town’s sesquicentennial performance in 2005. 
been busy finalizing plans for the concert by 

’’GAELIC STORM” on Saturday, May 3rd, L 1 ftf*fV)pr A XTC ITIllcip d't'linrflnil't' $)CT£liin 

at 7:30 p.m. at the Agawam Junior High ,1305 * OrUier AHS mUSIC SiSElCMMlt 


published in Music Educators Journal 


Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. ’’GAELIC 
STORM” is the Celtic band that appeared in 
the blockbuster rfiovie "Titanic." Tickets are 
$12 in advance and may be purchased at the 
Agawam branches of Hampden, Westfield, 
and Woronoco Savings Banks; tickets can also 
be purchased for $15 at the door. 

Our classified ads cost just 
$15 per week for 30 words or 
less. However, we DO NOT 
take them over the telephone. 
Please bring them to our office 
at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills Center (above 
Remillard Insurance Agency), 
or mail them (along with pay¬ 
ment) to P. O. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


“Nifty 50” 

The Twins 



Colleen Conway, a former Agawam High School 
music standout and a 1984 graduate, is presently 
assistant professor of music education at the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and her latest con¬ 
tribution is appearing in the May issue of "The Music 
Educators Journal” on the topic, “Good Rhythm and 
Intonation From Day One in Beginning Instrumental 
Music.” 

Colleen was a participant and leader in a wide area 
of music classes and activities during her high school 
years in Agawam. An outstanding pianist and instru¬ 
mentalist (French horn), she was selected for Western 
District and All State Band or Orchestra during all of 
her years at AHS. In addition to being the pianist for 
the High School Show Choir, she was also the Drum 
Major of the Marching Band‘and during the Field 
Show for her senior year (music of Tchaikovsky), she 
was a featured soloist on the French horn, something 
usually done by a trumpet or trombone in that type of 
outdoor performance. 

She played piano (usually music of Chopin) for 
many of the All-Star Solo performances and was fea¬ 
tured on piano for a portion of Gershwin’s “Rhapsody 
in Blue” at the Symphony Hall concert by 900 
Agawam students in 1984. 

She was one of two French horn students to be 
selected to attend the Eastman Conservatory of 
Music in her first year of college and served as the 
New York State President of the students’ organiza¬ 
tion in music education during her years there. 


Although she will probably not be at the first 
rehearsal for the “Coliseum Spectacular” this coming 
May 18th, she has promised to be a guest conductor 
for the performance in 2005. 

Other former AHS graduates who will be assisting 
as guest conductors for the concert include Bruce 
Haynes (retired Band Director at Wamogo High 
School in Litchfield, CT), Darcy G. Davis (Band 
Director at Rockville High School in Vernon, CT for 22 
years), Beth Major (Chorus Director in Marlboro 
Schools), Norma Turcotte (Music Director in the 
Enfield Schools), Paul Sibilia (present Director of the 
Windsor Locks High School Band), Carol (Heyl) 
Titcomb (Music Director in the Branford, CT Schools), 
and several other former students who are working in 
the music area. 

In addition to former students'; "several other band 
directors from the town have agreed .30 come in as 
guest conductors for the event: Guido Sipione of the 
Shriners Band, Pat Rondinelli, who has his own con¬ 
cert band, and John Lennon of the Sacred Heart 
Band. 

We are hoping for a good turnout of music alumni 
(chorus, band, color guard, dancers, baton, etc.) as 
well as present singers and instrumentalists from local 
groups at the rehearsal to take place on Sunday after¬ 
noon, May 18th at the High School auditorium from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. This will be the first effort to gather 
some of the massed chorus and massed band to be a 
part of the Sesquicentennial affair. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and 

every week... AANU! 
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ATTORNEY AT LAW 

2 06 MAYNARD STREET, FEEDING HILLS 


III 

... 


specializing: in estate planning & 

ESTATE ADMINISTRATION 


*wills and trusts 
^durable power of attorneys 
^health care proxies 


* probate of estates 
*real estate sales and transfers 
'^counseling on most legal matters 


HI 

III 


There is more than filling out forms to estate planning and the settling 
of estates. The welfare of those about whom we care most is at stake. 

* Serving Agawam familes for over 25 years * 


789-9970 


HI 

III 
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Agawam Schools 
host yellow 
ribbon ceremony 


Guidance bulletin 


A yellow ribbon ceremony was held at the Agawam 
Junior High School on Tuesday, April 15th and at the 
Agawam High School and Agawam Middle School on 
Wednesday, April 16th. 

In attendance were Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Mary Czajkowski, John Kane and William Sapelli, 
Assistant Superintendents, George Schagle, World 
War II, Korean War, and Vietnam War veteran, main 
office employees, school staff, and students. Band 
nembers from all three schools played patriotic 
music. 

Speaking to the groups were Ed Kellogg from the 
Agawam Veterans’ Service office, Chris Sanchez, 
F’ersian Gulf War veteran and president of the 
Agawam Veterans’ Council, and Margaret Timmons, 
friend of three serving overseas. They wanted to bring 
awareness to the students and to show appreciation 
for the sacrifices servicemen and women and their 
loved ones make and the hardships they endure dur¬ 
ing wartime. "They are working so that others may 
enjoy freedom we have always known here in the 
United States of America,” they told the students. 
“Now we will acknowledge the names of those we are 
aware of from our community that are serving while 
we tie a yeHow ribbon on a tree that will come off 
when the wards over and all our servicemen and 
women come home.” > 

A bulletin board is being set up at the Agawam 
Town Kali to honor those servicemen and women that 
either live or work in Agawam and Feeding Hills that 
have been called to active duty in the U.S. or are 
deployed overseas. Please bring in their pictures 
marked with their name and rank and/or branch of 
service on the front. If you have any questions, please 
call Ed Kellogg at 786-0400, ext. 236/237. 

Cards and letters are being collected to send to the 
injured servicemen and women at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital and Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, 
D.C. Please drop them off at the Veterans’ Affairs 
Office at 681 Springfield Street (at the police station) 
to the attention of Ed Kellogg. 

Please show your support by displaying flags and 
yellow ribbons on your front lawns and streets. 


from Agawam 

High School 

College Acceptances: Congratulations! 

Sebastian Verelst: University of Massachusetts 

Kelly Reilly: Becker College, Central Connecticut 
State University 

Vicki Ruhl: Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Hofstra 
University, University of Rhode Island 

Ashley Blanchard: Northeastern University 

Lyndsay Carey: Hofstra University, Northeastern 
University 

John Slachetka: Westfield State College 

Salema Sekkal: Fisher College 

Brenden Sullivan: Holyoke Community College 

Kelli McKenna: Holyoke Community College 

Michael J. Davis 
attains Dean’s List 
at Avon Old Farms 

Michael J. Davis of Feeding Hills was named to the 
Dean’s List at Avon Old Farms School in Avon, 
Connecticut, a boarding/day school for boys in grades 
nine through 12. 


TAMMY WATSON, the co-chair of Visual and Performing Arts at Agawam High School, is 
shown conducting the school band at the yellow ribbon ceremony in recognition of United States 
servicemen and women who are stationed overseas. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


SENIOR MICHAEL BACHINI and sophomore Danielle Robichaud (at left) hold their hands 
over their hearts as the Agawam Hi«h School band plays "God Bless America" during the yel¬ 
low ribbon ceremony at AHS. Both Michael and Danielle are percussionists at the school. In 
right photo: Agawam Junior High Principal Kevin Littlefield looks on as Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Mary Czajkowski, ties a yellow ribbon around a tree on the grounds of the Junior 

High . Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


Parents and students who are interested in learn¬ 
ing more about the PTSO and how they can become 
involved in the High School are invited to attend the 
next PTSO meeting, which will be held on Monday, 
May 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the Agawam High School fac¬ 
ulty cafeteria. 

The PTSO is continuing to raise funds for the 
Renaissance program, reviewing Renaissance crite¬ 
ria for admission for next year, contemplating ideas to 
increase membership, entertaining plans for future 
fundraising events, and will be holding PTSO elec¬ 
tions for 2003-2004. Anyone interested in holding an 
office must be present on May 5th. 

A raffle will be held in an effort to thank and 
increase membership. If you cannot make the meet¬ 
ing but would like to keep abreast of AHS happenings, 
please visit us on the schools website' at 
www.aaa wamhiahschool.org . 


roll at Cathedral 
High School 

The following area students were among those 
named to the third quarter honor roll at Cathedral 
High School in Springfield, MA. 

From Agawam: Kevin Connor, senior, first honors; 
Karen Prisby, senior, first honors; Vincent Moretti, 
senior, second honors; Maria Robidoux, sophomore! 
first honors; Andrew Moriarty, sophomore, second 
honors; Meagan Pokorny, sophomore, second hon¬ 
ors; and Michael Prisby, freshman, first honors. 

From Feeding Hills: Caitlin Briere, junior, first 
honors; Jillian Joyce, sophomore, second honors; 
Kaitlyn Chase, freshman, first honors; and 
Christopher Graham, freshman, first honors. 


Agawam High Area students 

PTSO news named to honor 
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Agawam High 
presents “Grease” 
to a packed house 


The Agawam High School Department of Visual 
and Performing Arts presented “Grease” on April 10th, 

11th, and 12th to a packed house at the Agawam High 
School auditorium. 

The cast of characters included students Chad 
Farrington, Shannon McDyer, Kate Horniak, Liz 
Couture, Jodi Pfau, Sara Dorans, Steve Forni, Jim 
Rannenberg, Chris King, Chris deJongh, Ericka 
Dominguez, Jessica Tully, Dan Cirillo, and Mario 
Maloni. The Company included Susan Krapf, Tricia 
Sheehan, Laura Jutte, Raya Mutti, Amy Luginbuhl, 

Justin Belden, Kevin Baptiste, Sophie Gould, Sarah 
Landry, Julie Wills, Brian Santos, Jackie Perreault, 

Marianne Carter, Rebecca Leupo, and dancers 
Ashley Velosky, Tara Witte, Jessica Lemieux, Sarah 
Hersey, and' Kari Marceno. 

AHS Choir Director Stephen Files was the co-pro¬ 
ducer and vocal music director for the show. He has 
been producing shows for Agawam Public Schools for 
over 25 years, most recently, “Oliver!" 

Tammy Watson, co-coordinator of Visual and 
Performing Arts at AHS, was the co-producer and 
managing director. She has taught in the Agawam 
Schools for 21 years and is director of the award-win¬ 
ning bands at AHS. 

Dramatic director, for the AHS production of 
“Grease" was faculty member Margo Poulin. An 
esteemed member of the English Department for 
years, Mrs. Poulin has directed dozens of other shows 
at the school and in the community. 

Pamela Vallon-Jackson, AHS English teacher and 
drama instructor, was the associate producer and 
properties manager for “Grease.” She also served as 
make-up artist and lighting director. Her theater group 
at AHS presented “Hide and Seek,” a murder mystery, 
in December. 

AHS Art C\ub advisor Debora Florek acted as artis¬ 
tic director. She is the co-coordinator of Visual and 
Performing Arts at AHS. AHS graduate Steven Sands 
returned to the school after his exciting journey of 
singing and dancing in musical theater across the Cross, 
country to serve as choreographer for “Grease.” Technic; 
Another AHS graduate, Michael Rheault, served as Drewniak, 
instrumental music director and pianist. Mary Ellen MaryEllen 
Konopka served as set designer. Pamela V 

AHS faculty member Mary Ellen Bruce was invalu- Johanna j 
able to the production by managing costumes, organ- Burns, Arr 
izing ushers, and helping in the box office. AHS staff s ki- Michel 
member Linda Scheve handled the awesome task of Bertrand, 
all advanced ticket sales for the show. Ke,| y> Sco 

Among those that worked tirelessly to make the j^ an Bou! 

show a success were the following: °P e ’ 

Ushers’ 

Student Directors : Chris deJongh, Ashley Macey, —-^ 

Dan Drewniak, Mike Ferrigno, and Liz Couture. _ a ^ ara /T 

. „ Cohen, N 

Box Office Staff : Linda Scheve, Bonnie Krapf, Aaron ^ 

Brenda Theriaque, Tammy Watson, and Mary Ellen T hpr j aaue 


PICTURED ABOVE ARE some of the cast members of "Grease” during a backstage moment 
at Agawam High School. The ever-popular musical about the 1950’s was performed in the AHS 
auditorium on April 10th, 11th, and 12th. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

Bruce. siers, Gabrielle Hernandez, and Jennifer Brega. 

Costumes : Geraldine Spear, Tammy Watson, Chris Musical Ensemble : Michael Rheault, Bob 
deJongh, Mary Ellen Bruce, Pamela Vallon-Jackson, Casinghino, Shane Suffriti, and Brittany Theriaque. 
Bonnie Krapf, College Formats, and Liz Couture. Special thanks to the Rosie Robotics Team and the 

Make-Up : Pamela Vallon-Jackson, Liz Couture, AHS Art Club for. designing and building the car, 
Chris deJongh. "Greased Lightning." The cast would also like to thank 

Art Club : Debora Florek, Amber Waters, Luda Dr. Linda Prystupa, Kathleen McSweeney, Bernadette 
Nikolaychuk, Rahada Lazkani, Anna Pawezka, Dave Conte, AHS musical liaison Susan Brown, drama con- 
Torrey, Jen Castle, Catherine Andrews, Kristen Pfau, sultant Bob Sands, the AHS band and chorus parents, 
Becky Niemiec, Nicole Vadnais, Lina Moysis, Ted as we " as Kathy Shepard, Richard Sardella, and the 
Moysis, Liz Couture, Michelle Cadieux, Camilla staff of The Agawam Advertiser News. 


Arts and Crafts 

Children will use an abundance of elaborate art 
material to create many masterpieces such as 
masks, puppets, shadow boxes, friendship 
pins/bracelets, paintings, and more. 

Jnly 7-10 12:30-3:30 Ages 4-12 Tuition S109 


Middle Ages Fun 

Children will design their own castle, moke a King or 
Queens royal crown, and sceptor. They will create and 
decorate their own special coat of arms shield, make a 
medieval shadow box, play lot’s of fun games, and learn 
to tell stories through their medieval imagination Our 
special guest will be a knight and will award the children 
with certificates at the end of the week. 

July 14-17 from 8:30-11:30am Ages 4-12 
Tuition 5109 

A Trip to Egypt 

This course will take you back in time to the days-of Ancient 
Egypt The cliildren will learn about the ancient land through 
short stories, gomes, hands on activities, and art They will 
make a mummy, go on a treasure hunt, design their own life 
size royol tomb, recreate the pyramids at Giza and learn to 
write in hciroglyphics. 

July 14-17 from 12:30-3:30 Ages 6-12 Tuition $109 


f jS|k Member - American Optometric Association 

t ||jj|) Andrew E. Boraski, O.D. 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) 

HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice 
Secure Horizons 
Medicare 
Tufts 

Davis Vision 
Cigna 

ConnectiCare 
Pioneer Health 


KIDS CAMPUS 
P.0 BOX 624 

FEEDING IIILLS, MA. 01030 


Classes arc filled on a first come first serve bnsis and 
fill quickly. Payment is due two weeks before the 
start of a class. No refunds within two weeks of 
course running. All classes will be held at the 
Agawam Italian Club 
349 Cooper Street 
Agawam, MA. 01001 

If yon have any questions please feel free to call Kids 
Campus Director of Education Maraya Goudreau at 
413-789-1821 


Princess Camp 2 

Celebrate the magic of being a Princess. Children will 
use elaborate material to moke a princess crown, 
necklaces, and a royal pillow fit for a Princess. Children 
will listen to princess stories old and new, and play fun 
games. Special Princesses Minnie Mouse and 
Cinderella will l>c making a guest appearance! I! They 
will award each child with a personalized certificate at 
the end of the week 

July 21-24 from 8:30-ll:30am Ages 4-12 
Tuition SI 19 
Science Magic 

This course is filled with fun, safe, hands on science 
experiments that arc sure to get a lot of ’wow's’ Children 
will become familiar and comfortable using the scientific 
method. Come celebrate the ever fascinating world of 
science and all of it's neat surprises. 

July 21-24 from 12:30-3:30 Ages 6-12 Tuition 
$109 


Child's Namc/Agc 


Contact Lenses 
and 

Contact Lens 
Solutions 


Address 


Phone// 


Parent's Name 


School Child Attends 


334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 

(413) 789-0031 


Class(es) your child wishes to tako. 


Health New England 
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Middle School Drama Club to stage 1st show... 



THE AGAWAM MIDDLE SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB will perform their first production of 
"Wishful Thinking" (written by Kenneth Pruess) on Thursday, May 1st, at 7:00 p.m. Admission 
to the show will be non-perishable items that will be sent to our men and women serving in our 
United States Armed Forces. This is the first year that a Drama Club has been established in the 
Middle School. Tryouts were held in December, and over 176 students tried out; 35 combined 
fifth- and sixth-graders were selected. The cast members are Joe Roy, Alyssa Styckiewicz, 
Caitlin Paulin, Jennifer Hensel, Alyssa Doyle, Shannon Stevens, David Glista, Jonathan Forfa, 
Mary Malone, Cori Geiger, Brittany LaFlamme, Patrick McLane, Sarah St. Germaine, Kasia 
Nowik, Nicholas Magnolia, Ashley Cross, Joshua Fisher, Paul Munzert II, Mrs. Celeste Basile, 
Cara Mittler, and Michelle Curtis. The members of the backstage crew/set design are Brittany 
Theroux, Brianna Newton, Amanda Pittenger, Regina Sibilia, Jessica McFadden, Mike Watts, 
Bryan Snyder, Brianna Maggi, Danielle Capriati, Faith Johnson, Mrs. Thais Wright, Mrs. Betty 
Murphy, and Mr. Maynard Baker. Advertiser JNews photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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Agawam Schools 
weekly lunch menu 

Agawam High School 

Mon., 5/5: Beef-filled taco shell w/salsa, lettuce 
& cheese, seasoned corn, steamed white rice, 
assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., 5/6: On main meal line - buttered rotini 
w/meat sauce on the side, warm breadstick,' sea¬ 
soned green beans, assorted chilled fruit, Jello 
w/topping. 

Wed., 5/7: "Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, salad 
w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
cookie. 

Thurs., 5/8: Five mozzarella sticks w/marinara 
sauce, warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted 
chilled fruit, ice cream sandwich. 

Fri., 5/9: Crispy chicken pattie on a roll in wrap¬ 
per, baked potato rounds, vegetable of the day, 
assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

Agawam Junior High School 

Mon., 5/5: Five chicken strips w/dipping sauce, 
steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assorted 
chilled fruit, “wacky cake.” 

Tues., 5/6: Buttered rotini w/meat sauce on the 
side, warm breadstick, seasoned green beans, 
assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Wed., 5/7: Five mozzarella sticks w/marinara 
sauce, warm dinner roll, vegetable of the day, 
assorted chilled fruit, ice cream sandwich. 

Thurs., 5/8: "Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, salad 
w/lite dres'sing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
cookie. 

Fri., 5/9: Jumbo, baked pretzel w/cheese sauce, 
buttered elbows w/broccoli cuts, assorted chilled 
fruit, dessert of the day. 

Agawam Middle School 

Mon., 5/5: Five chicken nuggets w/dipping 
sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort¬ 
ed chilled fruit, Rice Krispie treat. , 

Tues., 5/6: Buttered rotini w/meat sauce on the 
side, slice of bread w/butter, seasoned green 
beans, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Wed., 5/7: Five mozzarella sticks w/marinara 
sauce, warm breadstick, vegetable of the day, 
assorted chilled fruit, ice cream sandwich. 

Thurs., 5/8: “Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, salad 
w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
cookie. 

Fri., 5/9: “Sloppy Joe” (BBQ style) on a roll, 
baked potato rounds, vegetable of the day, assort¬ 
ed chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

Agawam Elementary Schools 

Mon., 5/5: Five chicken nuggets w/dipping 
sauce, mashed potatoes, seasoned corn, assorted 
chilled fruit, Rice Krispie treat. 

Tues., 5/6: Buttered noodles w/meat sauce on 
the side, slice of bread w/butter, seasoned green 
beans, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Wed., 5/7: Cheeseburger on a roll w/condi- 
ments, Smart Food popcorn, buttered corn 
cobettes, assorted chilled fruit, ice cream sandwich. 

Thurs., 5/8: Five mozzarella sticks w/marinara 
sauce, warm breadstick, salad w/lite dressing, 
assorted chilled fruit, school-baked cookie. 

Fri., 5/9: “Sloppy Joe” (BBQ style) on a roll, 
baked potato rounds, vegetable of the day, assort¬ 
ed chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

I--I 


Host Family Needed 

to care for a male with down 
syndrome. Pleasant personality and 
quiet disposition. Attends day 
program. Prefers West Springfield, 
Agawam area. 

Please Call! Linda Healey 
781 “8800 ext. 149 


From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office ... 

by Judy Cohen 

Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


Senioritis 

You’ve heard of bronchitis, sinusitis, and rhinitis ... 
but now we have a new “itis” and it has hit AHS with a 
bang. Senioritis has invaded and it is very contagious. 
More and more seniors are coming down with it every 
day. 

Actually, its symptoms are easy to recognize. The 
student has trouble staying on task with schoolwork. 
He has a calendar in his room and is busy crossing off 
the dates until school will be over. She is busy sitting 
in class, thinking about what to do when school is 
over, and definitely is not concentrating on the work at 
hand. 

He is conjuring up the best way to get^jut of bed in 
the morning to come through the hallowed gates of 
high school when he really does not want to be here. 
And so it goes. I am sure you get my drift. Being at 
AHS is not where one wants to be. College and jobs 
are looming forth and definitely look more enticing 
than high school. 

Well, now that you know the symptoms, what can 
be done about treating the disease? In all honesty, not 
much. Senioritis strikes most students and they have 
to just push themselves along and try their hardest to 
stay on task. 

They have to keep reminding themselves that col¬ 
leges can rescind their acceptances if their grades 
really fall down and that colleges do see their final 
transcript. So, it is important for them to hang in there. 
For those who are not going on to college, they still 


The following area students were among those 
named to the third quarter honor roll at St. Thomas the 
Apostle School in West Springfield. 

FIRST HONORS: Tricia Chase, Sarah Savoia 
(grade 7); Heather Krassler (grade 5) 


need to have that diploma in their hands when they go 
job-seeking, so they had better focus to pass courses 
in order to get the required credits for graduation. 

Not only is it hard to concentrate and keep on task 
as the senior year is winding down, but also the 
change in the weather does not help. Spring fever 
exacerbates the problem! And especially this year, 
when we had such a long, cold and dreary winter. 
With the sun shining and the temperatures climbing, 
who wants to stay inside and study? Yes, this is a hard 
time. 

As parents, it is hard to live through this time with 
your kids. Not only is it hard for them to stay on task, 
but also they are getting nervous about school ending. 
Weird, huh? I mean, on one hand they cannot wait for 
school to end, yet on the other hand, they are fraught 
with worry about the next road that they will be travel¬ 
ing. ♦’ 

At least they have a safety zone here at AHS; they 
feel comfortable, they know the people and the rou¬ 
tine. Even though they want out, change is scary. 
They really are going through a difficult time and so 
you, as parents, are going through a hard time, too. 

- Try to be patient. This, too, will pass. Most teens 
don’t want to discuss things. After all, when you dis¬ 
cuss something, it makes it real. Plus, many do not 
want to display any kind of weakness. 

They want you to feel that they can handle every¬ 
thing. Perhaps try telling them that you remember 
senior year and how you felt. By doing this, you are 
giving them license to speak about their issues. You 
are letting them know that you have been there and it 
is normal to feel the way they are feeling. 

So, to you parents and to you seniors, all I can 
suggest is that you hang in there. This rollercoaster 
ride will come to a stop, the sun will continue to rise 
and set, and life will go on. Trust me, I have gone 
through this with three sons and they and I are still 
here to tell the story. But I do wish you fortitude and 
good luck. 


SECOND HONORS: Victoria Carestia (grade 6). 
THIRD HONORS: Michelle Santos (grade 8); 
Matina Geanopoulos, Anthony Massoia, Michael 
Tangredi (grade 7); Andrew Ardolino, Danielle Burns 
(grade 6); Robert Geanopoulos, Lauren McKenzie, 
Nicolas Tangredi (grade 5). 


Area students attain honor roll 
status at St. Thomas in West Springfield 
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PRO PATRIA 


Test Fee $25 
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AHS commemorates ’’The Bard of Avon 


Congratulations 

Amanda! 


E AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL’S Shakespeare Society celebrated the works of the timeless play 

wright with its recent ’’Annual Shakespeare Week Assembly.’’ In the photo above (from left) 
Kevin Baptiste, Alyssa Tally, Lina Moysis, and Megan Smith were among the AHS students whc 
AMANDA LEDWITH was honored recently helped with the "off stage" duties. The other behind-the-scenes personnel were Ashle; 
at Agawam Junior High School as the seventh- Blanchard, Dan Drewniak, W.ll Hamre, Myungsuk Ro, Dave Rosenberg, and Co,, Verteramo 

, „ . ® , , „ Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

grade ’’Art Student of the Month.” Advertiser News _ , , r-MnriTrT^ 

pohto by Kathy Shepard. ' "- •_ • 


Retirement party 
planned for 
Agawairi High staff 

An AHS Staff Retirement Party is schedule for 
Tuesday, June 10th at Oak Ridge Golf Club, 850 
South Westfield Street, Feeding Hills. 

AHS retiring staff members to be honored include 
Diane Chase, Don Dorazio, John Ferranti, Joe 
Fitzgerald, Carol Grady, Dick Marsh, Joe 
Modzelewski, Geraldine Schilling-Nordal, and Donna 
Spangenberg. 

Cocktails and a crackers and cheese table will be 
available from 3:00-4:00 p.m., followed by a buffet 
dinner at 4:30. Dinner will include garden salad, prime 
rib, chicken francaise, roasted red potatoes, veg¬ 
etable medley, rolls and butter, cake, strawberry par- 
fait, coffee and tea. 

Tickets are $35 per person. Casual attire. 

For more information, call Agawam High School, 
821-0530. 

AHS Rosie Robotics 
Team to host 
chicken dinner 

The Agawam High School award-winning Rosie 
Robotics Team will host a fundraising Chicken Dinner 
on Friday, May 16th from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion Post #185, Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. 

Admission is $6 in advance, $7 at the door. Dinner 
will include baked chicken, garlic roasted potato, veg¬ 
etable, salad, rolls, desssert, and coffee and tea. 

For more information and advance ticket sales, call 
789-0684 or visit us on the web at www.team839. 
com . 

Our deadline is each 
Tuesday at 12:00 noon; 

however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, 
letters, etc., that can be 
brought in on Mondays. 
Thank you for your 

cooperation in this matter... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


“ALL THE WORLD'S A STAGE ... INCLUDING AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL!": These AHS 
students posed for our camera during one of their rehearsals for the "Annual Shakespeare 
Week Assembly." Jenine Davignon served as the announcer for the assembly, and, the emcees 
were Ian Hamlet, Mike Lalli, Megan Mercadante, and Nina Murray. The "on stage" talent also 
included Katie Baum, Becky Berta, Lex Chretien, Heather Cox, Chris deJongh, Suzanne 
Dudley, Chad Farrington, Kevin Fleming, Chris Holl, Ashley Marek, Chris Martin, Kerri 
Merriam, Ashley Montessi, Jodi Pfau, A1 Santaniello, Jen Sharp, Ben Sunny, Jess Tully, and 

Drew Wynne. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Cathedral High School 


260 Surrey Road, Springfield, MA 01118 


Saturday, May 10, 2003 
8:00 am - 12:00 noon 


for students interested in applying to grade 9. 

Students interested in transferring into grades 10 or 11 should 
contact the Admissions Office for transfer requirements. 


Completed admissions application 
needed for registration. 


Don’t delay, Apply today! 

Placement Exam necessary for Acceptance 


Call 782-5285 for an Admissions Packet! 
www.cathedralhigh.org 
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AHS girls’ tennis 
surprises Cathedral, 
beats Central, and 
bows to Westfield 

Following a difficult 2-3 setback to Pioneer League 
leader Westfield (3-0, 7-0 overall) last Thursday, 
Agawam High girls’ tennis (2-1, 4-5 overall) rebound¬ 
ed nicely by drubbing Springfield Central, 4-1, at 
windy but warm Harmon Smith Field on Monday, April 
28th. 

However, the Brownie girls then scored a huge 
independent victory over Cathedral at Harmon Smith 
Field on Tuesday (April 29th), moving their match 
record to 4-5. 

In the 3-2 win over Cathedral (3-3), sophomore 
Barbara Brizzolari continued her rise up the ranks with 
a 7-5, 6-1 straight-sets victory. “Barbara played so 
amazingly today. We were just bursting with pride," is 
Coach Mary Wolochowicz saw the match. "She kept 
calm through the really close first set. She was think¬ 
ing and playing very steady. She made few mistakes. 
It was the last and longest match of the day. It decid¬ 
ed who would win and it didn’t phase Barbara at all.” 

Also opening some eyes was the third singles play 
of junior Laura ^Pedersen. In playing singles for the 
first time, Pedersen won in straight sets, 6-0, 6-3. 
“Laura really amazed-us all. She had an outstanding 
day and was the first, match finished." 

The first doubles tandem of junior Becky Leupo and 
junior Lina Moysis also clicked, winning in straight 
sets at 6-4, 6-2. 

“Becky and Lina are beginning to really play like a 
team. They are understanding the concept of working 
together and covering for each other, as well as keep¬ 
ing out of each other’s way,” noted Wolochowicz. 

★ * * 

At first singles against Central, senior Kate 
Haglund had her hands full and fell in straight sets, 6 - 
1, 6-3. The Central player was using a consistent 
baseline attack so Haglund changed tactics and tried 
to take the net. Haglund had better luck in the second 
set. “Katie worked her way toward the net in the sec¬ 
ond set and that made the match much more interest¬ 
ing,” related Wolochowicz, who is now in her 27th year 
at the helm. 



COACH MARY WOLOCHOWICZ (center), who is now in her 27th year of helming Agawam 
High School’s girls’ tennis team, is pictured above with two of her singles competitors this sea¬ 
son - Kate Haglund (left) and Sabrina Brizzolari (right). 


Sophomore Barbara Brizzolari (substituting at sec¬ 
ond singles again for her injured sister, Sabrina) won 
in straight sets, 6-4, 6 -t. This should serve as a con¬ 
fidence-builder for Brizzolari, according to 
Wolochowicz. "Barbara had more confidence coming 
into the match. She kept the ball in play and made 
fewer mistakes.” 

While Central was forced to forfeit at third singles, 
both doubles tandems won for the Brownies. At first 
doubles, junior Lina Moysis and junior Becky Leupo 
were straight-set winners, 6-3, 6-3. The Brownies con¬ 
trolled this match from start to finish. 

Agawam’s second doubles team, juniors Laura 
Jutte and Laura Pedersen, came through with anoth¬ 
er straight-sets win, 6-3, 6-1. 

★ ★ * 

The Westfield loss was a disappointing one for the 
Brownies. The day started off badly when senior sec¬ 
ond singles player Sabrina Brizzolari was forced to 
withdraw during the warm-ups when she reinjured the 


same leg that had sidelined her a few weeks back. 

Down 0-1 before the match had even started, Kate 
Haglund played well in a 6-4, 6-4 straight-sets verdict. 
“Katie was strong starting this match. She stayed 
steady throughout the match and got a very good 
win,” said Wolochowicz. 

At third singles, Barbara Brizzolari showed her met¬ 
tle by toughing out an intense straight setter, 6-4, 6-3. 
“Barbara fought hard in the first set and showed she 
could fight. Barbara kept up the intensity of the match 
and finished the winner,” added Wolochowicz. 

In the doubles play, Westfield came out of the chute 
with a pair of experienced tandems and it showed; 6 - 
2, 6-3 at first doubles, and 6-0, 6-0 at second doubles. 
“In these matches, Westfield was just better and much 
more experienced,” said Wolochowicz. 

Agawam’s next match is another league encounter 
on Monday, May 5th, vs. Chicopee High at Harmon 
Smith Field. The action gets underway at 3:30 p.m. 


Brownie boys’ tennis rebounds from 
slow start to take League openers' 


Agawam High boys’ tennis is off to a good start in 
defense of its 2002 Pioneer League title after back-to- 
back wins over Central and Westfield. * 

At presstime, the improving Brownie boys are 2-0 
in the league and 3-4 overall. All four losses came 
against independent opponents. 

The Brownies opened their league schedule on 
Friday, April 25th with a convincing 5-0 whitewash of 
the Westfield Bombers. 

In first singles play, Myun Ro rolled to an easy 6-1, 
6-1 win. “Myun again displayed his all-court quick¬ 
ness,” said veteran Coach Bill Spear. 

At second singles, Marc Maloney (playing with 
more consistency with every passing match, accord¬ 
ing to Spear) also won in straight sets, 6-3, 6-2. 

Third singles was a bit more of a challenge for 
AHS. Matt Lyman was in a first-set dogfight before 
prevailing in a 7-6 tiebreaker (7-1). Lyman used the 
big momentum swing from the tiebreaker to his full 
advantage by earning a bagel in the second set, 6 - 0 . 

Both doubles teams also ruled the day. At first dou¬ 
bles, the Quigley boys, Dan and Jay, dominated their 
opponents, 6-0, 6-3. "It was their best performance of 
the year,” noted Spear. 

At second doubles, Will Loong and Chris Martin 
turned their Bomber opponents away without much 


trouble, 6-3, 6-0. "Will and Chris completely dominat¬ 
ed the net,” Spear observed. 

★ * * 

On Monday, April 28th, the Brownies rode herd on 
Springfield Central, 4-1. 

All three singles matches were battles before the 
Brownies finally came out on top. At number one sin¬ 
gles, Myun Ro took his hard-fought match, 6-4, 6-3. 

At second singles, Marc Maloney flashed a big 
serve and just enough poise at the net to take a 7-5, 
7-5 grinder. 

After a slow start, Matt Lyman rallied to take a first- 
set tiebreaker, 7-6, before crushing his Golden Eagle 
opponent in the second set, 6 - 0 . 

At first doubles, Dan and Jay Quigley played just 
well enough to win, 6-1, 7-6. 

The best theatrics of the match came at second 
doubles, where Will Loong and Chris Martin lost a 
very tough and lengthy three-setter, 6 - 3 , 3 - 6 , 6 - 7 . 

"As a team, we still need to work on shot selection, 
depth, stronger first and second serves, and overall 
balance between being too aggressive and not 
aggressive enough," is how Spear assesses his 
charges going into the meat of the league schedule. 

Agawam’s next match is slated for Monday, May 
5th, at Chicopee High. - • 


If you visit the Advertiser News' office at 
23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills (above 
' Remillard Insurance), please note that 
our main entrance is in the back. Please 
park on the side of the building and 
use the back entrance. Thank you... 


Agawam Municipal 
Golf Course 

128 Southwick St., Rte. 57 
Feeding Hills * (413) 786-2194 


SPRING SPECIALS 


WEEKDAYS 

18 holes greens U 
& cart per person 



after 12:00.$ 20.00 pp 


Back 9 Special 

(Before 8 a.m.) 

Weekday* 

$13.00 pp 
Weekend* 
$15.00 pp 


WEEKENDS 

18 holes greens $29 
fees & cart per 
person 

After 12:00.$25.00 pp 
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Varsity baseball... 

Brownie bats go quiet in back-to-back 
losses to Longmeadow & Monument Mountain 

by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 


Suddenly, the thunderous and booming bats of the 
Agawam High baseball Brownies have issued the 
sounds of silence after consecutive losses to Valley 
League foe and top-ranked Longmeadow (8-1) last 
Friday, and then to Division II power Monument 
Mountain on Monday up in the windy Berkshires. 

The Brownies had reeled off seven consecutive 
independent victories in blowout fashion, as the runs 
came fast and furious. 

Now AHS is ranked fourth in the weekly “Fab Five" 
poll at 7-2. 

Coach Pete Clark had cautioned a few weeks ago 
that it would be difficult for the Brownies to maintain 
their torrid pace once they began to face the iron of 
the valley. 

It started with last Friday’s 4-1 loss to Longmeadow 
(over there) in the league opener. 

“Longmeadow has one of the best pitchers around 
in Jon Rappaport, and he sure showed it against us. 
Still, we had our chances,” Clark remarked. 

The Brownies were limited to a solo run and five 
hits. Agawam starter and loser, junior Jeff Neilsen, 
deserved much better than he received. 

Neilsen (1-1) allewed only four hits while whiffing 
four, walking three, and allowing four runs (three 
earned). 

Neilsen’s earned run average is second in the 
league to teammate Shawn McKeever (2-0 record in 
relief, with a perfect 0.00 ERA before the Monument 
Mt. game) at a skimpy 1.26 with 16 strikeouts in 16- 
2/3’s innings pitched. 

Neilsen will get the call on Friday (May 2nd) when 
the Brownies face always-tough Cathedral on the 
road. 

At presstime, the locals are heading for the Whip 
City’s Bullens Field for a 7:00 p.m. encounter vs. 
Westfield (5-1). 

“Hopefully, this is just a mini-slump. Our bats have 
gone quiet, and our defense in the last few games has 
not been nearly as good as it can be,” Clark stated. 

He added, “Part of it has been the excellent pitch¬ 
ing we have faced, but I think we were pressing a lit¬ 
tle. But no one is panicking. 

“We are confident as a team, and being 7-2 is not 


the sixth to snap a 1-1 deadlock and a whale of a 
pitcher’s duel between Neilsen and Rappaport. The 
Brownies committed a pair of costly errors in the 
Lancers’ tell-tale uprising, which also included three of 
their five total hits off Neilsen (all singles). 

One of the hits was a seeing-eye single that 
dropped into rightfield, and that was a clear indication 
of the bad things to come for the locals. 

Agawam tried to get out the rally monkey in the top 
of the seventh when senior centerfielder Dave Bienia 
took first on an error by the second baseman. 

But a grounder to shortstop forced Bienia, and 
Rappaport struck out the next two Brownies to end it. 

The Brownies opened the game when All- 
Scholastic third baseman Corey Federico smashed a 
double and scored on senior Mario Maloni’s single 
(.474 average at presstime, fourth in Valley League) 
two battersjater. 

The other Brownie safeties, all singles, were owned 
by junior shortstop Neil Donah, junior first baseman 
Justin Perry, and Bienia. 

Longmeadow answered back in its half of the first 
on a lead-off single, followed by a walk. 

With two on and none out, Neilsen allowed a weak 
single to right, but he managed to pitch his way out of 
the jam to allow just the lone run and the 1-1 tie. 

It stayed that way all the way until the bottom of the 
sixth. 

The Brownies had runners as far as second (Bienia 
in the fourth) and third (Donah in the fifth), but both 
were stranded. 

“The Valley League this year is probably going to 
go down to the last week. It’s going to be that close," 
Clark said. “Every game is going to be tight, and there 
will be no easy ones.” 

* * * 

Up in cow pasture land, Monument Mountain - the 
defending Division II Western Mass, champs - scored 
six runs off nine hits in its 6 : 1 victory. 

Six errors by the usually strong fielding Brownies 
certainly played a key factor in the outcome as well. 

• The Brownies used a trio of hurlers in this one - 
senior Mike Bachini, senior Shawn McKeever, and 
sophomore Kyle Perry. 


one-out error by the second baseman 

He scored on Mario Maloni’s single. 

The lead was short-lived, however. 

The Berkshire boys scored an unearned run in the 
first and then three more in the second on three hits 
(a homer), two errors, a wild pitch, and a sacrifice 
bunt. 

They padded the advantage to 6-1 with a pair in the 
fourth on two hits and two more costly Brownie mis- 
cues. 

The spacious field used by Monument Mountain 
saw many of the Brownies crush balls that resulted in 
long flyouts. 

If placed at Harmon Smith Field, several of those 
shots would still be rolling along. 

Two of Agawam’s three hits came from lead-off hit¬ 
ter Casey Federico. 

★ ★ * 

Prior to the Longmeadow loss, the Brownies out- 
slugged lowly Ludlow, 10-6 in a wild affair on 
Wednesday, April 23rd, at Harmon Smith Field for 
their seventh straight win. 

Agawam scored four runs in the first and led 5-3 
going into the bottom of the fifth when it seemingly put 
this one into the history books with three runs. 

However, a pesky Ludlow squad, still looking for its 
first win at presstime ( 0 - 8 ), tallied three times in the 
top of the sixth to cut the lead to 8 - 6 . 

But in the bottom of the sixth, Agawam added two 
more for the final 10-6 verdict. 

Sophomore Andrew Wakelee enjoyed his finest 
offensive showing for the Brownies with three hits, 
including two triples and three RBI's. 

Dave Bienia also had two hits and an RBI while 
scoring two runs. 

Junior lefty Justin Perry (2-0, 3.11 ERA with 15 
strikeouts, fifth-rated pitcher in the Yalley League at 

presstime) registered the victory. 

*•* ★ *.— 

Next week should prove to be a pivotal one for the 
Brownies, as they will be playing four games. 

If Friday’s game vs. Cathedral is rained out (fore¬ 
casters are warning of this at presstime), then the 
schedule may become even more crowded. 



mil 


Schedule Your Pool Openings Early - Spring Is Here! 

* Custom-made In-ground liners * Underground line testing & 
repairs * Full service retail store for all your pool & spa needs 
*Pumps & Fi lters * Complete line of Regal chemicals 

312 Springfield Street, Agawam - (413) 786-4338 


the end of the world. We’ll bounce back. The kids The Brownies opened with a 1-0 lead after one, 
have great attitudes.” when sophomore designated hitter Tom Hamilton 

Longmeadow scored three times in the bottom of (.471 average, fifth in Valley League) reached on a 


room An 


We Are Your In-Ground 
And Above-Ground 
Pool Specialists 

- Pool Packages Available - 


Climate 

Controlled 

Itei® 


Keeps temperature 
in your space 
between a safe 50 
to 80* F. 

Centrally monitored 
and controlled 
system. 


Feedin g Hills 

511 Springfield St. (Rt. 147) 

( 413 ) 789-2948 


Newly Remodelled 

Commercial 
Office Space 

« Administrative 
Office Suites 
o Air Conditioned 

• 24 Hour Access 

• Kitchen and 
Restroom Facilities 

Uncle lOO 
Bob’s ri 

self ■ 
storage 


www.unclebobs.com 
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AHS girls’ lacrosse 
falls to Westfield for 
2nd time, 11-5 ' 

by Bill Bellico 

Sports Writer 

The Agawam High girls’ lacrosse team is at a tough 
part of this season’s schedule. After an April 24th 10- 
8 victory over South Hadley, the team had two difficult 
match-ups on Friday (April 25th) against top-ranked 
Longmeadow, and then on Monday (April 28th) 
against Westfield. 

“It was a good win for the team against South 
Hadley,” commented Coach Carla Warner. “We were 
a little shorthanded due to vacation week, so we had 
an opportunity to work some people around in differ¬ 
ent positions.” 

Junior Tory Lyons and All-Scholastic sophomore 
Tiffany Manzi (15 goals / 3-3, 0-1 in the Valley Wheel) 
led the team with four goals and an assist apiece. 
Senior Megan Gloster had three assists for the day, 
along with a goal of her own. Senior Jennifer Sharpe 
also added a goal for the Brownies, and sophomore 
Sonja Jedziniak grabbed an assist. 

On Friday, April 25th, Agawam had a disheartening 
15-2 loss against the region's and the Valley Wheel’s 
top team, Longmeadow. 

“As always, Longmeadow was a real force to take 
on, and we understood that we were playing the 
best," said Warner. 

Manzi and Amanda Hamel had Agawam’s two 
goals for the match. Maria Doulakis and Jedziniak 
each had an assist. 

Agawam’s most recent game came on Monday, 
April 28th, in a* second meeting against Warner’s 
daughter’s team, Westfield. In the 11-5 loss, Agawam 
was led by Lyons’ three goals. Lyons continues to 
impress so far this season. At 5’11", she’s a force out 
there. 

“It was a good game, but we are in a rebuilding 
season and we have a lot of work to do this season," 
said Warner. 

These last two games are not the end of Agawam's 
tough schedule. On Wednesday, April 30th (at 
presstime), they were scheduled to face challenging 
Northampton High, and then take on Mi.nnechaug on 
Friday, May 2nd. 

Also noteworthy was the attendance this past 
weekend of Agawam’s Megan Gloster and Tiffany 
Manzi at the Lower New England tryouts for the 
National High School Team. The two are still waiting 
to see if they will qualify for this national honor to com¬ 
pete on Memorial Day Weekend at Lehigh University. 

Informational 
meeting set for 
Baseball Boosters 

There will be an informational meeting concerning 
the fundraising efforts for the 2003 Agawam High 
School baseball program on Tuesday, May 6th at 7:00 
p.m. in the Community Room of the Agawam Public 
Library. 

All who are interested in being involved in this 
year’s Booster activities are welcome to attend. 

For further information, call Sue Federico at 786- 
8984. 

AHS girls’ 

... lacrosse team to 
hold car wash 

Because of scheduling, the Agawam High School 
girls’ lacrosse team will be holding their car wash on 
Saturday, May 10th, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
the Agawam Middle School. 

Come and help support the AHS girls’ lacrosse 



CARLA WARNER (far right), the coach of the Agawam High School varsity girls’ lacrosse 
team, is shown with her 2003 captains (from left) - Megan Gloster, Courtney Poirier, and 
Jennifer Sharpe. 


******* 

Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding Hills? 

Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 

A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News," P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030... 



1236 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills * 786-0370 jj| 

_ Hours: Mon.- Sat. 8am - 5:30p m , Sunday Sam - 4:30pyt 

Bark Mulch 

Cedar - Regular - Red Brick Mulch 
(Sold by the cubic yard) 

We Load YouT Truck ~ Delivery Available 


edar & Pine Mulch Red Cedar Mulch 

3 cu. ft. bags 3 cu. ft. bags 

> 95 each - 3 for $9.95 $4.95 each - 3 for $12.95 

Annuals * Perennials * Hanging Baskets 


Potted 

Roses 


White & Pink 
Dogwoods 

6-8’Tall $99.00 


Wheeping Cherries 

3’ graphs $69.00 
6’ graphs $89.00 


“Bloodgood” 

Japanese 
Dwarf Red Maples 

2 gal. cont. $39.95 l ij 

Flowering Trees ~ Evergreen 


Flowering Pears 

starting at 
$39.95 


Flowering Shrubs 
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AHS girls’ track tumbles vs. ELM after 
crushing Holyoke; now 1-2 on season 

n L °ngmeadow girls’ track and field team jump, 14.10 feet; senior Angela Buendo, 100-meter 

Lha P -? t6d What had t0 be a b, 9 u P set on Monday dash, 13.7 seconds; and Lauren Surprenant, 200 - 
wnen it overwhelmed an underachieving Agawam 

High squad, 81-55, on its own dirt track behind ELM 


High School on a warm and very windy afternoon. 

The Brownies came in at 1-1 and were ranked third 
in the weekly “Fab Five” poll, while the Spartans (an 
up-and-coming program which is now making a big 
splash this spring) came in ranked number four. 
Watch all of this change in the coming week. The 
Brownies already were defeated in the season-open¬ 
er by traditional track power Minnechaug Regional, 
but the locals were missing several key performers 
which definitely changed that outcome. 

Against ELM, Coach Dan Pryce watched his team 
have one of those days when little went right and 
almost everything went wrong. “We had a very bad 
day. We talkbd about it as a team and we must move 
on because there's still plenty for us to do,” said 
Pryce. • 

He is referring to the May 10th Steele Relays in 
Holyoke; the May 24th conference tournament (Valley- 
League); and the May 31st Western Mass. Team 
Championships. Moreover, the Brownies have impor¬ 
tant upcoming dual meets against defending the 
WMass. champs, Amherst Regional, on Monday, May 
5th, followed by Cathedral on Thursday, May 8 th. At 
presstime, the Brownies were preparing for a 
Chicopee team they,-Have crushed in recent years. 
But the Pacers are much improved in 2003, and a 
strong effort by the Brownies will be necessary. 

That meet is scheduled for Thursday, May 1st, at 
Chicopee Comp High School. 

Against ELM (a team the Brownies have normally 
owned), the locals only managed five firsts, and three 
of those came in the longer running events where the 
locals placed first and second in two events, and first 
and third in the other. 

In the 800-meter run, All-Scholastic senior captain 
Kaitlin Sardella remained undefeated in her specialty 
at 2:33, followed by senior Jodie Pfau at 2:43. 

In the two-mile, sophomore Catherine Andrews 
won the event in 13:53. But the Brownies received a 
very strong effort from freshman Sara Keene (14:40) 
for second place. And in the mile, senior captain 
Shannon McDyer won the race in 6:17.0, followed by 
a third from freshman Stephanie Midura (6:35). 

The weight events - a plaguing malady for this 
team so far - saw senior captain Kristen Strole reach 
a personal best of 98.2 feet in the discus to entrench 
herself in the Western Mass. mix. Strole was sixth in 
this event at the Western Mass. Championships as a 
sophomore. 

Strole grabbed a third in the shot put with a toss for 
27.6 feet (good for one point), and sophomore Leah 
Cook added a third in the javelin (78.11 feet) for 
another point. ELM won the weight battle, 20-7. 

The 4 x 100 meter relay team took the final first for 
AHS in 54.7 seconds, as ELM was disqualified 
because of an illegal hand-off of the baton. All- 
Scholastic seniors Andrea Babbin and Danielle Cirillo, 
as well as junior Adrienne Bordowski and freshman 
Lauren Surprenant, comprised the quartet. 

With All-Scholastic junior Katie Malloy and twin sis¬ 
ter Alicia Malloy not available for the meet, the 
Brownies still took first and second in the high jump, 
as junior Brieanne Nicklaw (4.6 feet) and sophomore 
Jackie Svadeba (4.6 feet) gave the Brownies an 8-1 
advantage in this event. 

Cirillo took second place in the triple jump at 31 
feet, and freshman Lindsey Surprenant was third at 
31.9 feet. Senior Heather Cox (in a photo finish that 
resulted in a judge’s decision) was given second in 
the 100-meter high hurdles at 17.6 seconds. Senior 
captain Becky Carey was second in the 400-meter 
dash at 66.4 seconds. 

Third places included senior Katie Baum, long 
* * * 

Please remember to patronize 
your local businesses... 
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meter dash, 28.9 seconds. 

There was no pole vault competition because ELM 
does not have a pole vault pit. This part of the com¬ 
petition was slated for Sunday, May 3rd. Babbin, the 
reigning Western Mass, champ, has yet to compete in 
this event so far because she was injured vs. 
Minnechaug and when she returned vs. Holyoke, the 
event was scratched. 

★ * * 

On Wednesday, April 23rd, at Holyoke High’s mar¬ 
velous all-weather complex, the Brownies had no 
trouble in a 117-29 drubbing of the Purple Knights. 
The winds howled throughout the meet. 

Danielle Cirillo was a double winner in this one - 
triple jump (33.6-3/4 feet) and 300-meter low hurdles 
(52.3 seconds). Cirillo added a third in the long jump, 
15.3-3/4 feet. Andrea Babbin was a double winner - 
15.7-3/4 feet in the long jump and 4 x 100 meter relay, 
as was Kaitlin Sardella - 800 meters (2:31) and 4 x 
100 meter relay. 

Other first places for the Brownies came from 
Lindsey Surprenant, shot put, 25.4-3/4 feet; Brie 
Nicklaw, high jump, 4.6 feet; Kristen Strole, discus, 

92.8 feet; junior Liz Leon, javelin, 77.7 feet; Katherine 
Andrews, two-mile run, 13:11; Heather Cox, 100 hur¬ 
dles, 17.5 seconds; Angela Buendo, 100-meter dash, 
13.2 seconds; Shannon McDyer, mile, 6:13.8; Becky 
Carey, 400 meters, 67.7 seconds; and Lauren 
Surprenant, 200 meters, 27.6 seconds. 

Seconds went to Amy Osgood, high jump, 4.6 feet; 
Katie Baum, long jump, 15.4-1/4 feet; Kristen Strole, 
shot put, 24.9-1/2 feet; sophomore Melanie Sampson, 
74.0 feet; Katie Baum, triple jump, 31.11-1/4 feet; 
Shannon McDyer, 100 hurdles, 19.2 seconds; 
Stephanie Midura, mile, 6:19.9; freshman Julie 
Persico, 400 meters, 68.2 seconds; and Heather Cox, 
300-meter hurdles, 54.1 seconds. 

Thirds for the Brownies went to senior Cirara 
Groom, shot put, 23.9-3/4 feet and discus, 62.2 feet; 
senior Lindsay Carey, javelin, 68.3 feet; Adrienne 
Brodowski, triple jump, 31.5-1/4 feet; Jackie Svadeba, 
100 hurdles, 20.0 seconds; Becky Carey, 100 meters, 
13.6 seconds; sophomore Jessica Lalli, 400 meters, 

68.9 seconds; Jodie Pfau, 800 meters, 2:43; and 
Angela Buendo, 200 meters, 28.3 seconds. 


Page 35 

AHS boys’ lacrosse 
needs boost after 12-4 
setback to West Side 

by Bill BelDico 

Sports Writer 

The Agawam High boys’ lacrosse team had two 
recent tough losses after coming off two major victo¬ 
ries against South Hadley and Amherst. 

The Brownies (3-4) had a close game in their 10-8 
loss to Northampton last Saturday (April 26th), fol¬ 
lowed by a 12-4 loss to West Springfield. Although 
these have been upsetting to the team’s rhythm, they 
remain dedicated to continuing a hard work ethic this 
season. 

"We’re a very emotional team, and when we play 
with a high level of that emotion we do really well," 
said Coach Nick St. George. 

After bebting the South Hadley Tigers for the first 
time in team history on April 17th, the Brownies kept 
rolling with a 7-4 victory over Amherst on Thursday, 
April 24th. 

Agawam was led by junior Dan Sullivan, who had 
three goals. Senior-Justin Coelho (8 goals, leads 
team) had two goals for Agawam, and junior Chris 
Nyman grabbed a goal as well. 

Senior Mike McGeoghan had a goal and an assist 
in the game. In net, senior Keith Cosimini had 16 
saves. 

"I know that we can beat anybody we face if we 
focus and play well,” commented St. George. 

Agawam appeared to be on par for another stellar 
game at the outset of the Northampton match-up on 
Saturday after taking a 7-5 lead in the first half. 

"We played with a lot of emotion and did well in the 
first half of that game, and then started losing our 
intensity in the second half," said St. George. 

McGeoghan led the team in goals with four for the 
day. Coelho and junior Dan Mancini each finished 
with two goals and an assist. 

On Monday, April 28th, the Brownies took on West 
Springfield for their first divisional game of the season 
in the Valley League. The 12-4 loss was another 
tough game for the Brownies. 

“We need to get back on. track" and work hard in 
games to play well," commented St. George. “The 
guys came out and worked really hard .in. practice 
today, and that’s what we really need to do.” 


V&F Auto Service 

443 Springfield Street, Agawam 
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INSPECTION STATION 
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Let’s Work Together - Keep 
Education Rolling 


We are committed to your children and We Want To 
Keep Education Rolling. So please participate 
in our Keep Education Rolling program. Simply 
tell us you would like to participate before 
we close your invoice and we will donate 2% 
of your total invoice to the Agawam Schools! 
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6 Reasons To Call V&F Auto Service 


1. We 'll fix only what is necessary’. We ’ll NEVER pressure 
you into getting additional work done. 

2. AH work is guaranteed with a i year labor/1 year parts 
warranty. 

3. We use only the latest in diagnostic equipment to make 
sure your problem is fixed right THE FIRST TIME! 

4. We can provide a local ride for you. We want to make 
getting your vehicle repaired as convenient as possible. 

5. Our technicians are ASE certified to make sure you get 
the highest quality repairs possible. 

6. Coast to coast guarantee on most parts. 


Visit Our Web Site - 
www.vfauto.com 
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Auto Repair 
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Profile... sponsored by Bruno s Pizza 

Cheerleader Julie Pontz all-around all-star for AHS 


When senior Julie Pontz entered Agawam High 
School as a freshman back in September 1999, 
becoming a cheerleader was the furthest thing from 
her mind. 

Midway through the year, she gave in to a friend 
who didn’t wish to go it alone and was coaxed into 
attending a tryout for the junior varsity. She made the 
grade, never knowing at the time how this initial foray 
into cheering for the orange-and-brown would soon 
change everything. 

"I had been a dancer at a Holyoke studio since I 
was very young. When I tried out for cheerleading at 
AHS as a freshman, it was almost by accident. I never 
dreamed that cheerleading would become such a big 
Part of my life,” Julie related. 

She earned a spot on the varsity as a sophomore 
and was named by Coach Kim Noel as one of this 
year’s four senior captains on a team that carried nine 
members of the Class of 2003. 

Though only 5’2”, Julie is most adept at her role as 
a base for the six-time Western Mass, champs, mean¬ 
ing she’s one of those responsible for lifting team¬ 
mates, holding them on her shoulders, tossing them 
through the air, and then catching them with the great¬ 
est of ease. 

"I guess I am pretty strong, although I am not very 
big," Julie said. "But our team, in general, is very 
small. As a base, you need to make the girls who are 
‘tops’ feel very comfortable and to keep them up there, 
no matter what. It comes through trust and lots and 
lots of very hard practice.” 

The National Honor Society member is ranked 20th 
in her class with a lofty grade point average of 95.0. 
Her classes include English 12, honors chemistry, 
honors calculus, Spanish 5, music history, and gym. 
She is also a member of the yearbook’s layout staff. 

Julie’s top faculty member is Dean Vecchiarelli, and 
she has always enjoyed math. 

She turned 18 last fall on November 26th. Julie’s 
color is pink. Fettuccini alfredo is always a delicacy to 
Julie, and The Olive Garden in Enfield is the restau¬ 
rant she’ll eat at anytime. 

On the little screen, Julie likes “Friends.” On the big 
screen, “Crazy Beautiful” is the flick she likes the 
most. 

She’s not fussy about music. "I will listen to any¬ 
thing that sounds good to me. It really doesn’t matter." 
The Dave Matthews Band is Julie’s favorite group. 
She’s attended two of their concerts at The Meadows 
in Connecticut. “Those concerts were awesome and 
many of my friends were there, which made it even 
better.” 

Her wheels of dreams would be a red Mustang con¬ 
vertible. She now drives a green 199§ Camry that has 
'ogged over 115,000 miles. When not wearing the tra¬ 
ditional cheerleading gear, Julie goes with the preppy, 
casual look and buys her clothes at Forever 21 and 
Whiteseal at the Holyoke Mall. 

Julie will be attending Boston’s Northeastern 
University in September, and she will major in bio¬ 
chemistry. She then plans to attend Tufts University 
Dental School in Beantown, which will lead to a career 
as a dentist. “I probably will be in Boston for the next 
eight to 10 years. But I really want to be in the big city. 
It’s really cool and there’s so much to do.” 

Time for Julie is a rare commodity. Besides her 
duties on the yearbook, she’s been a four-year mem¬ 
ber of student government and is the group’s presi¬ 
dent this year. Julie’s resume lists the Future 
'eachers' Club and the AFS Club, as well. 

And she gushes with sincerity. 

"I think it’s very important to be involved in the 
school. I have been lucky to make many, many friends 
and to meet different people. I really have enjoyed my 
time on the yearbook. It’s a lot of work and a great 
reward to put together something that’s so lasting and 



JULIE PONTZ 


positive for the school." 

Julie and the test of the yearbook staff are anx¬ 
iously awaiting the arrival of their finished product. 
“The day the yearbook is passed out to the rest of the 
senior class will be one of the great days of our high 
school careers,” noted Julie. 

And then there’s the cheerleading. She’s been a 
part of three-straight Western Mass, championships 
to keep the string of six consecutive titles for the 
school intact. When she was a sophomore and a jun¬ 
ior, the team qualified for the nationals in Orlando, fin¬ 
ishing as high as 19th in February 2001. 

Julie has particularly enjoyed being a team captain 
and all the challenges that go with that role. “You have 
to be a leader all the time and be a motivator. You 
have to pick the team up in the good times and in the 
bad and never give up.” 

She remembers the setback the team suffered late 
last fall when it failed to qualify for the nationals. “At 
first it was a very hard thing to deal with, especially for 
the seniors. It was like, ‘What are we going to do 
now?’ What we did not do was quit. We worked even 
harder and when all the local competitions started 
after the first of the year, we were back on top of our 
game. We finished very strong and when the season 
ended in March, we were awesome and very togeth¬ 
er as a team.” 

The Brownies rolled through all the local tourna¬ 
ments before successfully defending their WMass. 
title, followed by a sixth-place finish at the state cham¬ 
pionships. “We were so happy after states because 
we really hit our routine and received a national qual¬ 
ifying score. It was a great way for us to finish." 

Julie, like her peers previously featured in this 
space, are adamant about cheerleading being as ath¬ 
letic, competitive, and intense as any of the school’s 
varsity sports. “I do agree that cheering at basketball 
and football games does not really make us athletes. 
That’s fun for us and our role is to represent the 
school by leading the school spirit. 

“But all of the competitions we attend are intense 
and come with so much pressure. We practice for 
hours six days a week and work as hard as any of the 
other athletes in the school. What we do in practice is 
all aimed at the competitions. We have earned our 
reputation. When we are performing at local competi¬ 
tions, all the other teams stop what they are doing and 
all eyes are on Agawam. That only comes with a 
tremendous amount of effort and dedication by mem¬ 


bers of our team.” 

Summertime preparation includes gymnastics 
classes once a week and captains’ practices two or 
three times a week. The team was also part .of a five- 
day camp’held at the school in August where profes¬ 
sional instructors came in to help the team hone its 
skills. 

Julie’s schedule for the past year has also been 
complicated by her membership on an elite, regional 
cheerleading squad based in Wilbraham known as 
"The All-American Titan All-Stars.” She is one of six 
AHS cheerleaders on the 23-member squad that 
includes fellow Brownie captain Linda Kelly. 

This team was picked last May and it recently con¬ 
cluded its season a few weeks ago with a trip to a 
national competition featuring similar teams in 
Baltimore. The Titans placed second. In January, the 
Titans were the winners of a national title in a 19-team 
division during a four-day tournament held in Georgia. 

Julie was always able to balance her responsibili¬ 
ties between the Brownies and the Titans. “There 
were really no conflicts. The Titans practiced every 
Sunday night and every Wednesday night, with some 
competitions on Saturdays. There were days when I 
would practice for three hours at the high school from 
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. and then run over to Wilbraham for 
practice with the Titans from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. (not 
including the half-hour drive to and from). It did make 
for a very long day, but it was all worth it.” 

She calls Agawam's trip to the national champi¬ 
onships in her sophomore year and the team’s 19th- 
place finish (semi-finalists) as one of her proudest 
moments as a cheerleader. “And when the Titans won 
the nationals in January, that was awesome, too. Both 
were amazing feelings. Nothing compared to it.” 

Julie has no regrets that her days as a Brownie and 
Titan cheerleader are over, and she has no plans to 
cheer in college. “I guess you could say I have retired 
as a cheerleader. My time has come. It was great 
while it lasted. The people I cheered with became so 
close. We did it for each other and I have a lifetime of 
memories. Cheerleading became who I am and now 
it’s time to move on." 

Julie’s father is Harvey and her mom is Carol. She 
looks up to her mom. “Myfnom is such a good person 
and she’s always been there for me, no matter what." 

Julie has an older sister, Carla, 30, as well as an 
older brother, Jason, 26. 

With her days at AHS nearly done, Julie hopes peo¬ 
ple remember her “as a good friend and as a good 
person who always tried to do her best in everything 
she tried to do.” 

AHS SENIOR 
“ATHLETE OF 
THE WEEK” IS 
SPONSORED 
BY BRUNO'S 
PIZZERIA, AT 
807 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. NOW 
THE HOME OF A DELICIOUS FISH & 
CHIPS DINNER COOKED EVERY FRIDAY 
WITH GREAT CARE by Eddie Santaniello & 
Staff, while it lasts. The home of great pizza, 
grinders, calzones, chicken wings, chicken 
tenders, onion rings, and french fries, Bruno's 
delivers seven days a week. Call 786-8717. 
Each "Athlete of the Week" will receive a 
large pizza and a two-litre Coke, compliments 
of Eddie Santaniello and the friendly folks at 
Bruno's Pizzeria. 



Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any articles, press releases; letters, etc., 
that can be brought in on Mondays. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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Titan cheerleaders end successful season 



THE SENIOR TITAN ALL STAR CHEERLEADERS continued their season at the top. After 
returning from Atlanta, Georgia in January as "National Champions," the girls went on to 
become the "New England Champions" by competing in the New England Cheer and Dance 
Challenge (held at the Basketball Hall of Fame on March 22nd). To end the season, the girls 
traveled to Baltimore, Maryland to compete in the "Return to Atlantis" All Star Challenge 
National Championships (April llth-14th). The girls competed against some extremely difficult 
competition and miSsed first place by only a few points. They were thrilled to become the sec¬ 
ond-place team in the country. The girls are coached by Daniele and Mark Meringher. 
Congratulations, girls, on a successful and memorable season! From left: Nicole Woszczyna, 
Jacqueline Svadeba, Laura Cote, Julie Pontz, Linda Kelley, and Bri Lancour. 

Depth charges hurt AHS boys’ track in 
losses to area powers Longmeadow & ‘Chaug 


Schoolboy track and field in the upper echelon of 
the region has already posed its share of trials and 
tribulations for Agawam High boys' track (0-0 in Valley 
Wheel; 1-2 overall). 

The Brownies, ranked third in the weekly Tab 
Five” poll, absorbed a stiff, 84-61 setback to Valley 
League power Minnechaug Regional (3-0, fourth in 
the “Fab Five” poll) on the dirt at Harmon Smith Field 
on Tuesday, April 29th. 

The setback for Coach Bill Dillon’s Brownies comes 
on the heels of a 92-53 loss to second-ranked 
Longmeadow High (3-0) on Tuesday, April 23rd. The 
Brownies will be participating in the popular Steele 
Relays on Saturday, May 10th, at Holyoke High 
School. The meet was cancelled on Saturday, April 
26th, due to heavy rains. 

Dillon said before the season he was concerned 
about his team's overall depth, as well as a lack of 
experience in the weight events, when facing a 
tougher schedule in this spring of 2003. The Brownies 
placed a close second at the Western Mass. Indoor 
Championships in winter track. But they lost several of 
their key performers to other spring sports, which def¬ 
initely plays a factor in the all-important depth depart¬ 
ment. 

In both losses, Dillon was right on. The team 
opened the campaign with a 79-57 win over Chicopee 
on Wednesday, April 16th. 

So far, shouldering the load for the Brownies has 
been their two All-Scholastic thoroughbreds, seniors 
John Slachetka and Ryan McGurn, senior distance 
man (and a very good one) Mike DeFilippi, as well as 
800-meter specialist Peter Midura. 

Against Minnechaug, Slachetka, a top sprinter in 
the region, won both the 100-meter (11.6 seconds) 
and the 200-meter dash (23.0 seconds). McGurn, a 
premiere hurdler in the region, was first in the 300- 
meter low hurdles (44.0 seconds) and the 110- meter 
high hurdles (16.5 seconds). 

DeFilippi achieved a most difficult double by win¬ 
ning the one-mile run (4:58) and the two-mile run 
(11:15). That’s no easy task, folks. 

Midura remained undefeated in the 800-meter run 
in 2:06. Sophomore Joe McGeoghan won the triple 


jump for the Brownies (38.9 feet), and the pole vault 
competition went to junior Alex Alvanos (9.6 feet). 

But the Falcons took both the 4 x 100 and 4 x 400 
meter relays, and they pretty much swept through the 
weight events - discus, shot put; and javelin. 

★ * * 

The scene was pretty much the same against 
Longmeadow on their nice all-weather track in the 
Lancers’ 92-53 win. 

Slachetka took the 100-meter dash in 11.4 sec¬ 
onds, and grabbed second-place finishes in the long 
jump (18.7 3/4 feet) and 400-meter dash (53.8 sec- 

SEE BOYS’ TRACK - Page 38 
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Scratch-and-claw 
Brownie softball sits 
at 6-3 as Valley 
League slate begins 

by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 

The scratch-and-claw season for the 6-3 Agawam 
High softball Brownies went according to script last 
Friday night up at Amherst Regional High School (5- 
3) under the lights in independent schoolgirl action. 

The playground of the Hurricanes - always a diffi¬ 
cult place to be for any visiting team south of 
Northampton - saw the Valley League Brownies swal¬ 
low a bitter pill to the Valley Wheel Hurricanes after a 
4-2 battle. 

Junior Danielle Borsari (6 innings, two walks, four 
unearned runs, and four strikeouts) was in the circle 
for the Brownies. Borsari is 2-3 on the season with a 
nifty 2.02 earned run average, putting her at number 
four in pitching in the Valley League (all games for all 
teams in the VL at presstime have been of the inde¬ 
pendent variety). 

Agawam batters, enjoying a pretty hefty season so 
far, were pretty much held in check and went down on 
strikes 12 times in its seven at-bats. Borsari deserved 
a better fate. 

The locals took a 1-0 edge right off the bat in the 
top of the first. All-Scholatic catcher junior Teresa 
Bonavita continued her tear (leads the Valley League 
in hitting at .576, 15-26) by rapping the first of her four 
singles. She scored when a grounder to short by All- 
Scholastic sophomore third baseman Katie Gorman 
(.424 average, 14-33, second in the league) was 
muffed. 

The Hurricanes replied quickly in their first plate 
appearance. A walk and an outfield error got the 
unearned run home and it was 1-1. 

After three Brownies went down on strikes in the 
second, a lead-off walk, a sacrifice bunt, and another 
error saw the hosts manufacture the go-ahead run 
and the 2-1 lead. 

The next inning put the Brownies in' the hole: Two 
singles, an error, and a bases-loaded walk plated two 
more runs and it was now 4-1, Amherst. 

The Brownies would try to make a move in the fifth. 
Bonavita singled with two down and stole second. 
Gorman then rifled a single down the third base line 
for the second Brownie run of the game. But Gorman 
was stranded and Amherst got out of the inning with¬ 
out any further damage. 

SEE SOFTBALL - Page 40 


Mother’s Day is alive and growing at... 


R ichard Stepanik Farms 

1033 Shoemaker Lane * Feeding Hills 


Veggie Plants - Hanging Baskets 
Annuals - Perennials 
Schrubs and Bushes 





Open Seven Days A Week 
at 9:00 a.m.U! 

We Accept MasterCard and VISA 


ICE 

$1.25 a bag 
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For second time this spring, ‘Chaug (12-0) 
outlasts AHS boys’ volleyball (10-2), 2-1 


It's more than apparent to everyone following 
Agawam High boys’ volleyball this spring that the road 
to repeating as Western Mass. Division I champions 
in 2003 will undoubtedly pass through Minnechaug 
Regional High School. 

This was even more underscored on Tuesday 
evening when the Falcons - undefeated and ranked 
number one in the weekly “Fab Five” poll - stopped 
the Brownies for the second time this spring, 1-2 in a 
three-game thriller. 

After losing the opening game, 30-27, the 12-0 
Falcons found themselves in the same situation 
against the Brownies (10-2) as they did at home in 
early April - a game down against a skilled and 
aggressive opponent. 

This time, however, the Falcons were also on the 
road and facing a Brownie team that was ready to 
take them down in this key North Division encounter. 

"It was a disappointing loss for us because we 
looked like we could take the third and final game,” 
lamented Coach Pat Demers after the smoke had 
cleared. 

The first game went to the Brownies, 30-27. 
Minnechaug was obviously shaken from the outcome 
and (like they did in Wilbraham on the initial go- 
around vs. the Brownies) they changed the lineup and 
tactics. 

The result was a 30-26 win in game two, followed 
by a decisive, 30-24 verdict in the third and final 
game. 

Minnechaug’s huge height advantage - featuring a 
front line of 67”, 6’5”, and 6’3” - again played a role in 
the wear-down factor on the smaller Brownies. The 
Falcons forced the Brownies to play more and more 
defense in game three, and had the home folks reel¬ 
ing on their heels at times. 

The Brownies responded throughout the evening 
with very strong outside and middle hitting, as well as 
outstanding outside and middle blocking. “I thought 
our digs all night long were awesome,” commented 
Demers. 

Senior Ian Hamlett, according to Demers, enjoyed 
a career night. He issued seven kills, three blocks for 
points, and four digs. 

Senior Chad Farrington added five kills, four more 
blocks for points, and four digs. Junior Matt Hartmann 
accumulated 40 assists that contributed to kills and 
played a steady defensive match. 


Also, senior Mike Lalli had a few key blocks and 
middle hits. 

* * * 

On Monday evening, the Brownies traveled to 
Springfield Sci-Tech, who came in sporting a 9-2 
record and was ranked fourth in the weekly “Fab Five” 
poll. This one was as intense as the Minnechaug 
match and resulted in the Brownies winning a 2-1 
decision that included a convincing 30-21 win in the 
third and final game. 

A raucous Cyber-Cats crowd turned this one into a 
barnburner, as tensions were high after a Cyber-Cats 
player was ejected from the match due to inappropri¬ 
ate conduct. “All this did was make us more focused 
and determined to walk away with a victory, said 
Demers. 

The Brownies received good outings across the 
board. One standout was junior Alex I. Vilkhovoy, who 
replaced an injured Chad Farrington in the first game 
(32-30, AHS). He was tested often and answered the 
bell. Senior Chris Holi, Matt Hartmann, Ian Hamlett, 
Mike Lalli, Alex V. Vilkhovoy, and All-Scholastic senior 
Bill Cochran were stalwarts on both offense and 
defense all night long. 

“We played great defense and maintained our 
poise under some very difficult conditions,” Demers 
said. “The Cyber-Cats played their hearts out, but so 
did we." 

* ★ * 

In recent matches, the Brownies secured a nice 2- 
0 whitewash over West Springfield for the second 
time this season. Bill Cochran was very effective in 
this match with his low floaters as his servicing picked 
up the pace. “Our digging in the second game was as 
good as it gets,” noted Demers. 

Shane Demers came in during game two - a tough 
30-26 win (the first game was 30-17) - and played out 
the match with good defense and hitting at the net. 
Chris Holl and Chad Farrington added to the overall 
play to fill in the areas whenever needed. 

* * * 

The Brownies also had a good outing against an 
overmatched Pioneer Valley Regional team, 30-11 
and 30-20. The serving from Alex V. Vilkhovoy and 
Chris Holl, along with Matt Hartmann, lifted the locals. 
The hitting at the net from senior Bob DeGray and Ian 
Hamlett was also impressive*' 


AHS baseball team to hold car wash 
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BOYS’ TRACK - from Page 37 

onds - lost the race by six-tenths of a second). 

McGurn was even better by scoring in all four of his 
events. He won both the 300-meter hurdles (43.8 
seconds) and the 110- meter hurdles (16.5 seconds), 
and had a second in the high jump (5.2 feet) and a 
second in the triple jump. 

Again, DeFilippi sucked it up and showed his met¬ 
tle by winning both distance events. He was first in the 
mile at 5:00 and first in the two-mile at 10:44. In a 
great race, Midura hit a 2:05 in edging out his Lancer 
opponent by a second. 

The Lancers won both relays and also won the 
weight events by a 24-3 count. Getting third-place fin¬ 
ishes for the Brownies were junior Dustin Hebert in 
the shot put (35.8-3/4 feet); senior Nick Krolicki, dis¬ 
cus, 91.0 feet; and sophomore Jon Gibbons, javelin, 

126.5 feet. 

Second-place finishes were far and few between in 
this one as well, although promising two-miler Kevin 
Clark (a sophomore) came in behind DeFilippi at a 
strong 10:48. Agawam managed thirds in the follow¬ 
ing events - Alex Alvanos, pole vault, 10.6 feet; soph¬ 
omore Matt Sadowski, 110-meter hurdles, 20.5 sec¬ 
onds; and improving all-the-time junior Nick Gumlaw, 
200-meter dash, 24.6 seconds. Slachetka and 
McGeoghan tied for third in the high jump at 5.0 feet. 

★ * * 

Agawam opened in fine fashion vs. Chicopee over 
at Chicopee Comp High School. McGurn, the team’s 
leading scorer so far, won four events - high jump, 5.8 
feet; triple jump, 40.1-1/2 feet; 110-meter hurdles, 

16.5 seconds; and 300-meter hurdles, 42.4 seconds. 

DeFilippi ran the mile in 4:55.9 to win that event, 

and he was second in the two-mile at 11.15.9. This 
was the race of the day that was decided at the wire 
by two-tenths -of a- second. 

DeFilippi came in behind promising freshman 
Jason Olybrych (11:15.7) in the photo finish. 
Freshman Zach Matys completed the sweep in this 
event with a 12:13.8. 

Both relay teams won for the Brownies. In the 4 x 
100 meters, running a 47.4 second race for the locals 
were sophomore Nick Jacks, junior Mike 
LaChappelle, Alex Alvanos, and Slachetka. In the 4 x 
400 meter relay, the Brownies came in at 4:00.4 with 
Joe McGeoghan, senior Andrew Wynne, Kevin Clark, 
and Slachetka leading the charge. Midura was first in 
the 800 meters at a season-best 2:04. 

Seconds for the Brownies came from Nick 
Gumlaw, long jump, 18.2-1/2 feet; Joe McGeoghan, 
high jump, 5.2 feet; Midura tried his hand at the javelin 
and heaved it 116.5 feet; Gumlaw again in the 100- 
meter dash, 11.8 seconds; Clark, mile, 5:10; junior 
Randy Carlton, 400-meter dash, 55.8 seconds; soph¬ 
omore Chris Tierney, 800 meters, 2:19; and Gumlaw 
for the third time in the 200-meter dash, 24.0 sec¬ 
onds. 

Thirds went to senior Dan Sherry, javelin, 116.1 
feet. That was the only point for AHS in the weight 
events besides Midura’s second in the javelin. Midura 
also showed his speed in the 100-mete[ dash with a 
third at 12.1 seconds; junior Nick Gurau, 400 meters, 
58.1 seconds; and sophomore Dan Lizotte, 300- 


On Saturday, May 17th, the Agawam High-School 
Baseball Team will hold a fundraising car wash at 
BRADLEY AUTO WASH located aW1039 Memorial' 
Drive in West Springfield. 

The team is pre-selling the $6 tickets which, on the 
day of the wash, entitle the holder to a $10 car wash 
and a wipe down. 

Also available that day is vacuuming service pro¬ 


washes between the hours of 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. will 
be generously donated to AHS baseball teams cour¬ 
tesy of Tom Mathes, owner. 

Tickets will be honored on any date in the future for 
a regular car wash, so consider these tickets as the 
perfect gift idea for any occasion. To purchase tickets, 
contact any baseball team member or call Sue 
Federico, 786-8948, or Sherry Wakelee, 786-6065. 


meter hurdles, 47.0 seconds. 

It doesn’t get any easier for the Brownies when 
they travel to the “Fab Five’s” top-ranked team, 
Amherst Regional, on Thursday, May 1st (presstime). 
Amherst was stunned by Chicopee Comp on Tuesday 
in its opening meet of the season. 


vided by the team mem¬ 
bers for a $3 donation. 

Vacuuming proceeds, 
half of ticket proceeds, as 
well as half of all other 


Bob Longo Construction 

28 Years Specializing In Kitchens And Additions 

Free Custom Design 
Agawam * 789-0758 

'Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
'Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
‘Porches & Sunrooms 

‘Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 

‘Mastic Vinyl Siding 

‘Window Relacement, Vinyl Or Wood 

All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation For Quality & Dependability 

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES 
All Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 





r 




Jp 



Servicing 
All Makes 
& Models 


• State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 

• Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 

• Free Pick-Up and Delivery 

• Rental Vehicles Available 

• AM Work 100% Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD 


AGAWAM 
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Final registration for Agawam Youth 
Football scheduled for Wed., May 14th 


May 1, 2003 



SHERI BENTON 


Women s lacrosse at AIC... 

Sheri Benton 
becomes all-time 
leader in career assists 

On Sunday, April 27th, Sheri Benton became the 
all-time leader in career assists in women’s lacrosse 
at American International College with 23. 

The record had previously been 21. However, at 
the last game of the season on Monday, April 28th, 
she had two assists to set the new record at 25. She 
has a career of 71 goals. Sheri is only four points 
away from 100. 

Sheri is a 2000 graduate of Agawam High School. 
While at Agawam High, she was a four-year varsity 
player for soccer, a three-year varsity player for bas¬ 
ketball, and a four-year varsity lacrosse player. As a 
lacrosse player, she made All-Western Mass in her 
senior year and captained both teams. 

Sheri is currently a junior at AIC majoring in liberal 
arts and elementary education with a minor in psy¬ 
chology. She also plays varsity women’s soccer for 
AIC. 

Sheri is the daughter of Clyde and Alma Benton of 
Feeding Hills. 

Discount cards 
offered by AHS 
boys’ lacrosse team 

The Agawam High School boys' lacrosse team has 
announced its 2003 fundraiser. 

Team members will be offering discount cards to 
the public. These cards - priced at $10 - provide dis¬ 
counts from 11 local businesses. 

They include Agawam McDonald’s, Agawam 
Cinemas, Movie Mart, Bradley Auto Wash, Shear 
Elegance, Agawam Blimpie’s, Agawam Subway, 
Tolli’s Pizza, Cost Cutters, Fitness First, and Ski-In. 
The proceeds will be used to support the team’s 
equipment needs. 

If anyone is interested in purchasing a card, please 
contact the Agawam High School Boys’ Lacrosse 
Booster Club at 786-1230 or 786-2571, or any AHS 
boys’ lacrosse team member. 

* * * 

For all the hometown news, you turn 
our pages each and every week... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


On Wednesday, May 14th from 6:00-8:00 p.m., 
the Warriors will hold its final registration for the 2003 
football season. Registrations will close after May 
14th. No further registration applications will be 
accepted. Any and all arrangements need to be made 
prior to May 14th. 

We are looking for players born between 1995 and 
1989, who will be in the third-eighth grades in the fall 
of 2003. The registration will be held at the Agawam 
Middle School, 68 Main St., Agawam. This is a great 
opportunity for youngsters to learn the fundamentals 
of the game and play football with players from area 
communities. 

Any returning player who brings a NEW player will 
receive a free gift. The fee to play is $75 for one play¬ 
er, due at sign-up. Two siblings would cost $125. In 


August, each player is required to pre-pay $50 in raf¬ 
fle tickets. 

All new players are required to bring a copy of their 
birth certificate. A birth certificate is not necessary for- 
returning players. Players are provided with a regula¬ 
tion helmet, shoulder pads, and full practice and game 
uniforms in August. Please have the player present so 
they can be measured for their equipment. 

Practice is scheduled to begin on Friday, 
August 1st at Memorial Field on School Street. 

There will be several Agawam Youth Football 
Association board members, coaches, and players on 
hand to discuss our program and answer any ques¬ 
tions. If you need more information regarding this 
sign-up, please call Kirk Parker at 786-6604 or Maria 
Scoville at 786-0771. 


******* 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Flills (above Remillard Insurance), please note that 
our main entrance is in the back. Please park on the side of 
the building and use the back entrance. Thank you... 




Surprise Mom this 

Mother’s Day 

with a 1-year 

subscription to 

The Advertiser 
News 

for only $26.00 

Local news that 
she can keep 
up with all 
year-round 


Just mail in your check 
with the coupon below to: 

The Advertiser News 

P.O. Box 263 
23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Name 


Address 
City_ 


ZiP 
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SOFTBALL - from Page 37 

The Brownies did give it a strong go in the seventh. 
Sophomore centerfielder Jen Sacco walked. With one 
out, she was gunned down at second trying to steal. 
Now with two outs, Bonavita (at the plate when Sacco 
was caught) singled, her fourth of the night. But what 
had been a promising rally was snuffed out on a 
game-ending strikeout. 


“Golf Tip Of 

1 9\ ' C‘ 

The Week...” 

W ** ^ 

■ , 

by Eric Nelson, PGA 


Head Golf Professional 


Oak Ridge Golf Club 


Feeding Hills, MA 




The Bass Hunter 

“All About 
Outdoors...” 

by Skip Bryant 


On Thursday, April 24th, the Brownies survived 
another strikeout festival against East Longmeadow’s 
whiff ace, Jen Bixby, in a tight, 4-2 victory at Harmon 
Smith Field. It was the second time the Brownies had 
defeated Bixby, who mowed down 13 Brownies this 
time around after chalking up 17 K’s in a 1-0 loss to 
the locals the week before. 

But again answering the bell for AHS against Bixby 
was Katie Gorman, new to the hill this season and still 
undefeated at 4-0 with a skinny earned run average 
of 0.78. The Brownies were the benefactors of 
Gorman’s 1-0 win over ELM the first time and she did¬ 
n’t disappoint in the second go, either. Gorman trav¬ 
eled the seven-inning distance on just three hits, 
three walks, two runs, one earned, and six whiffs. 

Rookie Coach Kathy Georgina (herself a pitching 
phenom both in high school and in college) has to be 
pleased with Gorman’s progress so far. 

ELM started off quickly against Gorman. A lead-off 
walk, a sacrifice bunt, and a throwing error all par¬ 
layed into a 2-0 lead. 

That didn’t last long. Jen Sacco drew a walk and 
then used her speed to steal both second and third. 
The always-dangerous Bonavita was next and she 
drilled a Bixby fastball into the centerfield outerlands 
and it just w&nt on rolling when the fielder misplayed 
the ball. Bonavita just kept going and going for her 
team-leading third homer of the season and the 2-2 
tie. •' 

With this gal pitching, ELM is a dangerous team so 
the Brownies broke the deadlock right away in the 
second. Senior rightfielder Amanda Stork waited out a 
walk and then stole second. Senior captain Vicky 
Taylor darted a grounder to first that was misplayed, 
and Stork came racing home with what would prove 
to be the game-winner. 

With Taylor now on third base, freshman Tammy 
Gorman fell victim to the strikeout, but the catcher 
failed to cleanly hold the ball. In the ensuing rundown 
with Gorman, Taylor bolted for the plate and scored 
during the chaos, padding Agawam’s edge to 4-2. 

ELM had its next best chance to score off Gorman 
in the fourth. A leadoff double to leftfield was followed 
by a strikeout and then a ground-out, which advanced 
the runner to third. A walk put runners at the corners 
with two outs, but a grounder to shortstop resulted in 
a bang-bang, short-to-first put-out and that was that. 

The Brownies, after scoring its pair of runs in the 
second, had all kinds of trials and tribulations trying to 
solve Bixby over the next four innings. She set down 
the side on K’s to finish the bottom of the sixth. 

After nine independent encounters where some 
folks still say the Brownies could be 9-0, the very 
tough Valley League schedule begins over in 
Springfield when the locals face a very good Purple 
Panther team from Cathedral High on Friday, May 
2 nd. 

This will be immediately followed by an equally 
challenging encounter vs. lower division but very 
strong Southwick High on Saturday, May 3rd, at 
Harmon Smith Field. 

Saturday’s gametime is 1:00 p.m. 

Our classified ads will bring 
you FAST, FAST results... 


It’s that time of year again... 

The 2003 golf season has finally arrived. I again 
look forward to bringing to the readers of The 
Agawam Advertiser News golf tips on a weekly basis. 

For the next 20 weeks, I will be offering easy tips 
and drills that will cover all aspects of the game. I 
hope that these tips will be beneficial. 

To further enhance your game (whether you’re a 
beginner or an “advanced” player), lessons are avail¬ 
able. Contact me at Oak Ridge at 789-7307. For more 
information, you can also log on to our website at 
oakridQe.com . 

Once again in 2003, The AAN and Oak Ridge Golf 
Club will be co-sponsoring a Junior Golf Program. 
This year’s program will be offered to children 
between the ages of seven and 16. (More information 
and applications will be posted in the late May and 
early June issues of The AAN.) 

Let’s go out to play! Look for my first tip in this 
series next week in The AAN. 


Youth soccer 
team to hold 
can/bottle drive 

The Agawam Tigers, a U-12 girls’ Pioneer Valley 
team, will be holding a can and bottle drive at C&B 
Redemption, 204 Springfield Street, Agawam from 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on the following dates: Sunday, 
May 4th, 11th, and 18th. 

Please donate your cans and bottles and specify 
that they are for the Tigers. If you have any questions, 
please call Kim at 519-5129. Thank you for your sup¬ 
port. 

If you have dropped off any photos to our 

office for sporting events, church events, 
etc., please pick them up after they appear 
in The Agawam Advertiser News... 


Southwick’s D.A.R.E. Bass 
Tournament was a great success..- 

The D.A.R.E. Benefit Bass Tournament was held 
on the Congamond Lakes on Saturday, April 27th. 
Thanks to the Northeast Bass Anglers, this benefit 
tournament to help kids was a great success. 

There was a total of 51 teams at the tournament; 
they were there to not only help out a good cause 
(D.A.R.E.), but to compete against some of the best 
“fisherpeople" for cash and prizes. 

Without the great work of Erik, Bill, Todd, and many 
others from the club, this tournament would not have 
been such a success. We also cannot forget the great 
work of Bill Decoteau, the emcee who talked to the 
fishermen to show how great the lake is and how they 
found fish there. He also talked about the sponsors 
who helped with the tournament. 

Ed and Ed Rosienski won with 22.41 pounds of 
fish. Second place went to Leothner and Gagliarducci 
with 18.99 pounds. That is some great fishing! 

I talked to them after the tournament and they both 
had a plan; they “listened” to the fish and it worked! 
They were throwing something that I do not use much 
in the colder water. They used a spinner bait with dif¬ 
ferent speeds while moving along the bank. They 
caught over their limit while others only had a few fish. 

The tournament raised $3,000 for D.A.R.E. A great 
group of people, sponsors, and fishermen came 
together to have fun and win money and prizes for a 
great cause. Thank you! 

Rock Cats game 
rescheduled 

Due to inclement weather, the Rock Cats trip foi 
the Agawam baseball program has been resched¬ 
uled. The new date is May 25th. 

All tickets for the April 5th game should be returned 
to the Booster Club. 

Tickets will soon be available for the May 25th 
game. 



REEL 
Bait & Tackle 

1226E Springfield St. 
Feeding Hills 

789-REEL 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO. PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

Agawam Federal 
Credit Union 


Call Today For Further Information 
Concerning Terms And Rates 786-2100 



Mon. - Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9-5 


wgiA 

4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 
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In Tri-Parish Bowling. 

Round four title goes to Fordham 

On ; hursday, April 17th, Notre Dame finished in 
first place in round four of the Tri-Parish Bowling 
League. However, since a team can win only one 
“ound per season and Notre Dame already had one 
-'tie under its belt, the round four championship went 
to Fordham. 
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Agawam Firefighter 
All-Stars vs. Boston 
Black & Gold legends 
at Amelia Park 


Fordham split with s\\ f") 

Georgetown, 2-2, in a low- B 

scoring match which took - 

place on lanes 1 and 2 
(naturally!). Only one /' i 

bowler hit the 300 mark, ' 
and that was G’town’s 

Paula “Wild Thing” Burke (a 301 with a 118 single 
string). For Fordham, Debbie “Mighty" Poirier had a 
101 string and “Jolly” Oily Muldrew hit a 116, and that 
was all. G’town won the first string by 10 and the third 
by seven, with F’ham taking the second by 32 to give 
them the string and the total pinfall by 15 pins. The 
two points gave F’ham a one-point lead over Catholic 
University and the round. 

Therefore, the standings read like this once the 
evening was over: 

Notre Dame * 28-4 

Fordham 16-16 

Catholic University 15-17 

Holy Cross * 15-17 

Georgetown* 15-17 

St. Louis 11-21 

St. Mary 11 . 21 

Bye Team 17-15 

(When all was said and done, Fordham won round 
four and was scheduled to roll against Notre Dame, 
Georgetown, and Holy Cross in the finals on Monday, 
April 21st. The league’s season-ending banquet was 
held at the Brookside Restaurant on Monday, April 
28th.) 


The Agawam Firefighters will be playing against 
the former Boston Bruins hockey players again this 
May. The All-Stars will “attempt” to beat the Bruins on 
Friday, May 9th, at 7:00 p.m. at Amelia Park, 21 South 
Broad Street, Westfield. The All-Stars have been 
praticing a lot lately (not enough, though). 

We hope you can stop in and root for your favorite 
team. You can get your tickets at the door. If you have 
any questions, you can call 786-2662 and they should 
be able to answer them. Hope to see you there! 


Notre Dame won over Holy Cross, 4-0. It was a 
total team effort, as Jim “Lucky” Burgess rolled a 308, 
Cori “Lefty" Napolitan hit a 297, and Neil “Slippery” 
Serven got a 327 with a high string of 125. HC got a 
good series from John "Sunshine” Loncrini (309) and 
Steve "Quiet Man” Rovithis (317), but it lost the total 
pinfall by 52 pins. 


St. Louis rolled against the bye team; they picked 
Notre Dame as an opponent. St. L won only one 
string, but this was enough to take the total pinfall by 
34 pins. Terry “Tiger" Cerpovicz hit a 308 series, Stan 
The Man" Knappe ran off a 314, and Tom “Thumb” 
Massotti hit a 294 with a 112 third string. As it turned 
out, "Thumb’s” score (plus a 100 from “Tiger” and a 
" 12 from “The Man”) got them a large 524 string which 
.vas good for two points (the string and total pinfall). 
Maybeth “Miss Consistent" Coughlin helped out with a 
94 on this string. 


Free tennis lessons for 
adults 40 and over 


Again this year, the Springfield Tennis Club will be 
sponsoring “FREE” tennis lessons for adults 40 and 
over. 

The lessons will' begin June 2nd for the Monday 
night class, and June 3rd for the Tuesday night class. 
(The time is 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for both nights.) 

The location of the classes will be at Forest Park 
(on the hard courts) in Springfield. 

If you are interested in either of these classes, 
please contact one of the following: Rudy Altobelli, 
786-1577; Martha Moriarty, 746-8131; Robert Puzzo, 
746-1407; or Joan Pratt, 737-6375. 


Catholic University won over St. Mary, 3-1. Lance 
Lightning” Poirier vydb back to normal, hitting a large 
384 with a 144 high single. For St. M, only Jon 
"Money” Robarge hit the 300 mark with an even 300 
score. The total pinfall went to CU by 81 pins. 




Curlevs 


•••••• . 


ALL NATURAL 


Double Ground 


Delivery Available 


Sawmill Wood Chips • Playground Wood Carpet 
Spruce, Cedar, Hemlock, Pine Bark Mulch, Red Colored Mulch 

NO leaves, vines, branches, demolition materials or crushed pallets. 

Pick-Up Monday thru Saturday 7 AM - 5 PM • Sunday 9 AM - 2 PM 

413-569-2400 T.J. BAR K MULCH, INC 860-654-197£ 


Maintenance 
& Lawn Care 


Phil Reiser 
Owner 


PhiVs Lawn Service 

Overseeding / Power Raking 
Mowing (Weekly & Bi-Weekly) 
Spring Clean-up /Rototilling /Aeration 

413-786-7213 


To help you with your 
lawncare needs this spring , 
be sure to check out your 
local landscapers... 




LAWN SERVICE 


. 


WE’VE MOVED TO SOUTHWICK!! 

Our New Location is 25 Sam West Road, Southwick 


Mulching & Delivery 
Sprng Clean-Ups 
Handy Man Services 
Fences 

Patios & Walkways 


Sand-Gravel-Fill 
Decorative Stone-Loan 


On The: Side: 

Landscape & Design 


f -DONE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME... ^exca VAVON schvkxs 
( Guaranteed!" ^ 0 bob cat - 

"a Back Hoe' 
u Bulldozer 

CALL: 789-0243 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ° Excavator 




Your Hometown Landscapers 


Commercial & Residential 
Agawam , MA *13786*4622 


Hemlock - Red - Forest 
“Quality is the Difference” 
Pick-up or Delivery 
Available 

Bobcat Services 


343 Main Street, Agawam 

(413) 789-1593 


CIRILLO 


LANDSCAPING 


Free Estimates 

* Aerating 

* All Chemical Applications 


30 Years Experierc 

* Snowplowing 

* Fall Clean-ups 


* Weekly & Bi-Weekly Lawn Cutting * Spring Clean-ups 


* Shrub Cutting/Shrub Planting 

* Mulching 


* Loam & Seeding 

* Loam Delivery 


10% First Time Customer Discount 


Call Today 569-2408 (leave message) 
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Patronize Your Local Businesses 


Sapelli Concrete 

“Specializing In Residential Projects ” 

Patios-Pool Pads-Stairs-Sidewalks- 
Driveways-Hatchways-Garage Floors 

30 Yrs. Exp. Fully Insured 

789-3787 


Northeast 

Builders 

Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 


S 

Since 1975 


Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major Remodeling 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates... Fully Licensed and Insured 




Replacement windows help insulate your home 
from the cold and heat. They add value and 
beauty to your home and tilt in for easy cleaning. 

Call for a free estimate before May 1st 

& Save $25 p er Window 

when you mention this ad. 

Locally Owned with over 15 Years Experience. 

Fully Insured and Financing is Available. 

Visa and MasterCard also accepted. 

Mass Reg # 138010 

786-3377 or 

colony.windows@verizon.net 


A-OK Home Inspection 
Services 

DBA: Robert Bartolucci 
Structural-Mechanical & Termite Inspection 
*Licensed MA Home Inspector- Lie.#177 

* Mass. Contractor License 4®”*“ 

I' Real Estate License for Over 30 Years 
Phone: (413) 736-3730 
Cell: (413) 237-2957 NiL 


P£*TE ! 0 peterune 
PAPER & PAINT 

* Interior & Exterior Painting * Wallpapering 
* Textured Ceilings * Faux Finishes * Drywall Repairs 
* Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

(413) 345-7073 


Harvey Johnson Drive, Agawam 


MA License #E40548 
CT License #E188494 

CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercial * Industrial 
Voice * Data 
Phone: (413) 786-6226 



fiysZT 


Specializing in: 
Additions, Renovations, 
Custom Decks, New 
Construction 


Don Chartier 

Home Improvement Contractor 
#128317 

Conn. Reg. #576680 
Mass. Reg. #051681 

*Free Consultations 
*Free Estimates 
*Senior Discounts 
*Fully Insured 


WHSIEIUHCi M2)€IK IMJiM 

of Suffield 

Full Service Equestrian Center 


*Boarding *Lessons *Sales 
*Training *Large Indoor Arena 
*Centered Riding Lessons Available 
With Deb Moynihan *Discounted 
Lesson Packages Available 
Call 1 (860) 668-2307 or visit www.wishingrockfarm.com 


MA Lie. #066310 
MA Reg. #127007 

Agawam 


Cell: 530-9340 
Pager: 730-0355 

Denny 


D. Godbout 

Custom Homes & Remodeling 

Additions & Kitchen Renovations 

786-8866 


Bill Spear’s Tree Service 

“Your Hometown LEADER Since 1979” 

* Tree Removal * Land Clearing 

* Tree Trimming * Brush Chipping 

* Shrub Removal * Stump Grinding 

* Residential & Commercial 

786-5081 



Year-Round 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service 


Call Today To Schedule 
All SPRING Work I!! 


Prompt , Free Estimates and Hazard Evaluations 
~ References ~~ Senior Citizen Specialist Discount 
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Classifieds 


SERVICES 

BILL SPEAR’S TREE 
SERVICE: Complete 
tree removal, trimming. 
Land cleared. Senior citi¬ 
zen discount. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Fully 
insured. “Your 
Hometown LEADER 
Since 1979.” Call 786- 
5081. 

DAVID’S 
WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s Little Helper! 
Floors waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial & 
residential. Call Paul 
Ferrarini, (413) 786- 
4436. 

PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured'free 
estimates. Removal, 
pruning, planting, stuyip 
grinding, firewood, back- 
hoe. Senior citizen dis¬ 
count; 24-hour emer¬ 
gency service. 17 years 
experience. Call Paul 
Cocchi, 547-0343. 

NORTHEAST 
BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975). Fully 
insured & licensed. Rick 
Pfeffer, 4 Lenox St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
Reg. No. 116963; Const. 
Sup. No. 000450. (413) 
789-1150. 

TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & cellars 
cleaned out. Lawn serv¬ 
ice, unwanted items, 
metal removal. Insured. 
Call Mr. T’s Cleaning 
Svc. Phone 789-0540, 
beeper 735-4535. 

PAINTING, STAINING: 

Exterior, interior. Your 
home or business. 
Quality work, reasonable 
rates. Call Joe at (413) 
786-5912. 

LICENSED ELECTRI¬ 
CIAN: All types of work. 
Insured; free estimates; 
35 yrs. License El 6303. 
Call Jim, 782-6989. 

SPRINGFIELD TURN- 
VEREIN: Catering to 
weddings, banquets, 
parties, and receptions. 
Two rooms available with 
seating up to 250 peo¬ 
ple. 176 Garden Street, 
Feeding Hills, 786-0924. 

CHARTIER’S GENER¬ 
AL CARPENTRY: We 

take the worry out of 
building. Additions; new 
construction; renova¬ 


tions; custom decks. Lie. 
no. 051681; fully insured. 
Don Chartier, owner. 

(413) 789-7011. 

IT’S SPRING TUNE-UP 
TIME: A & M Small 
Engine Repairs for all 
your lawn & garden 
equipment needs. Free 
pick-up and delivery. 
568-2582. 

CONTE DOOR SER¬ 
VICE, INC.: “We Sell 
The Best & Service The 
Rest.” Sales, repair, 
installation. Residential & 
commercial; weekend 
emergency service. 786- 
1800/ 568-4655. (Fax 
789-7305; www. conte- 
doorcom.) 

VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY INC.: Since 1979. 
All new convenient loca¬ 
tion - 223 Garden St., 
Feeding Hills. All insur¬ 
ance companies; colli¬ 
sion and windshield. 
Claims welcome; guar¬ 
anteed repairs (RS- 
1842). 786-8226. 

CHAD FULLAM ELEC¬ 
TRIC: Commercial & 
residential - A to Z. New 
construction, additions, 
remodels to include serv¬ 
ice changes, all wiring 
for electric, computer, 
phone and cable lines. 
Licensed and insured. 
(413) 786-6226. 

BOB LONGO CON¬ 
STRUCTION: 27 years 
specializing in kitchens 
and additions. Free cus¬ 
tom design. Fully 
insured, free estimates. 

In Agawam, 789-0758. 

JOHN F. WALSH - CER¬ 
TIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT: 569 

Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Visit our 
Website and Financial 
Information Center - 
www.ifwalshcpa.com . 
For an appointment, 
please call (413) 786- 
3009. 

PHIL’S LAWN SER¬ 
VICE: Maintenance & 
lawn care. Overseeding; 
power raking; mowing 
(weekly & bi-weekly); 
spring clean-up; rototill- 
ing; aeration. Phil Reiser, 
owner. (413) 786-7213. 

WISHING ROCK FARM 
OF SUFFIELD: Full 
Service Equestrian ’ 
Center. Stalls available. 
Summer horsemanship 
programs for children & 
teens. May 17th - 
Jumping Clinic. Call 1- 
860-668-2307 or visit us 
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on-line at www.wishina 
rockfarm.com . 

BISHOP PAINT & 
PAPER: Interior painting 
and wallpapering done to 
your specifications at 
reasonable rates. Free 
estimate. Senior dis¬ 
count. Call 739-4947. 

CURLEY’S LAWN SER¬ 
VICE: Your hometown 
landscapers. 

Commercial & residen¬ 
tial. Agawam, MA (413) 
786-4622. 

“MISTER DO ALL”: 

Decks, walls, doors, win¬ 
dows, kitchens, baths ... 
fix or make. Call Skip at 

(413) 537-12J4. 

D. GODBOUT CUSTOM 
HOMES & REMODEL¬ 
ING: Additions & kitchen 
renovations. MA Lie. 
#066310; MA Reg. 
#127007. In Agawam. 
Call Denny - 786-8866. 
(Cell, 530-9340; pager, 
730-0355.) 

TREE STUMP GRIND¬ 
ING: Lowest prices, 
fastest service. Free esti¬ 
mates. Call Pine Grove 
Stump Grinding, (413) 
783-7236. 

A-OK HOME INSPEC¬ 
TION SERVICES: DBA: 
Bob Bartolucci. 
Structural-Mechanical & 
Termite Inspection. 
Licensed MA Home 
Inspector - Lie. #177. 
Mass. Contractor 
License. Real Estate 
License for over 30 
years. Phone: (413) 736- 
3730; cell: (413) 237- 
2957. 

LEARN TO RIDE, 

JUMP, SHOW! Licensed 
instructors. Well- 
schooled horses, ponies. 
Summer horsemanship 
programs, July 7th-11th 
& August 4th-8th. Tiny 
Trotters program! 
Personalized training 
leads to great beginnings 
and exceptional futures. 
End of Hunt Equestrian 
Center is proud to be 
with you all the way. 

(860) 668-1656/(860) 
668-9990. 


AL’S ATTIC, BASE¬ 
MENT AND YARD 
CLEANING: Removal of 
garbage, wood, scrap 
metal, etc. Odd jobs; 
insured. Al Bishop, 789- 
1522. 

COLONY WINDOWS & 
SIDING LLC: Save 
money on your energy 
bills with new replace¬ 
ment windows. Locally 
owned with over 15 
years experience. Fully 
insured; financing is 
available. VISA and 
MasterCard also accept¬ 
ed. Mass Reg #138010. 
786-3377 or colony.win- 
dows @verizon.net 

T.J. BARK MULCH, 

INC.: Our new location is 
25 Sam West Rd., 
Southwick. Open 7 days. 
All natural, double 
ground bark mulch. 
Delivery available. (413) 
569-2400 / (860) 654- 
1975. 

PETE’S PAPER & 
PAINT: Interior & exterior 
painting; wallpapering; 
textured ceilings; faux 
finishes; drywall repairs; 
any general household 
repairs. Satisfaction 
guaranteed! Harvey 
Johson Drive, Agawam. 
Peter Line, (413) 348- 
7873. 

ClfclLLO LANDSCAP¬ 
ING: Free estimates; 30 
years experience. Spring 
clean-ups, all chemical 
applications, weekly & 
bi-weekly lawn cutting. 

10% first time customer 
discount. Call today - 
569-2408 (leave mes¬ 
sage). 

N.E. WASTE, INC. - 
AGAWAM, MA: 

Residential services; 
bulk waste collections; 
temporary roll-off con¬ 
tainers / permanent - 2 
to 10 yards. 28 Moylan 
Lane, Agawam, MA 
01001. (413) 786-2449. 

SAPELLI CONCRETE: 

“Specializing In 
Residential Projects." 
Patios - Pool Pads - 
Stairs - Sidewalks - 
Driveways - Hatchways - 


$$ EARN EXTRA MONEY $$ 

DELIVER THE NEW VERIZON 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

Men and women 18 and older with insured vehicles are 
needed to deliver in Springfield and surrounding areas. 
We are also looking for Office Clerks and Loaders. 
Delivery starts about May 2nd. Work a minimum of 4 day¬ 
light hours per day; get paid within 24 hours upon suc¬ 
cessful completion of your route. Call 1-800-979-7978 
between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Refer to job #3535-5. 
EOE. 
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Garage Floors. 30 Yrs. 
Exp. Fully Insured. 789- 
3787. 

R.D. MULCH CO.: 343 

Main Street, Agawam. 
Bark mulch - hemlock, 
red, forest (quality is the 
difference). Pick-up or 
delivery available. 
Bobcat services. (413) 
789-1593 or (413) 789- 
2960. 

“ON THE SIDE” LAND¬ 
SCAPE & DESIGN: 

“Done right the first time 
... guaranteed!” Free 
estimates. ^Call 789- 
0243. 

REEL BAIT & TACKLE: 

1226E Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. 789- 
REEL. 


Heide, 789-0812, ext. 

26. 

TWO ORIENTAL RUGS: 

Reds and blues. One 
10x5 Persian Herat, 
$925; one 10x6 Persian 
Kashan, $575. Heide, 

789-0812, ext. 26. 

FOR RENT 

SPRING COTTAGE 
RENTAL: On Swan 
River in Dennisport, 
Cape Cod. May or June 
(by the week). One cot¬ 
tage sleeps 4; the other 
2. Located in Fisher¬ 
man’s Village. Call 1- 
508-398-9626. 

CAMPS 


HOUSE CLEANING: 

Experienced, depend¬ 
able, & reasonable. 
Elaine, 786-5289. 

KARL’S MOWING SER¬ 
VICE: Lawn Mainte¬ 
nance, Mulching, Spring 
Clean Up, and Handy 
Man Services. Free esti¬ 
mates. Please call Harro, 
786-9532 or 427-7926. 

FOR SALE 


BASKETBALL WORLD 
CAMPS. Day Camps, 
Ages 8-18. Boys, July 
28th-Aug. 1st. Girls, Aug. 
4th-8th. SHOOT IT BET¬ 
TER Mini Camps for 
players ages 10 & 
above, June 14th-15th 
and Sept. 6th-7th. Under 
the direction of Paul 
Wissel, Toronto Raptors 
and Scott Wissel, 
Sacramento Kings. Call 
888-812-5452 or visit 
www.basketballworld. 
com. 


DINING ROOM SET: 

Pecan finish. Table, 6 
chairs (refurbished), 
hutch, and buffet. 
$1,950. Call Heide, 789- 
0812, ext. 26. 

SAILBOAT: Phantom 
AMF, 2 seater. $2,000. 


TAG SALE 

TAG SALE: Rain or 
shine! May 3rd & 4th, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 24 
Sycamore Terrace, 
Agawam, MA (off River 
Road). 


HELP WANTED 


HAIR / NAIL TECHS WANTED: For new, great 
South-wick salon. Leave commission behind and 
rent a space. - 531-1107. (Please leave message. 


John F. Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Visit our Website and Financial Information Center 
www.jfwalshcpa.com 

For on appointment please call 

786-3009 



Feeding Hills 
& Westfield 

All trucks are radio dispatched. 
Fully Insured 
Liability & Workers Comp. 


“WE SELL THE BEST 
& SERVICE THE REST” 


WEEKEND EMERGENCY SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
SALES, REPAIR, INSTALLATION 
Broken Springs, Tracks & Cables 
Replaced * Sectional Replacement 
Wo recommend GENlEPRO {Authored so/vt. rvoiwj 


786-1800 / 568-4655 


FAX - 789-7305 

www.contedoor.com 
We lake VISA & MC 


Joseph Conte, Jr. 
General 
Manager 
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We brina fitness to life! 


Discover why we bring out yOUV u6St! 


At Fitness First, we do everything in our 
power to make your fitness experience 
enjoyable, achievable and valuable. 

At our club you will feel right at home in our 
all-inclusive, comprehensive fitness facility for 
one low enrollment: 

Enroll for just 


(Reg. $225) 


WE FEATURE 

• Latest Group Exercise Classes 

• Beautiful Heated Pool and Spa 

• State-of-the-Art Fitness Equipment 

• Spinning^ & BodyPump® 

• Racquetball & Basketball 

• Oversize Childcare Center 

• Personal Training Experts 

• AND SO MUCH MORE! 


‘Monthly dues apply. Must be 18 or older. 


HEALTH & FITNESS CENTER 


North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills 


413 . 786.1460 • www.fitnessfirsthealthclub.com 


























